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Y Friends, © i ye an any R 0 „ Ws 

Voice of the ing to vou 5 1 


- in this Text; then, to de — the Appli ti 
cation of it . before ever e come 9 


to the Explication of it. 


indeed, if the Tad 
himſelf would open and apply, it to you, you' would. Wes | 
ſee more in it than we can tell you. Perhaps mann 
| here, when the Miniſter reads his Text, turn vp. tien 5 No . 


* 4 


Bibles, and put dur a Mark upon the Place of Forigtug ; -M 
Very well, but then they think there is the Miniſers 3 4 | 
Text, and ſo no more of it, as if it were only, the; Minis Vers 25 | 
ſter's Concern, or at moſt, that it is oy the Mini- N 3 
ſter's Buſineſs to ſpeak to his Text, and their Pulmeſs , / $ | 
to hear what he ſays. But, my Friends, vou, h 1 
know, that you have here more than a Text, At *. 1 bi 


* 


my Buſineſs at the Time, not only to read 9 Ken 
bal ask you a Queſtion; and I cannot | . 
, Ten without propoſing it, What, think- v , U RE of hs 
And it is your Buſineſs, not only to hear FA Mts 0 8 52 
4 is ſaid, but to anſwer folem 75 before God what is IF 89985 


+ waked, namely, What hint gte ibu take it. BU 0 
up imply as my Text, vou will think yourlelyes Hefe 


concerned with it; but if you apprehend itas Chri 3 7 
: e to you, then your Concern. is great: Ii 99 5 
"har "up Queſion only; "Oh as Chrilt e it to the 1 bk 1 
45 WE | 9 . 2 9 
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rs Name, and from his Weßdd, makes it hi | 
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25 tion to you, What think % of Ghrift'? At fuch 2 x 
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. - Jemnities as this, you Wc Occaſion to hear muc] 
we” Chris. t pow. the Queſlion I x think y# of 

T4 whom you hear ſo myc 9 ; 

8 2 of Chriſt, the len they of him; like F 

BR. 25 when they had the Manns by proba Fare rained 1 

„ down about their Tent<doors, they thought very little 

DES of it: But Wo will be to you, who hear much of | 1 

>. ” Chrifl, and yet think little or nothing of him. If any 

3 _ Man love not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a: ys the Apoſtle, * 

ts 
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ff he bath no Eſteem of him, let him be Anal hema 
Maran- alba. If you have the Sacramental Supper in | 
1555 . you —. Chriſt hath ordered you to ſearch |}, 


my. before hand, fayin in Lo 4 EY examine him 


bt Thoughts of "hi Beate ho. Ne rl it is heres | 
truly according as vou think in your Heart, eſpecially 
0 ; Coricerning Chriſt, fo are you, and ſo is your State 
uin God's Sight: According as you think highly . 
* 5 1 ee duly of Chriſt or not, fo are you either a gracious || 
ſos 4 or a gfaceleſs Man, either a Believer or Unbelieyer, 
Wo: © dither a Man fit to go to a Communion - table or not; 
and therefore enquire into it, What think ye of Chriſt? |. 
he Trial here comes to a narrow Point, wherein 
Goc only can be the Witneſs, who will be the Judge. * 
. ou may deceive Men with your Words and Works, i= 
* Which is all we have to know you by: But here you 
| ax Called to uy yourſelves by your Thoughts, before 
Nor that ſearches the Heart, and {ces the Thought, 4 
- Wha, Munk ye of Chriſt ? © © * 
N Occaſion of Chriſt's vadpowndivg this Queſtion, 
of, We F this, The Phariſees had propoſed ſeveral Queſtions - W# 
ran . a 000. . 1 La __ 14 
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2 Seki ts Intangle bim, hey. Ser bs N 

3 © ciples With hy 1 ai „ Maffei, W 855 ZUR 
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r het is lawful er, what 45 eee SY 
ing tlie, \ anſwers - 25 


ſtoniſfiment and Confuſion. | = e Fer "23, = 80 be 4 
and downward,. the Saducers, 55 denied the Refar-" 
rechion, come to him with a Queſtion ou that Head; +, 50h 28 
and they tart a Difficulry out. of the Law of Moſer, 7 
gy which th / "thought was irreconcilable with the Doc AE Og 
.. - trine YE Reſurreftion'; Bur. Chriſt anſwers thak 
aue, a 1 5g) them "co. Silence. Again afterwards, 
from V 34. and downward, the Phariſees finding; 4: 
| chat che 8. facets were ſilenced. by him, they, gather, + 
Fe together their Forces to puzzle and tempt Rim 5, Ak 
one of them, that was a Lawier, comes ee, 
| Queſtion to kim, ſaying, Mafer, nohat | is the £144 
Commandment in_the. Law? Now, they having -asl 
- | {f many: Queſtions at him, and he having any &: 5 ü 
them all, it was Time for him to ask them a on ß ß , 8 
4 and he does It while they are gathered together in e „ 
- | federacy againſt him ; tho her Forces were unite, angst. 
every one preſent to help another, yet he puzzles them; |. E 1 
I fer God delights to baffle his Adverſaries, and Oe „ 
Ibis Enemiet, when they think themſelves \ſtroh 5 3 il 
and have all the Advantages they can deſire. - I Ne Gs 
Chriſt asked them'a' Queſtion, which they IA , 2 
anſwer: It was a'Queftion in their own C T fins "ta _ 
What think ye of Chriſt? And whoſe Son 3 13 . | "Ff Ms 
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They anſwer truly according to Scripture, Tliat 
was the Son of 1 This they were — — 0 
E os eons: 35, 6. and feral other Places, ſhew 


U 


* 


ö 3g. That the Af e was to 4 the Seed of Daana, Eg 8 55 — "i 
7 "Rot out of the Stem of Fee. But now Chriſt ſtarts a 2 55 = 
. *F Difficulty. upon their Aniw wer, which they could not 755 ooh * 
1 ah anſwer ; ee which ſilenced them, and all than 
bought Ge gainſt him, Ver, 43, 44. 5: da: Fi. 2 oy . 5 
t 3 e 5 7 ron, how ben is he David Lord Chrift 


N not hereby intend e ther di hs 
bu to inſtruct them in 2 e 
Vere to ir Ab naniel ly, that the Meffas is 

| God as well as Man, av 
Son, and ſo both the Root and Offipring of David, 


 * cauſe they can anſwer veſtions of their 


ö 5 they haye Reaſon to be aſhamed of their Ignorance: For 


tte Truth which they affirm, nor reconcile one Truth 
bet - vith e no —4 than the Phariſees here. could: 

which it was evident, that tho" they anſwered, yet 
+ or did not underſtand his veſtion, which he 


rk figs ? (2.) More particularly,” Whole Son is 


e my ſelf unto, yet not excluding the other 
Branch of it, as the Subject may bring in. When 
Chriſt propoſed this gelen to the Phariſers, What 
| Hats 7 Chris? No doubt they reckoned. thair 
1 of the M:/fas were very ſound and ri . 
every Way, while they thonght he was the Son of 
. 275 but, like the damnably 98 Arias Doctors of 
dur Day, they did not think ſo hi; 5d of him, as to 


ſo honourably of him as. to 45 his being the 
FR ſupreme God, equal with the Father; for all their 
Knowledge, there was more. ih that Queſtion than they 
3 | ; ' underſtood, What think ye of Chriſt ? 
1 The Phariſees hal asked Chriſt ſeveral Queſtions 
concerning the Law, and the great Precept of the Law; 
and now it was fit that "Chriſt ſhould ask them a Que- 
tion concerning the great Promiſe of the Goſpel : They 


. 5 Rad no Thought of Chriſt; therefore ſays Wh 
De think: . Ma 


- teouſnels, 


id's'Lord as woll as . 


Rev. xii. 16. Now, herein they were puzzled, and 
put to Silence. Many are ou of their Knowled obs: 


chifm, as the Phariſees here did in general; but — 
= 25 ** the Queſtion oF, ned up, hes 75 cannot confirm. 


. 1.) More generally, What think ye of Ch iſt | 
8 5 13 the Queſtion, as propoſed in general, that 1 


3 0 * . him to be the Io of. they did not 
th 


\ were ſo taken up with the Lay, they had no Thought 
of the Goſpel; they thought fo. much of Moſes, 12 they 


7 are ſo full of the L that\ 
e the Law for Righ- 
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One that believeth. Here is a O- 
5 13 to check the Pride of. Legaliſts, "What, think ye 08 
= | - of Chrif 7. There is a Depth in every Place of Scrip- f 
* || -fure, which though it ſeems to be very plain to the ca- 
nal Eye, yet the ſpiritual Depth thereof cannot be 
i 3 2 ach lelp 8 the Spirit of God: There 
18 a great in t ion; Angels | cannot BO 
Jound the Depth thereof, 6.95 ry into it, and cannot 
think enough of Chriſt ; they can never think too much 
of him: And what ſhall Men fay in * to it, har e 
FF think ye of. Cant? ; Wenn 
" © _ To. divide this Text too critically, ' would, F ſup⸗ Ml 
\ | "poſe; be the Way to confuſe it; 5 I think every | 
5 75 ord of it hath an Emphaſis therein. © 1. There is an 
© "Em phaſis in the interrogative Particle What, What +4. 
1 | "think ye of. Chriſt 7 what Place do you give. Him 134 ; 
I what Value do you * upon him? what Grandeurt 
a Glory do you aſcribe to him? what Eſteem. bare ll 
N you of him? And ſo, 2. There is an .Emphaſis in % 4 
= | 8 Verb think : Some think not of him at al God: - 
| | and Chriſt is.,not in all their Thoughts; ſome „ 
; m__ ſome think baſely, ſome think diſhonourabl 
i ſome think hardly of dey But what, think y 
" || what is your Judgment of Chriſt? what is. 3 
. 2 of him 4 what is your Sentiment of An * 
What is henſion of him? how e 1 
. von * | 9— 5 bl, and what W 4 1 þ 4 
' | have yomof bim? z an Emphaſis in _ 
| Pronouny/: What think ye af " Chriſt ? ye Pha. 
| ri/ees and Saddurges,, what think ye of Chrif ye. | 25 11 
that are ſq. buſy. in ſtartin 2 about - Lone” 48 
What think ye of Chriſt the End of the Law? ye Le- 
iſts and ſlE-righteous Perſons, . What "think ye. * 
riſt? Vea, tho“ it was ut to the Phariſers in par- 
. yet it concerns all. in general. The tryi 1 
. . Queſtion that ig 2 for; he Convpiction of Hy- 


des and to tham vi 8 uſeful. for the „ 
and Confirmation 0 Vers. Foun for 7 N 
1 e their Upri ightneſß. While 1. hters | of Fee + 13 4 
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2 * 54 * my ts? n 
a 47 
* 5 " hob 8 dt 1 q Jeb 7 5577 N 
1 . bf Cl 32 xo be e 4 
= Nane, Therefore It conity'to you all, What 
think of Chriſt, clievers Wiibshevers 7 Sue 
e 19d War e , £7 ene 4, Thete Is 
25 Eqphefis in che Otzecr "or Martet of the Queſtion 
5 Alat think ye of Cliriſs? What thi 


- * the Nena? What think Ye bf the Anointed of 
' "the Chrift' of God? It is: Temarkable, Chriſt fays. not 


- Chriſt ? that is, God's Anointed, And te Meſſias pro- 


That as Qhriſt loves to magnitfy His Office, as the Sent, 
aud Sealed, and Anointed of God f ſo we cannot have 


3 him in his fav gt 4 75 to which” he is au- 
horrized of the Father: 4 d ſo, -when he {21 's not, 
What think ye of me? wah hat think ye of Chriſt ? 


, who atoinced him to'that'Office ; and him ſelf, as 
| . bein ing Fathet's Commiſſion, and inveſted with his 

+ Authority to fave Sinners 5 What think ye of Chriſt > 
"Fre * "the proper . of jc 


Weft; is, What ye of Chrift ? The 
"Fo ir is but a dead Letter without Chriſt. Is 
"8 A remarkable bang that Chriſt hath co that fa 
4 . Stael the Scripiurei, 177 
5 ; bei wink ge. 7 $A Lift, wk "they are 
2 755 20 0 ms: r will not come 70 79 

F/T Z. 7 ack you have ete 
1 ihe ES bur the 
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9575 of 


22 
here, What think ye of me? but, what hk ye of 
miſed to the Fathers: And hereby it is intimate E us, 


"right and becoming ouphits of bim, unleſs we ap-- 


; . ; 4 he does = fimply commend himſelf, bit his Father 


. 1 Thoughts o ught to be terminate. It abt, Wit 
8% thinks fe anf Oo  abſol u e for God out 
1 reit is a confuming Fire. It is not, What 
. 2 25 of Puig You agu 265 aud che Law; but 
I #4 ug AA Moſes is hete, even he by whom the 
| gnified- and made honourable. It is n 8 | 
52 7 Miniſters and theit Serttions ? 
g bat the Image of Death without him; 


"teſtifies | 
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+ Dk Lane and die in a; Delußon, while" they do — 
> 1 ully of Chriſt, | in 4 Suitableneſt to the 
ö eſtiiony that the 5 2 4 The 
| 3 0 
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demands an Anſwer to this . with 
ſ : Fu pee cy eople wi general, what they thought 
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20. | 
pres eve ad "nod. of 
is. anſwered- for. the P 
John the Baprift, 8 
ald Prophets: They, 
not ac 1 a to 


deur an 
how 7 y 


yo 0 
ind Judgment} 2 Poe k in the Neu 
I in Thou art the Chriſt of Ged. Belieben 
in? 


. 
* 


„ 
— 
oy 
C 


4 "> = * 
vv , 


. 
— 


rr CET ot 


* 


* 


e Wig Tome, what think 


1 
£4 4 > 
* 

8 * | | 
nd 22 14 re * 1 16 * S 
5 * | Kay 
1 N 


£ Maud 
* * 
» 


: 
1 
* 
5 
* 


* 


1 
＋ 
4 
* . 4 
* 
4 
oY * 
5 
* 
4 | , 1 
5 ** [4 = 
7 
1 4 ; - 
\ 4 1 
* Y 
* a 4 
* 
"= 1 0 . * 
. 


FY 


<<. 
* 2 


SY * % 4 


/ OS ©. BE IT ALY. 


_—_—— IK; 2. 
* — 
4 


4 4 
Wo» 


| Eo 


— 
— x” Aa. cad — — — — 
— 
— — — _ — * — * - _ - _— 
—— — * a = 
Wm — r ˙ A — OB wc, — 
” . 
- * 1 


A — — 


r 
. 8 


With this, and that Heat 


* 


gp EY 7 — 
* * | oy. 
„ * * 


* 4 * 8 
14 1 
> X. I'S 


"The Method aa" I rhe here "a, as a the Lord 
way afli; to proſecute” ſhall be, 1. To premiſe ſome 


neral . for re of this Docttine. 2. To 
rt of this Queſtion. in the ſeveral 


ſhew what is the 
"Ws thereof. ” Gr ſome Reaſons of the Doctrine, | 


ſhewing why mis the leading and 8 Queſtion, in 
the Chriſtian Catechiſm.” + {naar ger 
and ſo make Application of the Point, for informin fo 
our Minds, trying of our State, and directing 0 


e and ions concerning Chriſt, 


EE 4s * RS T HEAD. Os. 
The firfl Head propoſed is, To offer ON incl 
Remarks for clearing of the Doctrine. 
. Reniark, That Man is a thoughtful or a think- 
Creature. God created him with a thinking Fa- 


5 ty, capable of diſcurſive Thought. and. Rikiocips- | 


tion; capable of rational Cogitation concerning God, 

and ſpiritual Objects, and celeſtial Things; which 
Beaſts, that have Tome Sort of Tao hts, yet are not 
capable of. I need not inſiſt upon this; for ſome of 
you know, that even 5 Philoſophers are acquaint 
| en Poets have inferred it from 
the very Frame and Structure of hong 3 mou z 


1G Ovid. 


ee cum „ edbent Animalia cetera terra, 
Os Homini ſublime dedit:; Cœlumque tueri 
Juli., & eretos ad fidera tollure 29 85 


Man was doit dove Beaſts with a F aculty capable 
of celeſti Contemplatian. It is peculiar to the Crea- 


"tures called Men and Angels, to think of God, and to | 
- think of Chriſt ; other Creatures are not capable of ſuch 
Thoughts: This is plainly ſuppoſed in this Queſtion, 


What think ye of Chrift ? 


24 Remark, That Man's T honghts, together with 


all the Faculties and Powers of his Soul, have gotten' 
- ſuch a Daſn by the Fall of Adam, that they were ſet 


A e after 9 oo beſides God the chief 
Wu | 2. "a Good: 
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tten 
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| win” ves, the Fall in a Tamer dend out 


every Imaginatton of the Thought F his Heart is: f 


God. This wrong Sett of the Thoughts is alſo here 5 
; ſuppo ſed in the Queſtion, What think ye of Chrift ? + 


7 dark Apprehenſion Men may naturally have, now in. 
their fall 

the confuſed Chaps, Gen. 1. 2. Without Form: and. ahi 
and Darkuſs upon the Face of the Dees; yet Phon 


eyer have had in the leaſt glimmering Idea by Nature, E 7 


God in Chrift reconciling the World to himſelf, . could not 


” * 1 ; - 6 . N * 
4 , | - 4 43 - 2 ; gf A 7 
: p 1 . * 5 oi *, ' * . : 4 wo "IS 
* 1 5 5 „ 123 7 4 


Brains ; and his Head being broken, God went out re 
his Head, and the Creature came in. Since that Time, , 12 
he could 1 have a right Thought of God in his 
Head, God is not in all bis Thoughts ;,' but in, 5 
numera 15 other Things fill up the Room which gt 
ſhould have. He created Man upright, | but they 
have found out many Inventions, . inſomuch that nose $ 
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Evil continually, Gen. vi. 5. The World, and the 
Luſts thereof, do monopolize and ingroſs all the 
Thoughts of the Children of Men, and God is thruſt 

out of them ; there is no Room for God or the Son of 


— 


34 Remark, That whatever confuſed Thoughts and | 
en State, concerning God and his Law, like! 


of Chriſt, or of God in Chriſt, are What no Man ak 7 


without Divine Goſpel - revelation. Alam fallen re.. 
tained ſome awful terrible Thoughts of God; but 
no Thought could he ever had of Chriſt, unleſs God 
had revealed bim as the Seed of the Woman that was 
to bruiſe the Head of the Serpent. This is the 'My- / 
ſtery that was hid from Ages and Generations. The 
great Myfery. of Godlineſi, God ' manifefed in the Fl, 


enter into our Thoughts. Some natural Impreſſions : 
Men have of God as a 123 ſtandin upon Terms 
of Obedience with them, according to the ſirſt Cove: 
nant, namely of Works made with the firſt Adam; but 5 7; . 
God in Chriſt as the End of the Law for e 4 
and fulſilling the Righteouſneſs of the Law. in the Sin- 5 - 
ner's Room, is ſuch a hidden Myſtery, ſo far above the 
natural Thou Fit of Man, that even where theobjeRtiye-:. "IPL 
Revelation of this Myſtery i | 25 made, without the ſubjee - 6 7 
Mont : tives 
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ma tive, internal, n 8.6 in che Knowledge 
1% thereof, Men cannot have or entertain an) due Appre- 
„ henſions of it, but ræmain doting upon their legal Dreams 
and Imaginations concerning God, as in the old Cove- 
nant relation to them. This was evident in the Phari- 
ſees here, notwithſtanding of the Goſpel- ght they had 
both from the Old Teſtament Prophecies.and Promiſes of 
- Chriſt, and from the Rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
himſelf now ariſen among them; till they were dotin 
upon the Law, and had ſome dark Thoughts of God 
with relation thereto ; therefore Chriſt, to direct their 
Thoughts in the only way to God, he leads them to 


partly inlightned herein, need to be directed in their 
tt | aith and 1piritual Thoughts of. God, that they be 
not legal, terminating upon Cod abſolutely, but evan- 
| _— lical upon Chriſt, or God in him, John xiv. 1. Ye 
 . belizwe in God, believe alſo in me; ſo much more do 

blind Phariſees need to be directed to the right Road, 

as here our Lord does. Ye think of God, but What 

think ye of Chriſt? 5 | 


Ab Remark, When Chriſt is reyeated, People may 
think of him, and yet think amiſs, unleſs their houghts 
be ſpiritualized by a ſupernatural Change of the Mind, 
andi a faving Illumination of their Underſtanding in the 
_- Knowl of Chriſt. Thoughts may be conſidered as 
either rational and ſpeculative, which is juſt the Work 
of the Brain, and lies only in a bare Theory of Divine 
Things; or as practical and ſpiritually operative, which 
des not-reſt in the Head, but affects the Heart, and 
lets the AﬀeRions, in Motion towards Divine Things, 
and raifes the ſpiritual Eſtimation thereof. Now, 
mh.  ©/whatever Thoughts of Ohriſt the natural Man may 
dad the former Senſe, yet no ſuitable Thoughts of 
+. Chriſt can he have in the latter Senſe, till a ſupernatu- 
u Change be wrought by faving Illumination. It is as 
tl  -.,ampoſible for a Man in the black State of Nature to 
think upon Chriſt or ſpiritual” Things in a ſpiritual Man- 
+ _* © Ner, asit is fora Man that was born a> oe of 
4 3 „% DU 


0 


. Himſelf. And as the Diſciples themſelves, being but 


e- 
[18 


| who commanded Light to nine out of Darkneſs, ſhine 


| * po the ner while they 2 þ he was the Son of 
of Chriſt, as God - Man, and as to the 


2. 
| ens er to ew up with their 1 and "EY 
1 C. ii, 14. T natural Man receives not” the Things 
4 Gad, they are Fo 5 unto him, neither can 2 by 
them, for they are 1 ritually "diſcerned. T his * os 
Diſcerning he cannot 11 (ef he be tranſſated out pf | 
Darkneſs to God's marvellous Light, and till the God, 


into his Heart, c. 2 Cor. iv. 6. People then may 

think of Chrift, and yet think amiſs,. without this ſa- 

ving Illumination. This is alſo ſuppoſed here in the : 
e ; for the Phariſtes did not want ſome Thouglus = 


of Chriſt the Maia, and partly right Thoughts too vu. 


do DE * 


avid; yet they were ſo far from le He | 
ner. of their 4 


think ing of him, that they had no due Eſteem of tizje 
true Christ; nay, he was deſpiſed and rejected of them, 8 3 
as a Root out of a dry Ground, and as having no Form } 
or Comelineſs, I/. liii. 2, 3. And thus he is fill un? 
dervalued of Multitudes, who yet judge they, have ringt 
enough Thoughts of Chriſt; they think of him, but "il 
think amiſs: And therefore the Queſtion is not mere. 
ly concerning the Act of Thinking, but the Quality 9 
thereof; it õ not, Have you any Thou mcg Chriſt; 9 
do you ever think of him ? but it i, har think you 9 
of him? 

515 „r That Man's Thoughts wikis God's. - | 
Juriſdiction, and under his Authority. The Com- 0 1 
mands of God extend not only to the outward, 1 


but 
the inward Man of the Heart, 8 conſequently ander 2 FN 
than ever any earthly Command could go: Where was: BY 
there ever a Monarch that could give out ſuch Laws, as 
would bind the Heart and Thoughts of Men? If any 
Mortal ſhould make a Law, that his Subjects ſhould _ 

not dare, upon their Peril, to welcome a traiterous 
Thought 3 his Royal Perſon, otherwiſe he would 27 3 
by 5 0 0 upon them; really ſuch an dne would de- X . 
to. Wllayghed at for his Pride, and Folly more 
. threatned the Air, if it durſt — | 
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Aadnefs,| for any Crown d Head in 2 World, or Po- | 
; enters 5 on Farth, ſo far to forfeit their Reaſon, as. to 
think, that the Thoughts of Mens Hearts were within 
their Territories or Jaritdifboi - But behold, they 
are all under the Authority of God; for his Name 
is [ Gr. Kardiognohes] the Searcher of the Heart, and 
the Trier of the Reins of the Children of Men. Think 
not that Thoughts are free, any more than your Words 
or Actions before God: It is his Prerogative to lay 
Bands upon the inner Man, and to judge the Secrets 
of Men, Rom. ii. 16. by Jeſus” Chhriſt, Who is here 
the Catechiſt, putting the Queſtion to you; and he is 
the fitteft Hand, for he knows what Courſe your 
1 houghts are driving : He is the Witness, and will be 
the Judge of your Thoughts, which are all under his 
Juriſdiction, Therefore it is his unqueſtionable Right, 
to call you to an Account of your Thoughts; Thoughts 
are as viſible and evident as Actions to him „ Heb. 
13. 75. Word of Ged, the eſſential Word, 
the Word that was made Fleſh, 75 gaici and powerful, 
Kc. 'a Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the 
Heart; neither is there any Creature that is not mani feſt 
in his Sight, but all Things are naked and open to the Eyes 
f him with whom awe have to db. He knows our 
Thoughts afar off, even before we chink them, and 


& 2 Thoughts are Actions before him; Heart Thoughts 


are Heart-Acts, and real Deeds in his Sight; the adul- 


15 "of | terous Thought 1 is Adultery before him; and will be 


judged as ſuch ; the covetous Thovght is Idolatry be- 
fore him, the malicious Thought'is Murder, and the 
unbelieving Thought is Unbelief, the r 


Ihought of Chriſt is Contempt irſelf: He is an in 


nite Spirit, that ſees your Thoughts better than Men 


ſee your Actions; and therefore © anſwer for your 


| Thous hts to him, What think ye of. Chriſt ? 
6% Remark, That as Men may expect be cate- 
and examined of God, with" Ne to their 
CP, anent 


sWell as their ARions,' | 
A, e miſt 12 OV. Judge - 


TC 1 - ̃᷑ĩò OH. ꝗẽ . ]⅛ . ]˙• ME. A -w S&T cm 


TS > 
84 * 


8 


0.8 


f } try and judge 5 1 ſelves by this Rule; for as ons 


Hearts and Thoughts condemn us not, then we have 


Thoughts, may accuſe or excuſe, and- b condemn or 


7 nne Kas & N K 


are ſome of the Beams of Nature's Light; all Men 2 


evil Deeds; and therefore no Man can have his Heart 


Conſcience or Confidence towards God, till once he 


F Condit * bei rg 15 N 8 4 ah * 51 * yr 
: F , 85 * "A A” Cs SRL * * 25 . ** 7 # 

— 25 ? 5 3 . * 5 7 6 4 s . # . . * * ; 

1 Ov m * 14 g 4 * 7 :, . 


4 a be N . ha | J ; * ” 27 : 
e 7 15 "% 3 K. NIE + 


ES we have of brit, —— * 


* 
NTT 
4 «+ 

+ RP 


Thoughts are, ſo are we; yea, God's Thoughts of 


I he 
2 


2 n to our Thoughts of Chriſt. If we think +| 
of Chriſt God thinks nothing of us; if ws: | 

ring B of Chriſt, God thinks highly of us in 1 1 
him: For, as God's Thoughts of Chriſt are very high. < 9 
$9 honourable, he being the Father's Darling and Be- 
ht, a, xlii. 1. ſo, when our Thoughts of Chriſt in _ 
n e Meaſure agree with God's Thoughts of him, and «if 
we think highly and honourably of him, as God does F- * 
ſurely it is evident, that we have the Spirit of God, 9 
and that as God is well pleaſed with Chriſt, ſo he is . © i 
well pleaſed with us in him. Now, if our Thoughts on 


7% 


* 
. 
9 


and Hearts condemn us in this Matter, God is greater f 
than our Hearts, and knows all Things; but if our“ 


2 
* 
> 
FI 1 8 
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Confidence towards God, 1 Fobn iii. 20, 21. It is 
true, the natural Conſcience of Men, and their 
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Juſtify them, according as they do Good or Evil, Rem. | 
ii, 15. and to be. thus condemned or ' juſtified, is no E- 4; 
vidence of the Man's State before God; for this only * **.' 1 
ſhews the Work of the Law, written in our Hears "W 
by Nature, even the Covenant of Works, which fays; . WW 
That the Doer of the Law ſhall. be juſtified, Verſ: iz + i 
and the Breaker of the Law ſhall be condemned. Theft 


find themſelves condemned here, and they that t 

themſelves juſtified here before God by their good 
Deeds, they but diſcover their Ignorance of the — - 
'which- condemns all vain and evil Thoughts, as well as 


and Thoughts juſtifying him before God, nor a good 


come to think duly of Chriſt, from whom the LAWS. 
"hath got full Satisfaction to all its Commands and D. 
wn and by whoſe Blood the fiery Law is extinguiſh- þ 12 „ 
ed: The Conſcience being ſprinkled with that Blood. 
and fo bot _ N * to ſerve * 1 D 
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1 cording do the Meaſure of his Faith, and regular 
Thoughts of Chriſt. The more a Man thinks d 
ea, the more will his Thoughts condemn Him, 
if he underſtoed the Spirituality of the Law: But, the 
vr he thinks of Chriſt as the the End of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs, the more will his Thoughts-ahd 275 
ſeience ſmile upen him, and give hin Confidence ta 
wards God; for we have Boldneſs to enter into the 
HFoleſt, and to come to a holy God, by the Blood of 
jeſus, Heb: x. 19. They that think much of theth- 
wu  - ſelves, and think little or nothing of Chriſt, they are 
leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, yea they 
1 that Kingdom at all; they defpiſe Chrift, and God de- 
ſpiſes them: But they th t think little of themſelves, 
Dr think nothing 
Christ, and think every Way and e 
© of him, they are great in the Kingdom of God; Chr. 
- Is great in their Eye, and they afe great in God's Eye, 
| being accepted in the Beloved : Therefore the f 
3 on is, What think yu of Gbr? 5 


ISIS SECOND HEAD. 


The ſecond Head pr poſed, was, To ſhew the Im- 
"IF port of es Queltont. t think ye of Chriff? That 
People may not deceive themſelves with paſſing 


WF | cloſly open up the Meaning and Import of the Que- 
mare * +7: tion ; and this being the mam Head 1 5 the doctri- 
val Part, we muſt e the ſeveral Branches of 

. ** and = 2 


Thcegbis they may have of Chriſt, I would 5 


the 04;e4, Chriſt. 2, Actiueh, wth 
4 _ reſpet. to N A ef Thioking. 3. Formally, . wi 
deſpect to the Duality of the Aa. what Po of a 
papel 5 is; NM hat think ye of him? 4. Helkive- 
with reſpect to the Perfohs that are the Subjects, ge; 
think ye of Chrift? '' 
„ Figh-then,. I am to cortfider- the Import of this 
. N witk reſpect to the O9 or Matter of dur 
2 ee . N at' Ls * ts l 
| 2 | | | | 
ESE 


1: 1 3 
S 2 
> * 1 * 
7 SY by I» 3 N 
* 8 "5 4 © 7 * 4 Y ” 
5 Wo * $ > 4 * 4* & £4, = 1 
* ; * ** e 3 4 
2 « 2 - 
1 1 . 
* * 
8 * 
* 
7 


o 
o 


f * 
2 . 
W 
- "= | 


thts N 0 * * uf 4 l EY , 4 ö 2 4 1 — , 1 8 
4 9 ” 2 * * * : 15 #3; * 1 * - 4 K * $4 e * 4. <6 . { j > — 4 N - 
"uh 3 2A Ti \ — — 3 £48 N | 6 5 . 5 * 1 F E 2 2 
a* . i . 4 7 4 
— ** 5 . e 8 , < „ WY Ks * 


J g God, . Mak ack Conkilence Vaan FEE a” 


aft riot of 


of themſelves, but think much of | 
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That is, 1. What think ye of his Righteou 


Theſe Four, I ſuppoſe, we. will find as the ſpecial I. | "LF 


OS En os a n 


place firſt. becauſe I judge from what goes bebe 35 | ; 1 
the Occaſion of this Queſtion, that he” great, Beben 1 
of Chriſt therein was to lead off theſe ſelf-i gbteous 7 


Righteouſneſs of Nature and Practice, that the Law: ' BK 


dience, your Righteouſne 
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eee ber we ta go ppt Ns: 7 


I thought might be ſaid here! There are ſo m 


Things in Chriſt, that I found to be the Matter of d BET 


* 


eſtion, he being All in all, and all the Eulne 

Gedhead being i in him, that, before ever, I. 255 19 5 | 
there were more than an hundred Queſkiqns \ occurre to | F 
me, that mi might be” put ung n this one Particular; #4 3 
therefore I d a Neceſſity of reſtricting myſelf. And ws 
tho', if Time allow, in the Application, I may thro”. -; 
Grace dilate rl 7580 ſome of theſe ; yet at preſent I u y 

confine myſelf to what I judge preciſely to be” the. 1 
Scope of the Text and Context, and the Intent of the 
Spirit of God in this Queſtion, I hat think ye 4 re Ne SIT 
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What chivk „ e , 
of his Perſon? 4. What think ye of his Anointin gg 


port of _ 7 Queſtion here, 
Firfl, What think ye of his Rightcouſnch 3 


SA ns 
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5 re 
—_ of x 2 
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1 1 
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Phariſees from the Righteouſneſs of Works and of the BYE... 
Law, anent which all their Queſtions were ut to Hick, x, - 1 5 
and to lead them to another Righteouſne 85 exen Je. 5 5 77 


3 


3 


. 
. ” «7 * 


himſelf as the Lord their Righteoufneſs, *'the Eud p BY WE 7 
the Law. You think to be juſtified by the Deeds N 
the Law ; but, How is that. ſible, ſeeing, by Dp 8 5 
Law is the Knowledg e of Sin? Rot. iii. 20. 1 ve. 


= 


L * » 7 
2 22 


Rave 


will ſtand cloſs to Boſe old Covenant Terms with God, A 
then let the Law itſelf catechiſe you ; Where is your 3 


28 
25 


3 


requires? Where is your Righteouſneſs of Thought 5 
Wor . and Deed, that it requires? "More, 15 [your 
Righ htcouſneſs of- Affection and Action, that 
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es? 4-8 
p * 


1 


Wheye ,is your perfect, . and Perbetus Obe. 


ternal in Heart. external f 4/2 * 
in Life, and dar in Duration, which the Law re- . 
quires ? or, . Curſed 7s every One f Eat Fant; . 
all 8 written in the. = of the:Bign «2 
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=. Gal. tit. 10. The — 5 4 820 . Mie tho' you 7 
| keep it N 25 yet offend in one Point, you are 
Fam | 


guilty 2 all, Ii. 20. Now, is there no Point 

7 4 Ya in your State, Nature, Heart or Thought all 

22 Vie not to ſpeak of your Words and Actions? 

f-there be, then you're guilty of all; and ſeeing by 

the Law is the Knowledge thus of your Sin and Guilt, 

how can you be juſtified by the Law? Can that holy 

* _Tighteous Law pronounce you juſt and righteous? No, 

- no; in vain do you think of Righteouſneſs by the 

Ia: Therefore, what think ye of Chriſt the Meſſi as, 
| who 1s called Jehovah Thidkennu, the Lord our Rig 

_ zzou/r/;, Jer. xxiii. 6. It is he that came to fulfil 

the Righteouſneſs of the Law in his own Perſon really 

and actively, that the Righteouſneſs of the Law might 

be fulfilled in us imputatively and paſſively, Rom. 

| | vii. 4. Is not this the only Righteouſneſs that mag- 

a nifies the Law and makes it honourable? You mag- 

| nify your own Righteouſneſs, which does but diſgrace 

and diſhonour the Law; but what think ye of Chriſt? 

Do you magnify and honour him, as the Lord the Rigl. 

' zeouſneſ?  Ought not you to magnify that Righteouſ- 
neſs that magnifies the Law, ſeeing it is more than an WP" 
Angelical Righteouſneſs f It i is not the Righteouſneſs of 
a Man only, or of Damid's Son; but the Righteouſneſs iſ 
of God, and of David's Lord. If you think no more 

of Chriſt but that he is David's Son, no wonder then 
you be hankering aſter the Law, and a poor pitiful Righ- 
s - teouſneſs of your own; you have never ſeen the glory i 
of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs: But if you think duly of Po 
> - Chrift, you'll ſee him to be the Lord Jehovab, and his FO 
| | Righteouſneſs to be a glorious Divine Righteouſneſs, ſo 
as you will count all things but Loſs and Dung for the Ex- 
| cellency of the Knowledge of him, and to be feund in him, 
nat hawin Jour own Righteoufue that is after the Law, 
A Lu the Righteouſneſs which is of God in Chriſt 6y 
AR Faith, Phil, ii. 8, 9. Let all your Queſtions about the &, 
WH." Law then, might Chrift ſay, give Way to this great n. 
| Sn, what — ye of Chr ang hi e 
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u Righteouſneſs? Your Righieouſneſſ. ill not abide this - 

re I firſt Fire of the Law when it comes th be diſcharged a- 

nt ¶ gainſt you, and to exact Obedience andSatisfattion ; but 

111 I Chriſt's Obedience upto Death anſwers ie whole Charge 

>> Jof its Precept and Sanction both to the full: There- 

dy fore, what think ye of Chriſt, and what think ye of 

[t, Ihis Righteouſneſs? This is the firſt Thing imported in 

ly this Queſtion, as it ſtands here. += 

o, | Secondly, what think ye of his Pedigree? That this 

he is imported in the Queſtidn, appears from the Connec- 
„tion alſo, Whoſe Son in be? What think ye of his 

1 Pedigree? They thought it was eaſy to anſwer that 

f14YQuettion, by ſaying only, He is David's Son. They 

ly might have known it was not ſo eaſy to anſwer that 

ht Queſtion, if they had conſidere@ the Queſtion of the 

„. Prophet Jaiab, Chap liii. 8. Who Pall declare his 

g- generation? And the Deſcription which that Pro- 

phet gives of him, 7/2. ix. 6. that the Name of the | 

ce ¶Maſtas, the Child born and*Son given to us, ſhould: © 8 

t? Ibe Ponderful, Chumſellour, and the Mighty, Gau, se. © 

-Everlaſling Father, the Prince of Peace. What-thigls © © © il 

u- e of his Pedigree as he is Man? No doubt this s 

an partly implied in the Queſtion; for Chriſt did; nos 8 
of Niſprove their Anſwer, tho' it was hyt to the leaſt Part 

eſs Jof the Queſtion : He is David's Sdn, ſay they; and. 

it is right to think of him as the Son > David, clo--' © ñxĩt?] 

greaz Myſtery. e 


hed with our Nature: Here was the 


en | 
h. odlineſs, God mani feſſed in the Flefp. It ag no My- _.. 
ry {ery for the Phar less to think only that he was the. * a 


his {ous Seed: And if that be all, that he was the Son | 
ſo of David, they might thus think of Chriſt, and yr 
;- ſ{hink nothing of him. But it is another Thing se? 
, Think of him as God in our Nature. If we think du. 
iv, Wy of Chrilt as the Son of David, or in humane: Naz... ð ò 
25 (ure, then, muſt we not think that God is comeryetſt® 7 +. 

he ear ie ſo as there is a natural Sibneſs betwixt h 
eat (nd us, he being Bone of our Bone, and Fl/b of 0 
ng Fe? Muſt we not think, that he wonderfully emptied _ 

+. Ihimſelf of his Divine Glory, and humbled haynſelf unto > 172" >= 
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5 yu God, yet he Ay himſelf 4 Re ES 

Flory, Qothed with Rags of our Fleſh : God calls him 

552 an that it is his Fellow, yet he was made a Fellow 

to Thieves and Malefactors, and a Murderer preferred 

_ befo# him. Tho' he was the Prince of Life, yet, as 

the Word may be rendered, he evacuated or emptied 

| himſelf unto oath | and yet, to them that know him. 

Ke is moſt lovely, even in his greateſt Abaſement. 

What think ye of Chriſt as man, as the Son of Da- 

vid, the Son of man, a man of the ſame Infirmities 

| with us, except ſinful Infirmities? He was made in 

al Things like unto us, Sin only excefited : He be- 

. came a poor man in ali outward Reſpects, a diſtreſſed 

| 1055 a Man of” Sorrows. and acquainted with Grief, 

à tempted man, toffed and tempred of the devil ſome- 

© A he going thro' all the Ages of a man, firſt con- 

Ceired, then born, then a Babe, chen a Youth, and 

18 at laſt the perfect Stature of a man: He became à 

mortal man, and accordingly was put to à painful and 

1 -ſhameful death; yet a noh man, a wonderful Ra 

God-man: What think 1 of the man Chriſt Jeſus 

But the main Thing” imported in the Queſtion here 

_ with relation to his Pedigree, is, What think ye of his 

Pedigree, as he is God? What think ye of Chriſt, in 
05 Reſpect? For to ſeparate Chriſt from God, 

tg ztfike. him no Chriſt; therefore the Queltion. 5 3s 
1 tnhk y e of Chriſt, whoſe Son he is, with reſpe 

td ni Aifine Nature, as well as his Humane? That 

_ this was the Import of Kis Queſtion, appears from his 

> +. Reply totheir Anſwer, How then does David call him 

MN 7 ED Firus He is Lord Jeuovan, the only begotten-Son 

- of Gad, the Brightnef of the Father's Glory, Sc. by 

. Ws all Things were made, Fohn i. 3. Heb. i. 2. 

. This the Hian Blaſphemy, to affirm him & be no more 

| but Ompiufeus Patri, but not Omoufias; that is, like 

_ unto the” Father, but not the ſame Eſſence Sub- 

- flance”with him. He js, according to his | odheag, 

arrayed with all Glory. All the Creatures are to 

i im as the drop of a Bucket; yea, as NOUN: * 
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to him, who is the ſubſtantial Image of God 
the eternal Son of-God, by an ineffable generat ps As 
whatever” 4rjans and Atheifts think of hoſt ; 325 
Chriſt himſelf thought it no Robbery to be « 
God, Phil. ii. 6. Therefore what think y 
Is ke no more but the Son of David? The e * 50 1 5 
ed upon Chriſt, as an ignorant Clown will look = * 5 | 
the Sun,” and, it may be, will think it no bigger 8 
his Bonnet, or, at moſt, no larger than a milftone ;'ſo - +. 
did the Jews: The Phariſees looked upon the 7 
Cod, fayul, I not this the Carpenter's Son ©, N 
cheir utmoſt was, That he was the Son of David, „ „ 
did not ſee him to be the Son of God. What think - ye 
of Chriſt ? Do ye ſee all the Attributes of God to n es 23 
him, and all his Actions, as Mediator, to be dignified _ 18 3 
with infinite Virtue and Value that he was able to a,. 
tisfy infinite Juſtice; that 5 able to fave to tlg ut: 2 
termoſt; that he is the adequate Object of divine . SS x ." 
chip; and a full ſuitable Portion for an immortal Sonn. = 
f* becauſe he is the Son of God, as well as the Son of Ha.. 
vid? All this is W in che Queſtion, What. think | 7 
"7 of Chris? 
Thirdly, What think ye of bis perſon? This . 
tion i is alſo plainly imported in that, What think. YE N 
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the ſecond Perſon of the glorious Trinty It is N 5 Wy - | 
that Chriſt ſpeaks of himſelf. here as perſonally conſis: © "i 
dered, and as having two diſtin Natures in one Pers, © ©* "i 
ſon. . Now, the Humane Nature of Chriſt is not a . N hy 5 us 
ſon diſtin& from the divine; tho' the Natures are. 8 2 th. 
ſtinct, che Perſon is One. But the Anſwer of the Pha 3 as 4 
riſces to this Queſtion, ſhewed they had no diſtint * 


Knowledge of this myſtery ; for they anſwer, He is the +7 188 
Son of David, without knowing that he was the Son 9 
of God, as well as the Son of David, in one Perſon: £44 
which made Chrift here to declare his ſovereign Lord + 48 
ſhip and Godhead, as well as his by bY 5 A "0 
e Queltion then, whack Gar UL IRON © . 
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and of the ſame Perſonality with the Son of God? 
Here is Matter of Thought to the intelligent Mind: 
What think ye of the wonderful Manner, in which 


Partaker of the humane Nature? Here is a glorious 


ye of the wonderful Way, that God in his infinite Wiſ- 
dom hath taken, to bring God and Nen together, even 


partaking of both Natures in one Perſon, is fit for 
bringing both God and Man into one, and to lay his 
land upon both Parties? What think ye of ſuch a 
- glorious Perſon as finite and Infinite, Time and Eterni- 
ty, Creator and Creature joined together? ohn i. 14. 
Te Word was made Flip, and dwelt among us, and we. 
©  Geheld his Glory, the Glory as of the only Begotten of the 
Faiber, full of Grace and Truth. 7 5 | 


ing? This I ſuppoſe muſt alſo be the Import of the 
Queſtion objetively conſidered, as it is here generally 
propoſed ; for Chriſt ſignifies Auointed, in the Hebrew 
it is Meat, in the Greek it is Chriſt, and in our 


| main 
tion itſelf lies, it is the more neceſſary that this be 
= particularly opened. The Queſtion then comes to 


cis in general, What think ye of his Father the A- 


Fald; How? See P/al. Av. 7. God, thy God, hath 
UE — anointed thee with the Oil of Gladneſs above thy Fel- 
= ws. How much Pains is Chriſt at, in the Goſpel, to 
recommend his Father, as ſending and authoriſing him 

$0 his Mediatorial Work? Again, What think ye of his 

Office, to which he is anointed ? He hath not taken.the 

Honour of the mediatorial Office upon him, withaut 

deing called of God, and anomted of God er 
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. | derſtand, was, What think ye of that wonderful Per- 
ſion God-man, in whom the Humane Nature is advan- | 
ced to ſuch an unſpeakable dignity, as to be united to, 


- Tinful Men may come to be Partakers of the divine 
Nature, even by the holy Son of God his being a. 


Subject for Thought and Contemplation. . What think 


in and. through him, who is both God and Man, and 


* Fourthly, What think ye of his Un#im or Anoint- 


Language it is the Arointed: And this being the 
'ord, on which the Weight of the general Que- 


nointer: John vi. 27. For him hath God the Father 
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I. v. 5. we do not think honourably enough of any 
of his ſaving Offices, unleſs we at the ſame Time appre- 


„ hend his Divine Unction thereunto. Again it comes 
? Ito this, What think, ye of his Spirit, the Ointment 
I wherewith he is anointed ? 7A. Ixi. 1. The Spirit of © 
h Elbe Lord God is upon me, for he hath anointed me. Tia. 
©. xlii. 1. I have put my Spirit upon him, and he ſhall 
a. ring forth. FA udgment to the Gentiles. There is the 
Ss [Meaning of the Queſtion in general, with reſpect to 
K this Chris, who is the Subject-Matter of the Queſtion : 


But there is much in this Name Chri/, and more than 
2. we can tell; I only name ſome Particulars further here 
d imported. 47 What think ye of his Prophecy and 
r Teaching? For, as Chriſt, he is anointed to be a Pro- 
S phet: Ibo teac hes like him? ſays Elihu, Job xxxvi. 
a 22. Other Phrophets and Teachers have no Wiſdom 
but what he gives them; but in him are hid all the 
+ [Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. Other Prophets 
may err, but he teaches infallibly; for he is truth itſelf, 
e full of Grace and Truth. Other Teachers may be 
daſht, but he teaches anthoritatively; he ſpeaks as One. - -_ 
having Authority, and not as the Scribes, Other 
Teachers may fail in their Deſign, and prove unſuc- 
ceſsful in their Work; but he teaches efficaciouſly: 
Men work upon a Capacity, but he can give the Ga 
pacity ; the Entrance of his Words giveth Light, he 
gives Underftanding to the Simple. The Excellency 7 
of his Teaching is fingular, if we conſider his Ability, © © 
and Fidelity ; the Matter af his Teaching is ſingular. 
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> Fif we confider it is the whole Will of God for our Sal- 
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| 2 all in one. What high Thoughts may we 


27 12 5 ner thts Dy Le Frans 
ut it is his Prerogative alone, 
faying, Come to me, all ye that labour, Kc. Look to me 
and be fayed ; Iam the Roſe of Sharon, I am the Light J 
of the World; I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. O then, was there ever any Phrophet or Teach- 
er that could compete with him? The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, ſays Chriſt, for he 455 anoin- 
ted me to preach glad Tidings to te Meek: He is 
the Chriſt, the anointed Prophet ; and what think ye 
of Chriſt ; (2.) What think ye of his Priest bod E i, 
as Chriſt, he is anointed to be a Prieft for ever, after 
the Order of Meic hiſedect. All the Levitical Priefls 
were but Shadows and Types of him, who the 
true Prieſt, the true Temple, the true Altar, E true 


5 — 


have of his Oblation, or Oben unto Death, even 
Death of the Croſs For here was the grand Con- 
dition of the Covenant of Redemption or Grace ful- 
| filled, The Covenant of Grace was all Grace with 
Ei: / Reta to God, Who of his Grace found out the Ran- 
ſom, and with Reſpett to us who are ſaved by Grace; 
baut with Reſpect to Chri dt, it is a Covenant made u- 
pon Terms and Conditions, namely, his Obedience, 
Righteouſneſs, Paſſion and Oblation; Vom Gd hath NW 
4 Forth to be the Propitiation through Faith in his 
Blood, &e. Rom. iii. 25. O what a free, full, per- 
{ holy, ſweet. and atisfying Sacrifice did he offer 
of himlelf, even a Sacriſice of a ſweet-ſmelling Sa- 
" Your unto God, whereby Juſtice was fatisfy'd, Wrath 
. Sin expiated, God attoned, Death B 
1 NS, Heayen purchaſed, and the Devil 
dom deſtroyed; for by Death he deſtroyed him 
125 f 


ac „ = bee 


2 — | — 


| ad the Power of Death, that is the Devil! What. 
may we think of his Interceſlion, grounded upon this 


NN Ohblacion ? For he is able 10 fave to the uttermoſt all that 


com to God by him, becauſe he ever lives 10 make In- 
. on. Here is the Antidote againſt all Charges 
and Accuſations, Rom. viii. 33» 34. The Antidote a- 


bn -all een, Al. 1. 7 18. & iv. 60 72 


xiv. 16, 17. ſee Fohn iv. 74. Chirift's Interceſfion i- 


ted to bè a King, P/al. ii. 6. Thaw? fed my. King, or. 


ternally crowned and glorified ; He will reign rogue 


ſhew what a powerful and peateable, mild and met-. 
ciful, wiſe and holy, juſt and righteous King out L. 
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in Antidote againſt all the Snares of the World, hs. - 
xvii. 15. againſt all Sins, Failings and Infirmities, 
1 Fobn ii. 1, 2. againſt all Fears, through Senſe of 
nworthineſs, to dra near to God's Throne of Grace,” ' Mt 
b. iv. 15,16. Heb. x. 19, 20, 21, 22. and againſt - if 
| Feats o . and Falling away, John xvii. 11. 
O his Promiſe, his Power, his Prayer, give great ge. 
curity, and greater cannot be given: He hath prayed _ - 4 . 


for the Spirit, and the conftant Abiding thereof, obs 


founded on his Oblation, and the Father is ſo well 5 
pleaſed with the Oblation, that he cannot refuſe his In- 4 
terceſſion; nay, he hears him always: Therefore, wat 
think ye of Chriſt ?' (3.) What think ye of his KRing-g © 
dom and Royalty? The Queſtion, I bat think ye of _ 
C-5rift ?. imports this alſo; for, as Chriſt, he is anoin- 99 4 
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as it ig in the Hebrew, anointed my King, Ns e 
holy hill of Zion. Is not all Power in Heaven and Farth 
committed unto him, having on his Veſtare ind " 
Thigh this Name written, K IN Gf KI * „ ans 7 
Lok D of Loxps? He is the King ehe and ' 3B 
immortal, the Government is upon his Shoulders, and |. * 


of the Increaſe of his Kingdom and Govern none there 
ſhall be no End. His delivering up the Kiligdom to 
his Father at laſt, is but a Changing the Manner of his 
Adminiſtration, and delivering up all his Members, ß 
whom his Kingdom conſiſts, unto his Father, to be ? 
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Eternity, and the Children of Zion will be joyful in 
their King, and ſing through Eternity. I might here 


* 
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| Jeſus is 3 and then aſk you, What think ye of Chrift T. IG 
But it is not poſſible to give ſo much as a Hint at te 


Thouſand Part of his Glory and Royalty : His King- . 
dom is ſpiritual and internal; if you be his Spiritual!!! 
Subjects, his Kingdom is within you; yea, tho? oon 
be yet Subjects to the Devil, he hath Power over all . 
Hearts, and can ſoften the 8 au bind the . We 
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SS «ie, ig 
ee, and matte the People falt down "under him: Yea, 
nile e he . ber he .,not only. cc 
GSod of Power, but the Prince of Hede, Ia, ix. 6. 
and d therefore, as a Prphit, he preaches Peace ; as a 

GY 6 8 > C4 4 1 \ On 215 5 
Peril, he purchaſes Peace; and as a King, he proclaims 
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Peace; yea, Creates the Fruit of the Lips, Peace, Peace 
«+6 : k 


10 him that is afar off, and to him that is nigh. As a 
AE dee Potentate he is able, and as à Prince of 
G Peace he is ready, to ſave to the uttermoſt. Az, he is | 
full of Power, ſo he is full of Pity ;- and his Power and 
Peace both are joined together, for the . 5 
ment of Sinners to come to him, Ja. xxvii. 5, Let him 
ale Hold of my Strength, that be may mate Peace | 
| Filth me, and he ſhall make Peac with.-me.  Perbaps, - | 
Ss by the By, ſome poor Soul is thinking, O but I have 
Ow. no Strength to take Hold of his Strength. Well, it is 
iggzt ſo to think of yourſelf, and of your own Weak- 
ngmeſs and Wickedneſs: But no Strength comes in by 
2 - _ that Thought, while poring on yourſelf only; that is | 
but the Half of what you are to think, when you. think \ 
Light of yourſelves,” as weak and wicked. But what 
e 4 chink ye of Chriſt our glorious King? If you can think 
-- = © honogtably of him, as able and willing to help you, O 
ou Would find Strength coming in with ſuch a 
Thought: And high Thoughts of a powerful and 
8 merciful King Jeſus, is one of the Ways of taking Hold 
of his Strength. If you ſuppoſe that you think he is 
able and ready, and yet you find no Strength coming 
in, O ſuſpect your own Thought of him, that it is but 
2 a miſhelieving and diſhonourable Thought: For I aſ- 
ſure you, right Thoughts of Chriſt will ſet the Heart 
2 all in Motion towards him. But now O there would 
. be no End jn ſpeaking of the Royalties of King 
II sus, his Royal Throne, his Royal Crown, his 
Nopal Victories, his Royal Triumphs, and the Royal - 
Intertainment that he gives to his Subjects at his 
Table above, and even below, when he brings them to 
his Banqueting-houſe, I ſhall only add, I Mt as it 
1 ee grenten-than sahne f here: Tha e King | 
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67 Teer ng of Zion ; he bath an 
ings under his Check and Controul; and What the 
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ye of Chriſt then? Other Kings have their B 


ons, for the moſt Part, by Uſurpation, by Eneroach, 
ment; but Chriſt is King conſtitute of his Father 
2 4 buxxix: 27. III ma him my Fir/l-born, hig ler 
than the Kings of the Barth,” and all this for the Good 
bf his People, Eph. i. 22. He hath 1 all Things un- 
der his Feet, and given him to be Head over all T, hings 
unto his Church.” This leads to another Import of” the 
ER as, | 
: (4.) What think ye of his Authority and abting; | 
Common, Fulneſs, Furniture, and Fi 
cuting of theſe ſaving Offices? For all this is implie, 
in the Deſignation Curisr, the Anointed ; that 
is, One tommiſſionate and | qualified of God, by a ſuper- 
eminent Un&ion, John iii. 34. Behold his Wegen. 
ey here, above all that ever had the like Offices. Be- 
; old he is anointed, for the Concurrence of all ir 
Offices, whether general; as Saviour, Surety, R 
deemer ; or particular, as Prophet, Priek, Kin . 
Some bare been Prophets, ſome Prieſts, ſome Kings 
anointed; but never any was anointed to all theſe but 
Chriſt.: ' What think ye of Chris? Behold the Matier 
of his Anointing i others have been anointed with may 
terial Oil, but, ginted er Holy Oil, he Ho- 


e- 


nointi en were Anointed in aycb 55 he 
without may have a Fulneſs of Suff- 
ciency, ulneſs of Redundancy ; they 3 


Fulneſs like he Fulneſs of a Veſſel, but his the FY 
neſs of an Ocean; they a Plenitude, but he a Foun 
tain. Behold and view the Duration of his Angintiog ; 
his Saints and Servants may have the Spir 1 PIs. 
times working, ſometimes ceafing, ſometimes.” flowin 

and ſometimes ebbing ; but 4 Th is anointed with au 
enduring Unction, Foln i i. 33. The opt that ge N 
«ded on him, did remain ag e ch n bim; ſce Ie 
; "Pe Hens behold No the Fenty K his 
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WE 6 with kimfelf; 1 9 55 8 uric. given to ms 
were inveſted with any Office in God's Houſe, . = | 
work with them. as mere Men; There was no 4 5 


betwixt chem and the Spirit given to them: But as 
Chriſt is anvinted with the Spirit as he is Mediator 
God - Man, ſo as to God he is co-equal with the Spirit, 
| wherewith he is anointed; yea, the ſame in Subſtance, | 
equal in Power and in Glory with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt. And what think ye of Chrift, his Au- 
thority, Ability, and Furniture for his Work? In a 
Word, behold the Efficacy of his Anointing: and the 
communicgble Nature thereof: | He is anointed above 


his Fellows, yet ſo, as he bath Fellows to whom he 


allows Fellowſhip in the fame Anvinting : He hath not 
only received the Spirit of all Grace and Gifts for himſelf, 

but He received gifts for Men, even for the Rebel- 
lious, Plal. Ixviii. 18. Hence, according to his 


N Pleaſure, he allows the Oil to drop down to the Skirts 


of his Garment ; yea, like Rain upon the mown Grats, 

or Showers that water the Earth, P/a/. lxxii. 6. It is. 

true, Miniſters anointed with the Spirit are ſaid to 

drop, Egel. xx. 46. Sen e, man, drop thy Words to- 
dard the ſcutb: And Meſes ſays, my. Dedtrine' ſhall 
Arp as the Rain but as the Clouds from whence the 

| Rain deſcends have not their 1 ori e in them 

ſelves, but from the Sea, ang, mei Places of the 

Earth, exhaled and drawn up Jea ofthe Sun; 

ſio no Miniſter of Chriſt half por teaching | 

_ heavenly and divine Things, 4 1 N. | 

of himielf ; but it is drawn up d oF Chant,” 

a full Sea and Ocean of all Viſor Wand 

| and i is conveyed unto them, by the Heat and Vigour, 

not of their own Spitit, but the Spirit of Chriſt, who 
is anointed, to anoint others. J O far a liberal 


I Share of his anointing among us at this 3 ! 


In a Word, the Name Chrif imports ſüch an Anoin- 
| ting, as that he is qualified with all. Authority and A- 

. bility, all Furniture and Fittedneſs for his Work of 
faving Sinners with all Fulneſs of Divine Perſections, 


and * Fu liek of Mediatorial Gifts and Graces : : 1 
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8. What think ye of his Aromatical Savour 2 For | 
this! is his Name, C/ri/l the Anointed ; his Ointment - =. 
_ caſts a Perfume througi1 Heaven and Earth. How a- | wy "2 
© voury is he to God ? Why his Sacrifice was of a ſweet · 
ſmelling Savour unto his Father, Eph. v. 2. The ſtink- 
ng Smell of Sin is extin;zuiſhed thereby, and the Per- 
"T3 and Performances of Believers perfumed-3 and 
hence, how ſavoury alſo to Believers ? — * i. 13. His 
| Lips are like Lillies, dropping | fweet-ſme Myrrhe. 
„What think ye of his ſavoury | Name ? Song „„ 
| Becauſe of the ſavour of toy good Ointmernts, thy Names 
is as Ointment poured for th:z . Therefore do the V. irgins. 
Ni /we thee. Were it no more but the Name. JESUS ar © 
SAVIOUR, may it not be ſo delightful to Sinners, 
as to cauſe their Hearts leap within them when they 
hear it, as John leapt in his Mother's Womb for 2 5 
at the Voice of the Bleſſed Virgin's Salutation, Lake 
4i. 44. O what think ye of the Sweet Name RUS! 
It ſhould even pluck your Heart out of your „ | 
and tranſplant it into the Boſom of Chrilt. Ho- de- 
lightful is the very Naming of a Temporal Saviour to 
> them that are in Miſery, when they hear of his Ability 
and Readineſs to deliver them? And may not yοο,ỹ 2 | 
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; . Heart even dance within you for Joy, when you hear 
us ſpeak to you of ſuch a Saviour as ſaves from Sin and 

z | Wrath? O ſweet-ſmelling Name! O have you ne: 
s | Senſe of Smelling |! What think ye of :Chrift 7 ©: | 
fil (6.) What think ye of his Beauty and Comlineſs ? 
3. This i is allo imported in his Name CHRIST, and 

5 ſo in che Queſtion, Nhat think oe of Chrifl, the Andiey: 25 
o ted? | Ointment and Perfume rejoice. the Heart, 2 

7 | Solomot, Prov. xxvii. 9. Now, Chriſt is anointed. 


with the Oil of  gladneſi, Pal. Av. 7. and a _ 
Heart makes, a cheerful countenance ; yea, Oil nales 
the Face to one, Pal. civ. 15. A Saint, that hathk 
i Cu hut a Sprinkling of this Vil, — will his Face N 
s and his Countenance, like Hamma's, be no more ſad 
W Heb his Face thine when ſome of this ¹ 
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we 30% WE 
wens upon him! But O what think- ye of the ſhining 1, 
Oy and Comelineſs of Chriſt, who is anointed from \ 
Heid to Foot! Is he not a/tegether lovely ? ls he not 

exbite and ruddy, the chief. among Ten Thouſands 7 Ts. he... 
not a perfect Beauty? All God's Fulneſs is in him, all oy 

God's Beauty is in him, all God's Glory is to be ſeen” 
in the Face of Jeſus, 2 Cor. iv. 6. O then, What 
think ze of Chriſt? - 4 1619 BE 2 | "4 

.) What think ye of his Worth and Preciouſneſs ? _ 
'This'it alſo imported in the Name CHRIST, and 
ſo in the Queſtion, What think ye of Chriſt,” the Anoin- 
ted for it is precious Ointment, Pſal, cxxxiii. 2. 
Ointment was reckoned of great Worth and Eſteem 
among the Fewws ; It was among the precious Preſents 
that were ſent unto Kings, Jſa. lvii. 9. Hof: xii. i. 
D bow great is the Preciouſneſs and Worth of Chriſt! 
It is the Delight and Recreation, the Study and Oc- 
cupation of Elect Angels, to pry into the Preciouſneſs 
of Chriſt, to look upon the Frame and Fabrick of Sal 
, vation to Mankind - ſinnerg by Chriſt, that they may 

therein obſerve. the glorious Attributes of God, his 
Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, Mercy, 
all ſhining and glittering in it, like bright Stars in the 
Firmament. Let a profane World think what they 
will of Chriſt ; let them flight him and his Goſpel ; 
let them ſcorn kim, and cait him at their Heels; let 
them trample on his Blood and Paſſion, as their Man- 
ner is, making it a common and worthleſs Thing; let 
them deſpiſe his high and celeſtial Myſteries: We 
need not care for their Thoughts; It is enough that 
God the Father hath honoured and exalted him, that 
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the holy Angels do reverence and wowhip him, and 


1 IN „that all the Saints do magnify him. To them that be- 


1 
— i} + * 3 


eve he rs precious: O his Blood is precious. Blood, 

+" Ms Promiſes are Precious Promiſes, his Love is preci- 

"aus Love, and every Thing about him is precious; 
"What think ye of Chriſt ? „ 
([868.) Again, to add no more here, What think ye of 

his Vertue and Uſefulneſs? This, I ſuppoſe, is alſo 
ported in the Name CHRIST, and in the 7 85 
ES | | lion 
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ſtion objectively conſidered, What think ye of Chrift 
"1s. ; | . 4 14 
the Anointed? For as Ointment was and is of mani- 
fold Uſefulneſs, ſo is Chriſt : Eſpecially Oil hath a 
twofold Vertue, 1/, A mollifying Vertue, and a ſoſt- 
ning Quality; ſuch is the Vertue of Chriſt: Were 
the Heart never ſo hard, he can ſoften and molify it; 
2 Drop of that Oil with which he is anointed, I mean 
the ſmalleſt ſaving Motion of his Spirit, can melt and 
diſſolve the Heart, tho' it were harder than a Stone 
or Adamant, Exel. xxxvi. 26. 24ly, It hath a medici- 
nal Vertue; hence it is ſaid of the Samaritan, Luke c. 
34. that he poured in Oil into the Wounds of the diſ- 
treſſed Man, Chriſt is the tender-hearted Samaritan, 
his Blood and Spirit is the Ointment for curing all the 
/ _ Wounds that we got by the Old Serpent. What 
Wounds, what Plagues, what deadly Diſeaſes and de- 
| 8 Maladies are among you? Behold, there is no 
| Diſeaſe out of Hell that ſurmounts the medicinal Ver- 
tue that is in Chriſt! O then, What think ye of Chriſt ? 


. 


4 ** 
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Is there none here to think highly of him? Now, . 
_ theſe Particulars that I have mentioned are imported in 4 FL 


the very Name CHRIST, and ſo implied in the Queſtion $* 
odbjectively conſidered, or with reſpect to the Object 
thereof, What think ye of Chriſi ? 5 lh 
# The Second Thing here propoſed, was, To ſhew the ah 
Import of this Queſtion A#:ively conſidered, or with + | , ' 8 
I. reſpect to the Act of Thinking; bas think ye of '' "i 
Chriſt? No the full Import of this Queſtion, thus 
' viewed, may comprehend more than People are ready 
to imagine. It is not a paſſing Thought, or fleeting, 
Imagin tion; we ought not to explain the Words of 
Chritt by the Motions and Notions of our awn. Spirits f 
We need the Spirit of Chriſt to explain the Words 'of ß | 
Chriſt according to the Mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. ii. af. - 
We may be ſure, as the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. ii. 5. that 1 
d are nat ſufficient of aurſelues to think any Thing _ 
ar of ourſelues, our Sufficiency mul be of Cal: Ang * 
if we can think of nothing aright of ourtelves, far © ˙ 
Jals wg can think of Chriſt: And as none can ſpeak _ > 
dulp of Chrif, nos call Jeſus Lord. wathous. the Sri: 
' | 1 
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7 # 
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rit; fo neither can we think du: of Chriſt, without 
ttuhe Spirit of Chriſt. What then. is the Meaning of 
this Queſtion relating to its Act of Thinking, Mat 
t ehink ye of Cbris There are theſe following Parti- 
culars, which I ſuppoſe are implied therein, and which 
I ſhall alſo propoſe by Way of Query, that you may ſtill 
{earch yourſelves and apply as we go along 
(1) What think ye of Chris? I hat is, What know 
ye of Chriſt? what underſtand ye of Chriſt? - Surely 
=. ye cannot have a right Thought of that which ye do 
Wi. — Mot know, or underſtand. Have ye got the Spirit of 
118 Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge: of Chris? 
1 Epb. i. 17. Hath he Ged, who commended the Light 5 
70 fine out of Darkneſs, /hined into your Hearts, to 
give you the Light of the Knowledge af his Glory in 
the Face of Feſus Chril? Hath God revealed hi- 
Hon in von? Gal. i. 16. Have you ſeen the Son? 
He that ſees the natural Sun in the Firmament, hath a 
Thought of it ſuitable to the Sight he hath thereof: 
But a Man that hath been born blind, and never - ſaw 
the Light, he cannot have a right Notion or Thought 
of the Sun, tho? you ſhould ſpeak never ſo much of 
the Glory of it to him. I have heard of a Man born 
blind, on whom a great deal of Pains was taken to let 
him underſtand what a glorious Creature the Sun was, 
and what bright Beams and Rays it ſends forth thro” 
#. -_ * all, the World; but he was {© far from having any right ; 
| ' Thoughts about it, that, after all the Pains taken on - . 
dum that was poflible, he cries out, O now ( ſays he) ; 
y 
v 


| 
ES; Wh WY know what it is, it is juft like the ſound à Jr un- 
pee. Poor Man; there was the beſt Notion he could 
Be frame about it, for. he nevrerhad Eyes: So it is here, 
* 2 Sirs, we are all born blind, having no ſpiritual Eyes, 
iill God open the Eyes of 'the Underſtanding, and in- 
lighten the Mind in the Knowledge of Chriſt: Weg 
mäay ſpeak of his Glory and Excelleney; but the beſt a7 
vou make of him is, O he is like a very ſtately. and | x, 
majeſtick Perſon as ever ye ſaw: or heard tell of; and of 
Jo you frame che Bnage of a great Man, | fitting on a Þ 
RR 007 , . Notty th 


x 


\ , ily Th, fine. Robes; 2 vou have 


A. 7 £ , K * 1 o e * 
n WY 1 8 Er SEE 3 A „ * ö 
5 - 8 : ; * C 35 : * - 7 F * 1 9 - : 9 . 1 
* L - + 2 Y = L 3 : * 1 5 4 - i; 4 « is 4 — 
* » 7 : 4 : 0 : # — 1 
* : 8 5 5 FO * Y 4 * 79 1 _ ; 1 F 
8 "4 i N * e % . Mn » 
5 1 p ; 
* . : >. 4s - 2 F \ : "I... 
4 Wn ; . * +, 2 i 
; * ” wa. - ” * * 
| 4 — *＋ : s 
. 
4 - FP 1 6 
b * * . - ” * ke 
"5 | 18 100 4 
4 * 
5 _ 1 4 0 
7 
{ 


| on of. him. Put be iy this ? I i prin ies 


they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” The 'Worldjcannot 


tenting himſelf with, and thinking more af a Batley- 
corn than of a Pearl, becauſe he knew not the Worth 


this Life is in his Son, 1 John v. 18. 


Throns, computed . with & 8 


heard with your natural fa of any Deen; en - 
e nf Eyes, DR . 
ne ing and Reaſon, helps vu — 2 5 
with Materials for framing ſurh a Netti: 


1 


mage of your .own Brain, a carnall fan 
bought; 5 true Chriſt is the I N 
God, the Widdom'of God, and the Power ;bf, 
God · Man in one Perſon. Now, have yon got:4 . 
ritual Diſcerning z for .* che natural Man receives pt. 
* the Things of che e God; they are fonlih- 
© neſs to him; neither can he know them! bteanſe 


think of Chriſt, far leis think much of him, he- - 
- cauſe they do hot know him: Like A sbs Cock, oon- ? 


of it; ſo the World think more of the Barley-corn of 
ange good things, than they think of the Pearl of 
great Pride, becauſe they know- it not: Therefore 
the Queſtipn imports, What te ye of Chriſt? 
(2.). What think ye of Chrift ? That is, What 3 
lieve ye gf Chrilt? Knowledge and Faith are like 
the two Eyes of the Soul; Knowledge is the diſcern- 
Ing and apprehending Eye. Faith is the applying and 
appropriating Eye. And as ſaving Knowledge: ig b-⸗ 
- Joſtiye Faith, and ſa vin g Faith fidpcial Knowledge 3:10 
without Knowledge we cannat think duly of Chriſt, 
with reſpe& to what hie is in Niufteif . und withaut 
Faith we cannot duly think: of Si withiepeRt;to - 
what he is to us, ſo as to feceive the Rebatiiiot Led, 5 
namely, ' That God hath. given s eternalbrlEt rind - 
Which Ree. e UG 
25 whoſoever belieyeth not, hath md. Liar? 8 55 5 
10. That the Queſtion concerns thisbelieving Thaught 1 — i 
of Chriſt, is plain from the Context; hos Chriſt - 


2 they had but unworthy 0 of him, if./ 
* not ſe 2 to * David's Lord, that i 2 
« Re, True 
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Sed te Man. This Queſtion then is a Trial of our 
F wi, which Faith is the Evidence of things not ſeen. 


2 What think ye of Chris? ad not, What think 
e of ime? is, Becauſe tho' now they were ſpeaking 
La him, and ſeeing him with their bodily Eyes; yet 


=P of their Senſe. We have no more Faith than an 
On or a Horſe, if we believe no more than we ſee and 
iel: The Brute · heaſts think they have what they find 
they have by Seeing and Feeling; but what do you, 

"that are rational Creatures, thi of; Things that can- 


d not ſeen.“ IJ he Phariſtes here, they ſaw Chriſt, they 
- faw his Miracles; but yet, for all that, they ſaw not 
the true Chriſt by Faith, while they ſaw not his invi- 
ſible Glory, his inviſible Godhead, nor the inviſible 


Therefore it is not, Nhat think ye of me? Your Eyes 

1 ſee me, as if I were no more but a 2 like y 88 
r Alves: But, What-think ye of Chriſt? 

_ oe lee no more of Chriſt than you eek 12 If ſo, Do you te you 


have no Faith. My Friends, the Queſtion concerns 
vou alſo: It is not, What ſee or feel you of Chriſt ? 
og What believe you of Chriſt? There'is a threefold 
Seeing or Feeling, that is to be ſeparate from Believe- 
- Ing. The Firjt is a Corporeal Seeing or Feeling: Tho- 
as thought it a better Way to believe Chriſt to be 
riſen, by ſeeing Ach feeling kim, than by running to- 
the Promiſes without Sight of him; and we all natu- 
rally follow him; But Chriſt tells him, that the beſt 
and moſt bleſſed Way was quite contrary to that, John 
. 29. Bleflaare they that have not ſeen, and yet 
©. © have. believe Again, 2dly, There is a Rational 


S8Beeing, Ss ſeparate from Believing. Tho 
nmaone can believe,” without the Exerciſe, of their ratio- 
eee JON: and tho” x be'ths highell 


i W 9 : e Sub 1 | 
A 
3 . God aud Banat Life ; in and N Whom, 
238 the'God-Man, this Life was to be conveyed from om 


5 | & "And „I ſuppoſe, rr aan why Chriſt here 


| their Faith was not to terminate on what. yas the Ob- | 


ꝝot bs ſeen or felt? Faith is the Evidence of Things . 


Seal appended to his Commiſſion for ſaving Sinners. (& 


have no right Thoughts of Chriſt at all, becauſe you 
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„ Reaſon to believe what God ſpeaks; yet to make na- : > 


_ confulted with Death and the Grave, whether the 1 
could ſend their Gueſts away back and alive W ung 
the World; and fo he beſieved not. If Abraharr, Eh 
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of God t rough Unbelief, but was ſtrong in the F aith, RB” 
 * giving Glory to God, being fally perſuaded thar le 
( © that had promiſed was able td perform.“ It may be.. 
,  Reafon'is whiſpering into the 1 50 of ſome here, agr. 
» ing, O Man, Woman, you're but a dead Stock, a dead. "AM 
Stone; Do you ever think to bea Child of Hab  - \ UE 
that you'll bring forth Fruit unto God? But, if you, * 1 
believe with Abra ham, you'll ſay, Hold your Peace, 
. Carnal Reaſon, you're but a blind Fool in the Matters 
of God: Cannot God out of Stones raiſe up Children 
to Abraham? And as he is able, ſo he bath given me 
many Promiſes in his Word, which he allows me to 
— 
e 
0 


baild upon, and commands me to believe. Unbellef 
builds ay upon Senſe and Reaſon, but F aith builds up- | 1 
on the Power and Promiſe of God; What believe you 15 
of Chriſt? 34h, There is a Spiritual Seeing that is to 1 
ſt be ſeparated from Faith. It is true, there is a ſpiri-  ' | 
„n tual Seeing of ſanctified Knowledge and Underſtand- — 
et | ing, which I ſpoke of already, that is effential to 
a! | Faith; there can be no Believing without this Seeing 
o' | © He that ſees the Son, and believes in him, hate - kB 
* verlaſting Life.” But there is a ſpiritual Seeing of 1 
Experient®, or experimental Senſe and Feeling © "8 


„ 1 Beep. en | b 2 7'*14 . 
which is to be ſeparate from Believing; ſuch as ſpirii: 
i * a. - wo 4 . 4 <5 f 7 S * . 9 2 a F - . ws qe + 4 0 
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tual Mournin 35 ir 
or ſuch like ng, ik 9 Pri pirit. 
are, they ſhould gs of eed be cheriſhed * Thank. 
 fulneſs, as being a Taſte of Heaven and a Eomfort- 
able Means of glorifying God on Earth : th it is 
hi, gerous to make them the Ground 05 Fai for 
are ebbing and 8 g, up and down, / it may 
b. wenty Tir mes in GE ace of one Sermon 3, ADC 
br Faith that is built ereupon Will. be up Anc 


ab therewith. If you believe no longer 2 you ſee 


feel, no wonder that you be ay doubting when vou 
ot feeling. And ſq you're never living by Faith; 
ot Þ 5 892 not properly N when you're 
Faith is one ns Thing, ee 
Or, 1 you build partly on — Fee eeling of God's Work 
within you, and partly on the Truth of God's Word 
27 you, then you're like One that would build a 
ouſe partly on thawin Ice, and artly on a firm 
Nock; furely that Part f the Ho , that was built 
on the T will tumble down eee the Ice melts.: 
But, e the Building of Faith wholly. upon the firm 


Rock, that changes not with the Changes of your 


Senſe; and, Feeling, you will find no more Cauſe of 


Doabting when you have, than when you want theſe 1 


» een le Things; you would be thankful when you 


m, and yet not doubtful when you want them. 
 Videlief, whi h builds upon Things ſeen and felt, Jays 


. 


10 14 eth the Foundation; but Faith, which 5 72 


Edidence of Things not ſeen, lays, even in the Want of 


cee All is yet well and ſecure, Chriſt is what he 


Was, the Promiſe is what it was, ry Truth of God is 
What it was, however I be changed | 
different Thoughts of Faith and nbelief; and what 

think ye? I trow, when the Meaning of che Queſti- 


Theſe are the 


on is, What believe ye of Chriſt? the moſt Fart Will 


"Sad, that either they have no Faith, or very lite. 


Thus Paul believed contrary to Senſe and Feeling, 


| when he got the Promiſe of his own Lite, and the Lite 
of all that were in the 8 Ship with him, Aa, Xxvii. 25. 


. God, Wy Ws that Ly 2 be Zink as it AS 


ling another ; 
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_ outward Appes rances was gone; yet Paul was aſſured 


85 Darkneſs and Tempeſts, How can 1 believe? No in- 
© Tacity of God. in his Werd of Grace and PromiſmGdſ. 
Thus it is in the Matter of Juftificaticn, before God. -* 


| ; ; think that, becauſe I feel the contrary ; I feel my own. 5 4 
5 were no Senſe or Feeling of Sin, there would be nb 


| 2 own, and'a F eeling thereof, then you would have no 
8 there is Roam. for Faith, according to { chr 


in him.“ The very Eſſence of Faith here is to believe 


"iP. 


* 


Why, might Unbelief ſay, if the Sun were thinning; 


through the Righteouſneſs of Chrift ; to belie- 


laying, In my ſelf I have no Righteouſneſs, no i | 
Strengch; but ſurely. in the Lord have J Righteouſ- © ü 


; TY r 
* x 


tals meg. See in-Yhat; Circomſtajiees he was, when ke 
thus belieysd. Fer, 15, 18, 20. their Light was 
gone, the Tempeſi was on chem, and all Hope ſrom 


nd perſwaded that God wand de as he had faid: 


and à fair Wind blowing, if me Sun of Rightedquſne˖is tf 
were ſaining on me, and the Wind of heavenly Influ - 1 
ences blowing, and I were fair before the Wind, then 1 
I would believe: But now, when there is nothing bur 


deed, you cannot, while you make Senſe and Feeling ⁶. 


Ihe Believer is to look upon himſelf as righteous, 
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{elf perfect in Chriſt, and fiducially to chink/nidelt 
righteous in Chriſt: No, ſays Unbelief, I*tanndt 


NS 


Unr ighteouſnels, Sin and Corruption: 'Why, if there 
Room for, Faith; If you had a Righteouſneſs of 'your 


Need of Chriit's Righteouſneſs; but now; that you 
have 2 Feeling of your Unrighteouſneſs; and Zin, 
ord as 
that, 2 Cer. v. laſt. He hath made hifi e Sin for 
© us, that we might be made the Righte 


the quite contrary to what we ice and feel in ourſelves, 


neſs and Strength. Now, tho? I ſhould ſnew no more 


: of the Import of this Queſtion, What th:ak yo of Chris 3 | #2 
but thele T'wo, namely, What know ve of Chrift ? ana 
what believe ye of Chriſt? | Surely it is a Matter of 


eternal Conſequence to anſwer this QueF ian, thus ex- 
| 5 ined; for if you miſs the right Anſwer to theſe 'Fwo 
Bra W 


ſo they that believe in him wil 


; 4 jo * » 94 > 1 
g 7 $ 
A L 


. 
Day will be dredeul, 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. ©He will be 
revealed from Heaven in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 


* geance' on them that know him not, and obey not 


the Goſpel; that is, who never had ſuch Thoughts 


of Chriſt, as to know him, and believe in him as the 


Chriſt of God. Again, 
3.) What think ye of Chrift ? That i is, What ye 
of Chriſt, and what Favour have ye for him? As they 
that know him will believe and put their Truſt in him; 
f love him, for Faith 
works by Love. It muſt be a loving Thought, that 
Ghrift here intended by this Queſtion, while in the 


Context he ſets forth himſelf, not only as David's Son, 


but David's Lord, a God-Man, and fo a glorious Ob- 
ject of Love, altogether lovely. Were our Affections 
enlarged wider than the higheſt Heayen, there is 
. Lovelineſs enough in a God-Man to fill it; and, could 
our Hearts hold ' an Ocean of Love, there is infinite 
Lovelineſs in Chriſt to beſtow it all upon: Every 
Thing in Chriſt is lovely; and therefore the Queſtion, 


What think ye of Chriſt? muſt be, What love ye of 


Chriſt? If any Man love not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
let him be Anathema Maram. atha, ſays the Apoſtle ; 


ſurely they are not Believers, that are not Lovers of 


Chriſt. It is true, Chriſt hath many pretended Lovers, 


that love him only for his Bounty, but not for his 


Beauty,. at ſay they love him; but it is not ſo, if 
you capſider the Qualities of their Love. if, It is an 
eaſy | came eaſily by it, without ever get- 


92 8 ting their natural Emnity diſcovered or broken: T ey 


were never humbled for their Want of Love; ſuch a 
Love is not worth a Farthing. Or, 24h), It is an idle 
Love, it does not lead them to his Service, nor draw 
them to their Prayers; his Commands are ſtill griev- 
ous to them. Or, 34, If it be not an idle, it is a 
Aga Love: It may be the Lawlighnes to them, and 
2 as Pharasd bald to the Mraelites, Ve are idle, ye 
are idle, Exod. v. 17. and fo they fall adoing for 
their Life, according to the Do and LIVE of the 


irt Covenant. nne 9 ne” | 


» * 


COR _ Chriſt: 
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Chriſt : e * to him as a auf 


filler, but a legal 2 to him as only a ¶Laau-giver, 


and as if he Was ſtill ſtanding upon the old Coyenant 
Terms with them, Or, 4thly, If it it be not a legal 


| Love, it is a boſe and licentious Love they have to 


him: It is Love with a Latitude, allowing as much 


Room for the Devil as for Chriſt, as much Room for 
the World as for Chriſt, and as conch Room for Luſts: 


. Surely they that have no other Love to Chriſt, but 
- fſuchan eafy, idle, legal, looſe or licentious Love, 
they are not true Lovers; nay, they are true Haters of 


him, and Enemies to him. Let them ſay as they 


will, that they love Chriſt, yet u pat nothing of 


ſay, I muſt have him. Here are two Nece 
ing, his Neceſſity and your Neceflity ; his Neèceſſity 

indeed is a pure Neceſſity of Love, but your firſt Ne- 
ceſſity was the Neceſſity of Want: But, ſince he from 


him. But, Believer, What thin you of Chriſt ? 


When the Meaning of the Queſtion to you is, Simon 
Son of Jonas, yew | thou me more than theſe? O, can 


you anſwer it with an Appeal, Thou that knows all 


es hings, knoweft that I hoe thee ?-or at leaſt, can you | 
anſwer it with a Sigh, Wo's me that I cannot love him 


as I ought? ' Surely, if you have not a Love of De- 


light rejoicing in him, ye have a Love of Deſire la- 
menting after him. Sometimes the loving Soul goes 


to a Communion, and the ſecret Grone is, O let me 


find Chriſt at this Occaſion! O I muſt have him, 1 


muſt have him? Why mut you have him? Even be- 
cauuſe he muſt have you, Fohn x. 16. Other Sheep 
have, which are not of this Fold; theſe alſo [ Mos ST 


, brings and they ſhall hear my Voice.” He hath ſaid | 


firſt, I mit have you; and that hath ney. © you to 


meet- 


Love hath a Need of you, as well as you from Want 
have a Need of him, you muſt of Neceſſity meet to- 
gether in Love. You love him, becauſe he firſt 


loved you; you ſeek him, becauſe he firk;ſought you: 


Therefore henceforth, as he ſeeks you from Love, 


ſo do you not only ſeek him from Want, that is too - 
. ſelfiſh; 8 12555 let your WA of ſeeking him grow 
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9 what price ye, N wie y Ko 5 
WG  _ Cf What think: . wee F "hat is, What eſteem 
| W. Chriſt, or bat Eliware and Valuation have you 
1.8 him? This is plainly imporzed in the Queſtion 
|| hw Why, might Chriſt gay. ye 8 are — 

1 

\ 

f 


— 
* 


ing your ignorant Eſteem of the Law, by all the 0 
tions you are propoſihg abut it; but what. thin 
of Chrift, whois che Lord of the Law, 7227 as, 

wid's Son and Lord f You have an ignorantiy h ale 

pioion of Me/+;, but what chink ye of Chr: what 

1 5 onour and eſpect do you put upon him ? Surely, 
1 tis them! that believe he ii precious 3 or, as the Word 
3 imports, he is henourable. Where there is true Kno- 
lese of Chriſt, there is Faith; where there is Faitk, 
1 there is Love; and where there is Love, there is 2 
high Eſteem. Some Things, the more they are known, 
wo dhe leſs they are eſteemed: But it is not ſo with Chriſt; 
Ws," they that know him moſt, do eſteem, bim moſt; God 
title Father knows Him beſt, and he eſteems him moſt | 
„ bighly, Ze.xlii. 1. Saints and Angels in Heaven know . 
| next beſt, and how they Aral him, you may 2 
dee, Rev, v. 8,10, 11, 12. The more chat Any on 
Farth knows him, the 127 ore do they eſteem him 4 and 
_- -theſe that do not now him, do not eſteem him, 
1, 22,23, 24. Tbey that are beſt Judges, 
$23 think hipbly'sf Chrig. What j judge ye, hat Eſteem 
 . "have ye of him? There is 2 fourfold Lodging or 
© - "Room that the Eſteem of Chriſt hath.in the Souls of 


1 


4 f ; | '- "them that duly eſteem him. 1. In their Intellectiue Fe 
Faculty, that is, ip their Underſtanding this Eſteem 7 


lodges, ſaying, O I determine to know nothing but Oi 
Chriſti O Urs, if a Man had the Knowledge of all 

37 ; the Univerſities in the World concentred i = wy and of 
pet know not Chriſt, he is but a poor fill Paul, I. 
„ 1685 ht up at the Feet of Camaliel, h 4 Sign a great deal | 


f 1 I | 92 of Nbovle e and human Literature; but. whenever 7; 
1 ke came to E now v Chriſt, N 1 count all but . 


Es. Durg 
Fae N a * d 8 
* ; - p . * 


Dan 515 . . 


Their Choice does this Eſteem lod 1 O they that e- 
ſeem Ohriſt, they {cleft and ſingle him out for 3 
| Head and H Husband, with whom they reſolve to live 
: fie, ſaying, *Whom have I in. Heaven but thee? 
and there is none upon the Earth that Ideſire beſides f 

thee.” | 


thei eir Affections does this Eſteem lodge, theſe do ar- 


dent and vehemently. purſue after him: As nothing 


"can fatisfy a hun ry Man but Food, ſo nothing ſatiſ- 
fes ſuch a Soul but Chriſt; hence proceeds their In- 
J *fuftry in the Uſe of Means and Ordinances, 4. In 
" Heir Retentive Faculty, that is, in their Memory 
I wilthis Efteem alſo lodge; while their Eſteem of 
3 1m makes them remember him, and their Meditati- 
ado of, him to be fweet. When Jremember thee upon 
oy Bed, and meditate on thee in the NM ight watch. 


"neſs, and my Mouth G praiſe thee with ul Li 
Io lxiit. 5, 6.. What we love and chrem, 
„ have a 


ging in our Minds and Thou 
. where does the Strain of our Thou 


24 


* ledge of Chrif Fe * 
#4 my Lord, 2. Tn (A Ekdive Faculty, that is in 


3. In their Proſecutive Faculty, that is, in 


e, my Soul Sall be fatisfied as with Marrow and Fat, © . 
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run? is, no doubt, implied in this 1 e I 427% 


; 

| 

t 

* 

Arbe, think xc of Child? What Room: to.v08) 

1 Aim in your Heart and Thoughts? Now theſe. 
© Particulars, namęly, 1. What now ye, 2. What 


„believe ye, 3. What hure ye, What efteer of WE. x 

- Chriſt ? are here implied. ied. +: Es 8 : 

* 8 The Thind Thing here RENE was, to ew the - 

Import of this Queſtion formally conſidered, with re- 

wal my to _ Quality of the AR, T have hewed Y 

m may be in this Queſtion, with relation.to the: - 3 

ut Object, Ty 4100 the Act of Thinking: Nou tbe n 

75 interrogative Particle Nhat, pointing at the A N ., 

+ 71 of this Act, may furniſh us with ſome urther - "I e 

* 0 Thoughts anent the Import of the Queſtion, formaL 

ey conſidered. It is the Mat in the Text that no- 7 1 

_— Jam eſpecially upon; and befides the General, b 
” "What is your, Opinion of Chriſt, What is your Judg- ts 

. 458 ment 
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ment about Chriſt ? ; 448 is 2 fourfold. hat here 
implied. (1.) What God do you think of him: You / 
Phariſees think much Good of yourſelves; Who \ ff 
but you, and your Righteouſneſs, your Alms, your 
_  Sacrifices, your Temple, your Zeal for Muſer and the 
Law? But, What think ye of Chriſt? Is le ho more 
in your View than a mortal Son of a mortal Man? N 
wonder then, in this Caſe, you think little Good: of 
 Him.-Can you aſcend no higher in your Contemplation 
to apprehend him as the Immortal Son of the Immor- F: 
tal God, the Eternal Son of the Eternal Father, the. 
Righteouſneſs of God, the Gift of God, the true $a- 
_ rrifice, the true Temple, the Antitype of all the Types, 
the Subſtance of all the Shadows, the Fulnefs. of ali 
the Prophecies and Promiſes? What, do you think 
hum good for nothing, but to be deſpiſed, debaſed, and. 
trampled upon? What Good do you think of him f 
(2.) What Ghry do you think to de in him? Do yod 
not darken his Glory, when you look upon arti 4 
to be the Son of David, and not alſo to be the Lord 
of David, and the Lord of Glory, the Root and Off- 
ſpring of David; not only the Offspring of David as 
Man. but the Root of David as God? What think 
Fe of him as the Glory of God, and the God of Glo- 
y, bringing in a Diſpenſation much more glorious. | 
than that of Me/es, which Glory was to be done away, 
2 Cor. iii. 7, 8, 9. © Chriſt, as the Sent of God, being. 
anointed with the Spirit for that End. If the Mini- f 
ſtration of Death written and engraven on Stones was 
glorious, how ſhall not the Miniſtration of the Spirit 6 
be rather glorious? If the Miniſtration of Condem- 
nation be Glory, much more does the Miniſtration of 1 
Righteouſneſs exceed in Glory. And what Glory do - if -* 
you think to be in Chriſt, who is the Glory of all. 7 
this Glory? Do you ſee Chriſt to be thus glorious, 0 
and me to be the Chriſt? Tho' now, might he ſay, ll b 
d 
v 
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this Glory is under a Vail of Fleſh, a Vail of Exina- 
nition and Humiliation ; yet this mean Appearance 
that I'm making now, as if I were no more but a frail 1 
mortal Man, was clearly fotetold to you by the = 
bs ra HORNS: 
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A 4 5 . even that he Would beaMan; | 

of Sorrows : Can you ſee nothing of my 

ry and wy ogy under this Vail ? Is there no 

Gor, in N becauſe there is a Cloud betwaxt 
vou andi it? hat U/e 5 — you think he is of? for, 
= he were A, the Son of David, he could be of no 

great Uſefulneſs to a periſhing World of Sinners: But, 

Fre think and cop der, that herein is the M 44 

' of ivine Grace 95 God o loved i] e World, the 
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ns, a * 8 againſt t dem without Chriſt. 
6 E is the E of the 7 . far , ighteouſneſs. Who 
but Chriſt can.reconcile God to Man, and ingratiate 
Man with God? Who but he can fulfil the Law and 
ſatisfy Juſtice. for them, pay their Debts, heal their 
. Diſcaſes, juſtify, ſanctify, and ſave chem, van. 
Sin, Death and Hell for them, and at laſt raiſe 55 1 
” | mouldered Carcaſe from Corruption to Incorruptio 1 
8 . and inveſt it with a State of everlaſting. Glo in woe - e 
” | higheſt Heaven, with ©, Fulne/s of Jex, and Piers "4 ul 
7 © for-evermure ai his Right-hand?" IS OP. uſcleſs 
| - Chriſt to you, tho he fills All in all, if 
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ind alone can 
K give abundant Satisfaction to the dener Ny Ds . | 
1 = all Things elſe are but dry and empry i Ah Rus | 
n |. and leave Men, deſtitute. ? Odry: 9 Ky LED 
* 19 dry Ordinances, ay Sacraments, by Simons an 


dry Prayers, if Chriſt be away! 0 0 Br ea W ny ” 24 9 320 
iy be not the Milk. ; dry Branches, if he be not the Sap: Mo "4,4:, 38," oh 


dry Clouds, dry Wells, if he be 75 the Water“! O0 = 
31 What Uſe think ye he js 1 what Work and Serrioee 
18 575 for him? 4. hat Marth do you think he is 1 
IVV. 
Dow to N me TG 7 — about the La 1 
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ervaluing tl that Lord God that gave th the: and 
at now is come in the Perſon of th the Mea, to fulfil 
the Law; and is he unworthy to have a Room in your, 
Thoughts ? or what Worth do yon think him o 

you Judge rightly and think duly of him, you'll find 
he hath more real Worth than a1 the World beſide: 
For, put all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth in one 
Scale, and Chriſt im another, you'll find them all to be 
lighter than Vanity. This is plain, if yeu conſider, 


that when all cb World of Men and Angels, and 


Creatures were weighed in the Balance with Divine 
Juſtice, they were found too light to counterpoile it, 


make e up the full Sum or Value thatthould-fatisfy that 
Jultice : It coſt more to redeem a Soul, than all that 


they were worth ; The Redemption of the Soul is 


recious, and ceaſes for ever, ſays the Pſalmiſt, But 
_ having unſearchable Riches, is a Maſs of Trea- 
; Fare big enough for the Purpoſe ; and therefore, when 


D If 


or give Satisfaction to it; all they > gr could not 


\ 


he was laid in the Balance with infinite Juſtice, he 


was found of Weight enough to poiſe it, without any 


looked, and there was none to help, none to Rok 
'« therefore his own Arm brought Salvation, And he 


** trode*the Winepreſs alone, and of tlie People there 
were none with him,” Ifa. Iii. 3. 5. Who among 
the Creatures could go thorow conquering and to con- 


er, as Chriſt did, When he had Heaven, Earth and 
Nel to grapple with What think'ye of Chriſt then? 


what Worth do you think he is of? Upon the whole, 
before I leave this Point, let me ask theſe two Que- | 


+ tions, to bring home this one, concerning what Worth 
do you think Chriſt is of. The firſt Queſtion i is, What 
Price would you buy him at, if you were to buy him? 
. * Surely, if you had a due Thought of Chriſt, and a Diſ- 
* covery of the Pearl, you would for Joy fell your 4// te 
„ buy it, 3 xiii. 44, 45, 46. And when all is done, 
ou your et? to be nothing at all, and 
e Pearl to be All in all. Indeed this Treaſure 
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Ereatüne s Help to hold down the Scale: Nay, He ; 
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be bought at any Paice'; and therefore the Price of it 
\ i 4-is, No Money, xo Price, altogether free, 1/a. lv. 1. To 
+ buy here, isto beg, and take freely; yet, if the Que- 
ſtion be, ON would ye give for him, if he were to 
be bought?“ - Surely,. if you knew. your own Need, 
and his infinite Fulneſs and Suitableneſs for you, the 
Queſtion will ſuggeſt ſome great Thought ef Chriſt. 
O a chouſand thouſand Worlds, if T had then, would 
Igire for him! Yea, but there are ſome that hold him 
at a very low Price, they would not give a Groat or 
pie for Chriſt or his Intereſt, they would not 
part with a Shilling or a Crown for Chriſt or his 
Cauſe; Chriſt or his Goſpel ; nay, they will not part 
with a beaſtly Luſt for him, their Idols and the World 
are of greater Price to them. But there are Others 
that know his Worth better, and are willing to forſake 
all for him, Marth: xix, 27. Ve have forſaken all, and \ 
= followed thee; the holy 5 1 thought nat their 
Lives and their Hearts- blood too dear for Chriſt, , 
Kev. Xii. 11. r 2 7 ay 2 unto the Death, 
that is, they deſpiſed their Lives in Compariſon , 
of Chriſt, they expoſed their Bodies to horrible and 
painful Deaths, their temporal Eſtates to the Spoil, 
taking joy fully the Spoiling of their Goods, and ex- 
poſing their Perſons to all Manner of Shame and 
Contempt for the Cauſe of Chriſt. O but a Soul 
that by Faith apprehends the Worth of Chriſt, will 
d cheerfully and willingly give all for him; and, hav- 
2 | ing won Chriſt, will go away rejoicing, and think his 
„ Penyworth to be very good, very great! The ſe- 
e- | cond Queſtion. is, What Rate would ye ſell bim at, 
hl / ye were to 1 him? Judas ſold him, and the. 
at |. High Prieſts, bought him for Thirty Pieces of Silver, 
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1? A good) Price that: I was prized at of tbem. Zech. 
i. ki. 13. It is ironically, ſpoken, A benny Price Fs 
to || - for a Gad. an; caft it to the Potter, ſays the Loxg, 

| Men of darkned, Uunderſtandings, corrupt Minds, 
id | and depraved Affections, will ſell Chriſt and his 
ire | - Cauſe, Chriſt and a good Conſcience for a Trifle; 
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all eried out with o one Conſent, LS,. O See 


_— that rl abide for ever, ſuth as,C brill can ce 


: Ebert. 0 for { bo. t.as Te in 
the Forty Martyrs, that 55 io vahantly under 
_ Licinins, Anno zoo, that Er, Agricole f 50 | 
ty,” one of the Devil's Agents; 
Ways to draw them to deny Chi And at laſt t 


them with an Offer of 3 and Prefermenk, 'th 


adiotes, chremata dides ta apomenonta ; 10 1 
Eternity, give us Money br 3s will laft to , 


: They ſlighted that pitiful Wealth which \ 
current only in this ' beggarly World, when oming 
in Comp tition with C Pritt and his durable ches ; 

would not fell Chriſt far a World, nay not for 


2 World of Worlds. O at what Rate would you fell 
Chrilt!”' Surely, if you think. duly and highly of 
him, you'll buy him at any Rate, bur ſell kim & no - 
Rate. It is eaſy indeed to frame a afling Thoug ht, 

de 


O why, would put Chriſt i in the Balari with any 


Thing! But ſtay till a Day of Trial come, and the 


5 he ere d cloſs home, Noe, will Jou quit 


auſc, or ab’ you quit abith Fa- 
ther and e and Wife 5 af Chilgren, ' and 


Eflate and Fartune, Houſes and Tards, and'Life and 
all? I traow that would be a hard Queſtion; Shin 


for Shin, and all that a Man hath will he give fer 


his Life, he will quit all before he quit with his 
Life. Surely, if Chriſt be your Life, you would quit 
all other Lives for him, a natural Life, a temporal 


Life, a Life of Pleaſure, a Life of Honour, a Life of 


Eaſe and worldly Accommodations; and if you think 
uch of him, there is ſome Life you have quit for 


geavour, namely, a Life of Sin. a Life of Self, a Life 
of legal Righteouſneſs, that the Life you live may be 
a Lite of Faith on the Son of God. Now, I ſup 

all theſe N hat's are imported in the geſtion, I Fr 
Cord do you think of bim? 2. Whit G do you 
think-to 4 him? 3. What U/ do you'think he 
* for? 4. What Nane you th ink Ke 1+ 0, * 


he 


#7 lis 
3 feral 1 


im already, at leaft in Part, and in Deſire and En- 


5 ©? 


i Ap MAT”: 
de ib do he bought 


What 
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Ty; 5 Phi Queſtion bears all 

ſom, Mal think ye of Chrit ? : 
20 e laf Thing propoſed upon the Expli- 
cation of the * the Queſtion, was, to ſhew 


the Import a f it, luhjectively conſidered, or with re- 
ſpect to the Pe 


ons that are the Subjects 8 or 
to. che Queſtion is put, in the Pronoun ze, 
What think ye of Chrift ? 7 under this Conſidera- 
tion * take a fourfold View of the Queſtion, 
[2 View it as it was put to the Feaus in general, for 
o were:theſe to whom Chriſt is here ſpeaking, Ye 

t are N au hat think ye of Chriſt? Ye that are the 


e Þ 


| People of whom, concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, 
for (as ye on concerning Chriſt) he is the Son of 


Dawid i and ye are the People to whom he and his 


Goſpel behoved firſt to come, for Salvation is of the 
Jews, Fohn iv. 22. Ye are his own People, and 
what think ye of Chrilt ? Ah, © He came to his 


£ 


.* own, and his awn received him not, they thought 


nothing of him when he came; and therefore, as Paul 
lays, Ad xxvili. 28. © The Salvation of God Fſent - 


Ito the Gentiles, -* and he adds, They will hear it. 


Now, of Conſequence, Chriſt and the Goſpel, and 
this * with it, comes to you, Gentiles, ſaying, 

ink ye of Chriſt? O will ye think nothing of 
him; or will ye make Paul a Liar, who ſaid ye ſhould 


hear it; or rather, will ye give the Lie to the Spirit 


of G? Nay, whatever the moſt part do, vet © as 


many as were ordained to eternal Liſe will be 


+ brought to think highly of Chriſt, by getting the ſa- | 


ring Knowledge, Faith, Love and Eſteem of him. 
(2.) View the Queſtion as it was put to the Phari- 


Les, a ſet of Hypocrites and Self-righteous Perſons 3 


Ll 
* 


Ve that. are Phariſees, what think ye of Chriſt? Ve 


are ſtrict Obſervers of the Letter of the Law, and 


think much of your long Prayers, your giving Alms 


7 


of all that you poſſeſs, your F aſting twice a Week, 


your being no open Drunkards, Whoremongers, Ex- 


tortioners,; nor like this or that Publican; but while © 


you think ſo much of yourſelves and your on Righ- 


deo 


* . 71 * Ser y 4; 4 2; 115 1 
1 1 8 * . . X.. : 
n r + 
4.5 7 N * 2 4 ; 
4 . 


* 


N ; - c 1 
r 
. oo * 


— - _- — = —— 
. —— — 
— — — . 
. - 
«a > * 
1 
. 1 
LY 
— 
—_— 
1 


— *. _ 


— —ů — > 


— 1 
— < Bm - "Vt 


= \ — 
— — —— = — —— = 
—— — — f — , ——— —— —— 


3 


— l 
9 N . 
«EC 
. * Fl Vp 
* 0 * U . 43 f , 
— = * VP 
+ | a. 
_ * . : 


—— — 


— . «r;V ĩ7˖71˖˙‚- La. 
— 


—— — 


— 


— — — rag hos 


+4 SR, 
PIR 


2 


1 9 3 1 
je? AY y 


= . - . * 8 1. waa - a 0 = 
yy 7 Wd. pooh __ __ 292 * * _ 4.4 a» +. SH * — r — . g ; 
„ 2 . . * 2 | ww — - —_— - 
. 5 — — . , * * *s 9 * 4 ths — — 
* 3 * K 
$ — — hy - p 
Rm” r p Es. es 4 gp N * ' + 1 * ** * - 
” wo . Lo * 0 — 3 = - . 
— N . 
* * 5 | 
* 0 1 7 
+ A 
4 4 
W 
1 
” * — ” 
lf 


* * 
- 
* 


* 


5 8 = Ro * 8 £4 3 5 Mt, * WY "ad 45 7 ** * 7 0 
* 63% 7 / 2 L N na? - J * 7 re qv 7 * * 1 
1 R FEA * AY fo *. 45d y 7% 2A 4 5 „ p \ 0 
: 1 ' W | ; pO hs c, "i 
R) #. * c "2 9 * * , * 1 8 8 
* ; > — g * ; * ö 0 
: 7 \ 4 . 
1. . * 


teouſneſs, and think nothing © SCANS + 
Harlits go into the "Kingdom before you ; therefore; wha 


think ye of Chriſt the Son of Dawid, the Lordof Da- | 
did, the Lord of the Law, by whom alone'ewer lating 


Righteoujneſsis brought in, anſwering the Spirit, and 
not the Letter of the Law-onfy ? The Queſtion then 
comes to be propoſed to all of the ſme Kidney with 
theſe Phariſees ; Ye that are Hypocrites and ſelf juſti- 
Nee oy: what think ye of Chriſt ? 'Ye that are 
thinking, O you're an honeſt Man, you have ay been 
a good Neighbour, juſt in your Dealing, civil in our 


Carriage, and fo you fancy yourſelf to be touching 


the Law blameleſs ; What, Man are you content to be 


| Judged by the Law ? then to Cæſar let us go, to the 


Law let us go; but only look the law broad in the 


Face, look not only to the Out ſide of the Law, like 


a Man looking only to the Back and Out-fide' of a 
L.ooking-glaſs, or to the Frame and Edge of it; where 


he does not ſee himſelf; but look to the In-fide of 


the Looking-glaſs of the Law, to the Spirituality of 
it; ſet your Face to the Face of the Glaſs," and as 


. — will ſee what a deformed filthy Creature you are, 


you will find it curſing you to your Face, and 
curſing you to Hell for every wicked Thought as well 
as Action, ſaying, Curſed is every one that continues 
not in all Things ⁊uritten in the Boot of the Law to do 
em. Therefore you have need to think again, and 
think better chan ever you did, about a Law- juſtifying 


Vighiteouſneſs, and to think there is need of this Que 


ſtion, M hat think ye of Chriſt? (3.) View the 
Queſtion as it was put to the Sadducees; for it 
ſeems they were combined with the Phariſees here 
againſt Ohriſt, if you compare Verſ. 23, & 34. Now, 
theſe Sadducees were a Sett of People that denied the 


— Pee Immortality of the Soul, the Reſurrection of the Bo- 


dy; the Exiſtence of Spirits and Angels, "425 xxiii. 8. 


© iy a Word they were half Atheiſts, if not wholly ſo, 


SIE Bain of our Day, thatcall themſelves 


ex: Well, ſays Chriſt, what think ye of 


"Chriſt ? -whoſe Son is he? If you could view him as 


4 2 X, 4 y 1 5 mg + a 4 
FOR, Pubkibnr il 


1 


PIES 2 p 1 25 "I n _ n 6 * K 9 n 
2 1 * EN Pant, * * 4 fe IF n 8 2 74 9 * ES © - 
PR *: WHY of a 2 3 - YH I : 7 f * 5 2 82 9 22 PV * * N 
* 1 8 — a K „ & . F * 3 » 2 * * 1 * 
: N bi 8 91 1. ; . 24 * . : * — + * © # : | 2nd 1 N 4 - — . 
, * #. 5 4 4 Þ 
2 * 4 1 F . ; / 


4 * 
not ot oy a Son, * Lord. and God 1 
and as the God of 4braham, Iſaac, and Jacob, not 
/ the God of the Dead, but of the Living; would) N 
perſiſt in theſe Atheiſtical Tenets, concerni the "Bs 
ſurrection of the Body, the Being of Souls? Na, 8 
The Queſtion then is applicable to all that Sort of ; 
People: Ve that are Atheiſts, Deiſts, and damnably 
erroneous Free-thinkers, O what think ye of Chrift ? 
No Doubt, with Herod and his Men of War, you ſet 
him at nought : But O, will you think again and 
recal your Thoughts ? let them fix upon Chrift a while, 
and you ſhall find all the Truths of the Bible cleared 
and vindicated, by him who is the Truth itſelf ; and 
that this eternal Son of God is ſent from the Father, 
of Purpoſe to, confirm them by his Doctrine, Life, 
Death and Reſurrection. Again, (4.) View the r | 
- tion, with Reſpect to its general Peggen, which is 
(together with all other Scriptures) the Profit of all 
to whom it comes, for their Reproof, Correction, or YE. 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 2 Jim. iii. 16. and for - - * 
, convincing of Sinners, or confirming of Saints: And ſo 
it comes to all and every one of ns , Miniſters or Peo- 
ple, High and Low, Rich and "br what think ye 
of Chriſt ? And here I have Occaſion to look round 
about me, and aſk the Queſtion at all and every one 
that hears me ; and indeed we may begin firſt at our- 
ſelves. O we that are Miniſters, what think- we of 
| : Chriſt ? Is he the Son and Lord of David, the eter- 
I nal Son of God? Surely we cannot think, ox ſpeak, 
or preach too much of Chriſt. It is our Honour, i 
wie can ſay, We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Lord; and that to us, who are the leaſt of all 
Saints (may ſome of us ſay) ſhould this grace be given, 
a to preach among the Gentiles the Unſearchable Riches” 
of Chriſt: But, while we ſpeak of Chriſt to others, 
| what do we think of Chriſt ourſelves ? To be ſure; Wo 
we do not think of Chriſt as we ought, we will not |. 
- ſpeak of Chriſt as we ought, Chriſt in the Heart, and 
Chriſt in the Mouth, make right Preaching. If any | 
preach Chriſt out of ines? x the Apoſtle lays, it 4 a 
: we 


b . 
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1 4 - 
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ye of Chriſt ?- büt, What think ye of Chriſt? Again, 
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eit is preached ; but as it muſt be but 


ng Work to ſuch, ſo they would do 
"that the Queſtion is not, What preach 


O ye that are the People, What think ye of Chriſt ? 


Whatever be your State or Condition, Sex or Quality, the 
' Queſtion comes to you; and let none of you dare to, 
neglect the pondering on it, when Chriſt himſelf is 


poſing you with it, what think ye of Chriſt? Ve that 


- and inſtructing them in the Knowledge of Chriſt ? | 


are Magiſtrates, or in Places of Power, Truſt and 


. 


mag 


0 


Authority, what think ye of Chriſt? Are you em- 


gore your Power for Chriſt, and his Cauſe and 


ntereſt ? Ye that are Maſters, or Miſtreſſes of Fami- 
lis, what think ye of Chriſt ? Is it the Language of 
your Soul, As for me and my Houſe we will ſerve 
the Lord? Are you deſiring with Abraham to com- 


mand your Children, and your Houſhold after you, 


to keep the Ways of the Lord, and praying for them, 
Again, Ye that are Children under your Parents, O 


what think ye of Chriſt? Whoſe Son is he? Do you 


know / him to be the Son of David, and the Son of 
- GOD too? And would it not be your great Hap- 
pineſs, to be the Sons and Children of God in him? 


Would you have him for your Maſter and Lord? Is it 
not the greateſt Honour to be his Servants, who is Da- 


* 
* 


our Father and Mother may die, and leave you, 
your everlaſting Father. 2 
Ye that are Servants; what think ye of Chriſt? 


| Are it is your beſt to ſeek an Titre in him e 


” WW 


S Lord i He that was David's Son, was David's 


"Maſter-y\ and as David in Spirit called him Lord, ſo, 
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Llorqds be a Maſter above all Maſters to you. Vethat 
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EO Ss fi6olt nor all that is within * call him Lord ? Serve 


dur Maſters honeſtly, but let him who is the Lord of 


are Tradeſmen, What think 55 Chriſt? Have you 
no Trading with Heaven 2 Does your Civil Trade in 


n World take 7 all your Thoughts? Surely it is ei- 
| 


Trade, or unlawfully uſed; that can- 


ther an unlaw en 
the Chief 


not conſiſt with this Chriſtian Trade of giv 
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Ten theuſand. Ve that are Huſbandmen, what think 


ve of Chriſt? Do you think more of your Ploughs 
and Oxen, or Corn and Cattle, and Barns and 
Goods, than of glorious Chriſt? Do you not knowzwhe- 
ther you be Tenants, Feuars or Freeholders, that you 
are Tenants to him, and hold your All of him? Are 
| you more taken up in thinking of a Crop,-or a 
good Harveſt, than of him who is the Lord of the 
Harveſt, both in a natural and ſpiritual Senſe, and 
Lord of all that you have? Ve that are mean Cotters, 
what think ye of Chriſt? Wo's me, does your Cote- 
| houſe, and your Cow, and your Kail-yard, ly nearer 
your Heart than precious Chriſt ? O ! it you — 4 
. acquainted with Communion with him, you would 
find a mean Cottage with Chriſt better than a prince- 
ß Palace without him. Ye that are poor Beggars, 
what think ye of Chriſt? To the Poor the Goſpel _ 


is preached ; to you is Chriſt and his unſearch 2 

H Riches offered; but I fear there are ſome of yon thi 3 5 

| more of a Half-penny than you think of Chriſt : Ee 
laſting Poverty and Miſery will be your Portion, If T 


your Thoughts be not changed and renewed. Tse 
come to Communion-Occaſions only to beg Alms. 
„not knowing that then you are at the Beautiful Gate 
of the Temple, where you might get an Alms that 

, would enrich you for ever. You have the Art of 
? F' begging from Men, and from Door to Noor, but 
it 5 you never think of begging at Chriſt's Door: 

l 


O will you begin to think, and to think of Chriſt. 
's before the Door of Mercy be ſhut ! Again, ye thax 
O, 


are rich, and wealthy in the World, What think ye 
ve of Chriſt? Hath he given you Riches, think you, to 
ſteal away your Hearts from him, or rather to im- 

- prove them for, and conſecrate them to his Honour, 
du and for the Good of others, eſpecially of the:Houſhold | 

of Faith? Men may court your Favour, hut vou are 
tobe Pers, as a poor. miſerable Wretch, if you have 
1” | your Portion only in this Life; tho' you had all the 

ef Gold of Ophir, without Chriſt you have nothing but 


* a Shadow, you are deſtituts of the true Subſt ou 
(;* 
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: that are wiſe, . mighty or 3 "what think - on of 
Chriſt ? May it not ſtartle you alittle, that he hath \ 


ſaid, Not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not ma- 


ny mighty, not many noble are called ; but God hath 


ot the fooliſh, weak, baſe and deſpicable Things 
of the World : You have no Reaſon to deſpair, for 
he hath not ſaid ot any of them; but yet you 
have Reaſon to think where you are, for he hath ſaid 


not many of them: And indeed, as an Evidence of 


this, look to the great Men of our Day, you'll ſee, 


that the Generality of the Nobility and Gentry of 
Scotland and England, they think very little of 
- 'Ehrift. vou That are Scholars and Students, 
Wat think ye of Chriſt ? what will all the Wiſdom 

and Literature, liberal Arts and Sciences, and beſt Ac“ 


complifhments in the World avail you, without 
Chriſt? They will qualify you to be more eminent 
Servants to the Devil, and his Intereſt, if you learn 


not Chriſt together with them. You may be Stu- 


dents of Latin, Greek and Hebrew, Students of Phi-“ 
loſophy, Aſtronomy, Aſtrology, Geography, and Ma- 
thematicks, yea, and 225 of Divinity too ; and 
yet loſe all your Bains, if you do not ſtudy Chritt. 
'Ye that are ignorant and il nate Perſons, What think 
ye of Chriſt ? It may be ye cannot read the Bible; you 


was never at a School: your Parents died when you 


leſs, and would not ſet you to the School; or if 
can read, that is all: You know not ſo much as the firſt 
Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and can hardly 
tell whyſe Son he is. If you could be brought this 
| Day to think highly of Chriſt; then ſhould you know, 
and follow on to know the Lord. O neglect not hence- 


were young, or elſe were poor, and could not, or 1 


255 be the Means of the Knowledge of Chriſt; if you 


of him, he will make you wiſer than the reſt of 
the World, for as far behind as yotrare, even wiſe un- 
to Salvation! Ye that are old Men and Women, what 


think ye of Chriſt? How many Thouſands and Milli- 


ons of Thoughts have you beſtowed upon the Devil, 
the World and your Tufts, and Idols in your Time, 
wha would have been better beſtowed upon Chriſt, 

and 
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and the Concerns of your eternal Salvation? And now, © ©: 


that Death, Judgment and Eternity are hard at Hand, . 
O, how can you think of going down to the Grave, 
and in to an everlaſting State, without being in Caſe to 
anſwer this Queſtion to Purpoſe, What think ye of 
Chrift ? Ye that are young Men and Women, what 
think ye of Chriſt ? Ve are now in the Flower of your 
Age; O, ſhall not Chriſt have the Flower of your 
Thoughts, that according to the Father's Promiſe to 
him, he may have the Dew of his Youth, by your 
Dedicating to him the Dew of your Youth,and fleeing 
all youthful Luſts? Ye chat are Bairns and Little-ones, 
Lads and Laſſes, Boys and Girls, capable to think, O 
what think ye of Chriſt? Alas, Bairns (to ſay a Word 
to you) you may ſee, what ill Hearts you have, that 
make yottthink more of little Plays and Trifles, Nig- 
nays, and Butterflies, than you think of Chrift : You 
mind any Thing ſooner than your Creator or Re- 
deemer, whom God calls you to, remember in the 
Days of your Youth. - Therefore, after this, when 
you are playing, will you think more of praying ? for 
God ſays, I hue them that lib me, and they that 
ſeel me early ſhall jind me: And think more of reading 
the Bible, like young Timothy, who, from a Child, 
knew the holy Scriptures. In a Word, if there be any 
Body here that thinks I have miſt them, know that 
the Queſtion is to all and every one of you, har 
# think ye of Chriſt? O graceleſs World]! How unwor- | 
thily do you think of Chriſt ? The covetous Man 
thinks more of a groat than of Chriſt, like Demas. 


Ambitious Men think more of a Hat than of Chriſt; 


like Haman, or as Saul, who ſaid to Samuel, Ho 
nour me before the People. The voluptuous Man 
thinks more of a baſe Luſt, than of Chriſt, 'The 
Drunkard thinks more of a hearty Cup, than of 


- Chriſt, The glutton thinks more of a hearty Meal, 
than of Chriſt, The proud Man thinks more of 


hinvelf, than of Chriſt. Pride of Righteouſneſs thinks 
more of Prayers, and Attendance on Ordinances, than 
of Chriſt. Pride of Grace thinks more of a good 
e 1 Frame. 


RI 


. e 3 

Frame, than of Chriſt. Pride of Wiſdom thinks more 
of a Witticiſm, or of a fine Diſcourſe, than of Chriſt. 

Pride of Beauty thinks more of a sSkin-deep Com- 
plexion, than of Chriſt. Pride of Bravery thinks 
more of a fine Suit of clothes, than of Chriſt, tho” 

the filly Sheep wore it on her Back before them. Be- 
hold how Chriſt is vilified and undervalued in the 
World! But, O Believer, What think ye of Chriſt ? 
. Surely, if you be a gracious Perſon, Chriſt will be to 
you a precious Perſon ; and you'll wonder at the Fol- 
ly and Madneſs of the World, that ſets every Thing 
above Cliriſt, in their Thoughts and Eſteem: Why, 

they are ignorant of Chriſt, and ignorant of themſelves ; 
if they were convinced of their Sin and Miſery, they 
would think much of a Saviour and Redeemer; if 
they knew their Diſeaſe, they would think much of 
ſuch a Phyſician to heal them ; if they knew their Na- 
kednefs, they would think much of ſuch a Garment to 
clothe them ; if they knew their Pollution, they 
would think much of ſuch a Fountain to waſh them: ; 
if they knew their deep Arrears to Divine Juſtice, and 
Dyvour-ſtate, they would think much of ſuch a Surety 
to pay their Debt. Surely, if they knew, they would 
not thus deſpiſe the Lord of Glory. However, be it 


known to all and every one of you, that this Queſtion 


is put to you; and you ought to put it to yourſelves, 
beſore God, by diſcovering what you are, and where 
you ſtand. And now, having opened the Import of 
the Queſtion, in the ſeveral Branches of it, I proceed 


next to. 


TH IRD HEAD. 
The Third general Head propoſed, namely, to of- 
fer ſqme Reaſons of the Doctrine, why this i5 the great 


leading Queſtion in the Chriftian Catechiſm, by 


which People are to try themſelves; or Why this 

Queſtion is put as a Touchſtone, for diſcovering what 
1 we are of, I hat think ye of Chriſti? Why, 

| . This Queſtion i is put, What think ve of Gor ift ? 

beczuſe, without right Thoughts of Chriſt, there is 

no right Thought of God ; and without the Son. 

ledge 
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ledge of Chriſt, there is no true Knowledge of Cod. 
Gold is an inviſible God, and Chriſt only is the Inage 
_ of the invifible God, Col. 1. 15. There are three 


Ways to know, ſee and apprehend God: One is, by 
the Creatures he hath made, Rom. i. 20. The in- 


 wifible Things of God are clearly ſeen from the Creation of 


the World, even his eternal Power and Godhead : 
Another is by the Scriptures, for they make God 
known; but the Third and only ſaving Way of know- 


ing and apprehending God, is by Chriſt. Now, the 


Knowledge of God, that we have by the Creatures, is 
like the e ee we have of a Man by his Work- 
manſhip, which he hath N : If the Workman- 
ſhip be rare andexcellent, ſuch as hath required great 
Art and Strength, then we conceive the Man that hath 


done it, hath been a wiſe Man, a 1 nn, and the 
t 


like, according to the Nature of the Workman- 
ſhip : So, when we Know God by the Creatures, we 
conceive, that the God that made them, mult be 2 
great God, a wiſe God, a powerful God, But next, 
The Knowledge that we have of God by the Serip- 
tures ; 1 mean, the literal Knowledge, is like that 
Knowledge that one gets of a famous learned Man, by 
reading what he writes: If in his Writing he hath 
diſcovered much Learning, vaſt Senſe, and ſolid 


Judgment, accordingly we conceive him to be a ſen- 
| ſible judicious Man. So, by reading the Word, we 


may conceive of God's Excellency, as we do of a Man. 


by his Writing; but the Knowledge of God, that we 


get by Chriſt, is like that Knowledge which one gets 
of a King, by having ſeen his Image, or rather his. 
Son, who is as like him. as he can look. Now, Chriſt 


is ſo like the Father, and ſo truly and really his 
Image, that tho' blind Arians cannot fee the eſſential 


Glory of the Father in him, yet he ſays to Philip, 
Fobn xiv. 9. He that hath jeen me, hath ſeen the Fa- 
ther. Now, in the Book of the Creature we may ſee 
the Being of God, in the Book of the Scripture the 
Will of God: But above all theſe, we have another 
Book, writzen, as it were, wick the Rays of the Sun, 

erex 


. 
even Chriſt, whom we 20 3 Book, for he is ſtill 
[Gr. o Logos. zu Theu] the Word of God ; but he is 
not made with Ink and Paper, he is a living Book, 5 
a living Picture and Repreſentative of the Father, the 
Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon, Heb. i. 3. TheiWing Knowledge of God is 
by Chriſt, Jom i. 18. ad in Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
And again, hence, 
2. This Queſtion is put, What think ye of C Pr ist 2 
becauſe. without right Thoughts of Chriſt, there can 
be no Religion, and conſequently no Salvation. There 
is no coming to God, but in Chriſt, John xiv. 6. I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no Man cometh to 
the Father, but by me. Without believing Thoughts 
of Chriſt, then we cannot worſhip God aright or ac- 
ceptably ; for without Faith it is impoſſible for to pleaſe IH 
God, Heb. xi. 6. And I have ſhewed you already, that |, 
right Thinking i is Believing ; and, without believing 
in him, there is no Salvation: He that believes not, | 
ſhall be damned; for there is no other Name given un |, 
der Heaven, whereby we muſt be ſaved, neither is there 
Salvation in any other, 47s iv. 12. A Man, that can- 
not think of Chriſt as he ought, cannot perform a re- | 
ligious Action as he ought : As the evil Man, out of 
the evil Treaſure of his Heart, brings forth evil 
Things; ſo a good Man, out of the good "Treaſure 
of his Heart, brings forth good Things, Mart. xn. 35. 
Now Chriſt in the Heart, by his Spirit, is indeed a 
good Treaſure; and as natural Thoughts produce 
natural Actions, carnal Thoughts carnal Actions; 
ſo ſpiritual Thoughts bring forth ſpiri: ual Actions, 
and Chriſtian Thoughts Chriſtian Actions. True Re- 
ligion begins and advances with the right Thoughts 
ot God. T defy a Man that knows the Lord, to pray 
or worſhip God comfortably, without ſome due Ap- 
prehenſion of Chriſt; for as in Chriſt alone God is 
well pleaſed, fo it is in the View of Chriſt, or of 
God in him, that the Soul is well pleaſed. 
This Queſtion is put, What think Fe of Chrift ? 
becauſe; it is the beſt Rule of Self. Examination, ſeeing, 
as, 
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| a Mens ky of Chriſt are; 5 A 3 as 
\ | a Men think in their Heart, fo are they, Prov. xxiii. 7: 
If a Man be riſen with Chriſt, then his Thoughts and 
Affections are ſet-on Things aboye, where Chriſt fits 
on the right Hand of God, Cal. iii. 1, 2. If you be 
Chriſtians indeed, then you have Chriſt in you the 
Hope of Glory, Col. i. 27. and if Chriſt be in you, 
he will have a high Room in your "Thought and E- 
ſteem; and therefore it is laid down as the beſt Rule 
of Examination, 2 Cor. xiii. 15. Eqamins pourſelurs, 
| whether he be in the Faith, prove pour ſalves, know\ye - 
not your own ſelves, how that Chriſt Feſus is in you, ex- 
Cop? ye be Reprobates ? If any Man have not the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. Now, they 
that haue the S 4 irit, do mind the Things of the Spirit, 
eee od, and particulgrly the CH RIST of 
Ge 


4. This Queſtion i is put, What think ye if uu: 
4 becauſe this Queſtion comprehends all other Queſtions 
in Religion, After the Phariſees had done with aſking 
FB __ their kittle Queſtions about the Law, Chriſt propoies L 
this Queſtion, which ſwallows up all their eſtions, 
and comprehends all that is neceſſary to be om wy 
and if we could anſwer this Queſtion to P : 
| would be in Caſe to anſwer all the Queſtions t re 
cern both the Law and the Goſpel; for Chriſt is the 
End of the Law, and the Sum of — Goſpel. They 
that know Chriſt, they know where to nd all the 
" | Righteouſneſs that the Law requires, and all the Grace 
chat the Goſpel promiſes ; and fo this Queſtion is the 
': | Compend of the Chri/tian Catechiſm, and that not on- 
ly with Reſpect to Knowledge, but alſo with Reſpe@ to 
Practice and Experience. Chriſt is the Sum of pratti?s? 
cal Godlineſs, for without him you can do lens oe . 
A and by him ſtrengthning you, you can do all Thin 
\c | And Chriſt is the Sum of experimental Religion al ; 
, that Experience is not worth much, that hath not 
5 Chriſt forthe Sum total of it, for it is out of his Ful- 
a neſs we receive Grace for Grace: And when a Man ca- 
8. bay, * OY = have been changed in? 
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„ Woared upon him: Till we be brought to think of in 


ka as 4 ( 58 | ee 
the fame Image, it is a rich . In a Word, 
all Queſtions that relate to Chriſtian Experience may 
be reduced tothis one, What think ye of Cbrit? If \ 
the Queſtion be, What know ye of Conviction? What 
know ye of Converſion ? What know ye of Illuminati- 
on? What know ye of Regeneration? What know ye 
of Juſtification ? What know ye of Sanctification? 
What Intereſt have ye in Chriſt ? What Partand Por- 
tion have ye in the Son of 7%? What Share have ye 
of his Grace, and what Hope of his Glory? All ſuch |} ! 
| Queſtions may be anſwered with the Anſwer of this, ; 
. hat think ye of Chriſi- 2 
5. This Queſtion, What think ye of Chrift ? is put,“ 
becaaſe he would, by this, put a Stop, and give a 
Check to all unneceſſary curious Queſtions : - They 
were but curious OI at beft, that the Saddu- , 
ces and Phariſces- asked of Chriſt 3 but here, 


C 

1 

* 
Chriſt gives a Check to them, by a Queſtion of ever- L 
laſting Moment. Some, that are but witleſs Profeſ-- tl 
ſors, ſhew a deal of Curioſity in ſome of their Queſti- 85 
ons, ſuch as, Ibo aua Melchizedeck's Father ? and i * 
che like? but O here's a more neceſſary - Queſtion, | ®* 
Who was Chrift's Father? what think ye of Chriſt, I 
and whoſe Son is he? Here i is an Ocean 5 Wiſdom, 15 
thi 

ous 

of 

ſec 

wa 


thatyou may profitably dive into, and yet never win 
to the Bottom of it ; for who can anſwer that Queſtion 
about Chriſt's F ather, Prev. xxx. 4. What is his Name, 
and what is his Son's Name, if thou canſ! tell? 

5. This Queſtion is put, Fat think ye of Chrift ?. 
becauſe our Thoughts are but loſt, | if they be not 


Chriſt duly, all our Thoughts are but loſt Thoughts, . 
and vain Thoughts; O Jeruſalem, waſh thine Heart 
from Wickeaneſs, how lng ſhall vain Thoughts lodge 
within thee ? The Lord fees the Thoughts of Men to 
be but Vanity; our Thoughts are like Birds inds "Sing "A) 
from Mountain to Mountain, and ſkipping from Place 
to Place ; and like * running after "Butterflies, | 

- their Pains are loſt; ſo are our Thoughts loſt, 
| W Shri!!! 
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1% +. Thi Queſtion 3 is put, What think y ye f cle 
\ FEAR > there are ſo many miſtaken Thoughts of 
Chriſt inthe World.; He is deſpiſed and rejected of Men: 
I The World is filled with Prejudice againſt him ſay- 
Ing, Cas any good Thing come out of Nazareth ? 
Therefore we ought to come and ſee, and conlider 
| what he is, and whoſe Son he is, that we may not run 
into the ſame common Miſtake with the reſt of the 
World, and that we may not take him for a Root cut 


Ine ſs. op 
, 8. This Queſtion is put to us, What think ye of hr 
Chrift . becauſe we have miſtaken Thoughts of other 
4 Things, while we have not right Thoughts of Chriſt. 
Bl The Phariſees had miſtaken Thoughts of God and his 
Law, becauſe they had not right Thoughts of Chriſt ; 
. therefore, Chriſt propoſes this Queſtion. And indeed, 


pur Duty, we miſtake every Thing, as long as we 
that he is about his Duty to God, and yet may he's 


1 fighting againſt God, while Chriſt is not known or 
in thought upon, Ads xxvi. g. I werily thought that * 
org. t to do many Things contrary to the Name of Jeſur 25 


£ of @ dry Ground, Iſa. lil. 2. having an Ern er ce. e 


„ Csirs, we miſtake God, we miſtake the Law, we wil 1 
4 Jake the Goſpel, we miſtake our ſelves, we miſtake 


} miſken Chriſt. A Man may miſtake ſo far, as to think CW 


of Nazareth, ſays Paul: and accordingly he was per- 


2 ſecuting Chriſt i in his Members; yet he thought he = 


vas doing God Service, till once Chrift diſcovered” 
of imſelf, and eried to him, ſaying, Saul Saul, why * 
erſecutef thou me ?- Then he began to think of Chriſt, 
laying, IWho art thou, Lord? Why, I am Jeſus au 
2 Sg catel. Whenever he began to, think doly 
f Oh ty hen he faw he had been in a Miftake. People 
ay hin wit fly they oug ht to do this and that againſt 
ſome - e 's Children; but, if they had fer. 
5 Chriſt, they would have other Thoughts of 
Their $0 and would fee that verily they ought not 
lo ſo. Again, Paul thought his own besehen | 
aing betore he knew ** but then he thou = - 
42 {s: 
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*becauſe thus you may come to underſtand what art 
his Thoughts of you. It is true, His Thoughts art nc 


our Thoughts, nor his Ways our Ways; for as the Hes 
wens are higher than the Earth, ſo are his Thought: 
higher than our Thoughts: And hence he may have 


Thoughts of Mercy towards a poor Soul, that thinks 


there is nothing but Wrath in his Heart againſt it. But 
this I ſay, That as to your knowing and underſtanding 
of his Thoughts towards you; as, on the one Hand, a 
Man in a natural State cannot have high, believing and 
becoming Thoughts of Chriſt, and ſo cannot conclude 
that Chriſt hath any favourable Thoughts of him, 
while he remains thus in Unbelief and Deſpiſing of 


Chriſt ; nay, he may know and underſtand, if he re- 
main in that State thoughtleſs of Chriſt, and diſregard- I, 
ing him, that Chriſt will come in flaming Fire andi 

take Vengeance on him, 2 The/. 1. 7, 8. So, on the fl” 


other Hand, the Man that hath got ſuch Diſcoveries 

of Chriſt, as to create high, ſpiritual and elevated 
Thoughts of Chriſt, he may from thence underſtand, 
that Chriſt thinks well of him, and that his Thoughts 
towards him are Thoughts of Peace and not of Evil; 
to give him an expected End, It is true, Chriſt's t 
Thoughts of the Believer are not up and down, high 
and low, as the Believer's Thoughts of him are; nay, 
Chriſt's Thoughts are unchangeably the ſame: But, 
when the Believer's Thoughts of Chriſt are raiſed, 
then he is in beſt Caſe to know and underſtand Chriſt's 
loving Thoughts towards him. Why, even as a Foun- 
tain may be known by the Streams, ſo it is here; out 
Knowledge, Faith, Love and Eſteem of . 


but Streams that flow from Chtil's, kind Hear to- 
wards us: We be him, becauſe he firſt loved m 
we think of him, becauſe he firſt thinks of us. na, 


therefore, by what we think of Chriſt we may K. 
what he thinks of us: If you think /honourably 0! 62 
him, you may thence know he thinks fayourably off '- 
5 W 
5 | 5 wo 


„ 
ven; if you think much of him, you may know he 
thinks much of you. O, may a Believer ſay, I have 


"+ \%s _ 


| Reafon'to think much Good of him, for he is fairer 1 
ban the Sons of Men, the ſpotleſs Lamb, of God ; but 5 
he hath Reaſon to think much Ill of me, for I am all! * 
black and deformed like Hell and the Devil. Put II 8 
+ tell you, Believer, that all his Thoughts of you make br 
vod io be in him, What he thinks you to be in him, how. : 
9 eber deformed you are in your ſelves, and fee your 4 
t ſelves to be; yet, ay, as his Thoughts make Things 
g to be (for he but thought there ſhould be a World, 
a and there was a World; whenever it was his Mind 
d that it ſhould be, then it was, and whatever he thouglu 
ell it to be, that it was, according to his Thought) and as 


„ his Thoughts of you make you to be in him, what you 
fare in him: So, if you think him fair and altogether ©. 
e lovely, he is not behind with you, for he thinks you. 

d. fair too; hence, to the Spouſe, that was admiring his 
d\ is Bezuty, he ſays, Song iv. 7. Thou art ail fair,. my 
ae Lowe, there is no ſpot in thee- And he does not ſay 

es any Thing, bat what he thinks, his Words ex pre his 


ed Thoughts; for he cannot lie, who is the Strength of 
d, Israel. Now, Believer, if you cannot think or believe 
tl that you're altogether fair in him, becauſe you ſee your, 

il, ſelf altogether foul in yourſelf; know, that if you faw | 
ts} - - your ſelf to be all fair in your ſelf, there would be no 
any | Need of, or Room for believing that you're all fair in 

LY; him . Hence he hath leſt Deformities about yon, that 

ut, there may be Room for Faith; therefore Jet the Feeling 
d, of your Deformity make you humbie, but let jt not 


ſt's hinder your Faith, which muſt not ſtand upon Feeling, 
m/ but mult act contrary to it upon Chriſt's Word: For, 
u if you ground your Faith upon what you feel in your 
are 4 ſelf, you'll never believe what Chriſt ſays anent your 
toi; being a/7 fair, and your being made the Righteouſneſs, 
w i gf God on bin, 2 Cor. v. la. If your. Faith then, 
ind by can act fo as to raiſe your Thoughts of Chriſt as alto» 
dw FE, gether lovely, fair and ſpotleſs, you have Ground to 
off ;*- conclude by that ſame Act of Faith, that he hath high 


„ot |, Thoughts of you, as being all fair and ſpotleſs in him, 
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. | 
whatever Deformity you feel iu your ſelf. Chriſtis \ 
infinitely more to you, Believer, than you believe him 

to be: But, whatever you believe him to be, you may 
be ſure he is that to you, you have all that you ſee in 
him ; for Faith's Seeing and Having is all one, even 
as Bclieving 1s explained by Receiving, and Receiving 
by Believing, Jobn i. 12. What you believe then you 
receive, and what you receive you have, and what you 
have in him you are in him; having Beauty, and 
Riches and Righteouſneſs in him; you are beautiful, 
rich and righteous in him; and conſequently, when 
you believingly think he is all fair and glorious, you 
may know he thinks you all fair and glorious in him, 
and he thinks no more of you than what you really 
are in him. The Queſtion then is put, becauſe you 
may know, by what you think of Chriſt, what Chriſt 
thinks of you. | 5 | 
10. This Queſtion is put, What think ye of Chris? 
becauſe we can never think too much of him, who is 
the God-Man, David's Son, and David's Lord, being 
God as well as Man: O what a glorious Object of 
our Contemplation is here] You may think too much 
of your ſelves and your own Righteouſneſs, . but you 
cannot think too much of Chriſt and his Righteouſ- 
neſs: Yea, when you think any Thing of yourſelfand 
your Righteouſneſs, you think too much of it ; but 
when you think as much as you can of Chriſt and his 
Righteouſneſs, you think too little of him. You 
may think too much of Creatures, but you cannot think 
too much of Chriſt. Yea, you may think too much 
of Angels, as the Apoſtle John did, when he fell down 
to worſhip towards the Feet of the Angel, Rev. xxii .8, 
To think of the Nature of Angels, with that inward 
Reverence and Adoration which we are to have when 
we-think of Chriſt, would be Idolatry ; and to think 
of Chriſt, with the ſame Frame of Heart as we do of 
Angels, would be Profaneneſs : Thus we may think too 
highly and reverently of Angels; but we cannot think 
of Chriſt too highly, too reverently ; nor can we think 
too much of him, who is the Lord of Angels, wand 
| N „ waom 
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: whom we are FR honour even as we honour the Fa- ; 
(| ther. Theſe are the Reaſons of the Queſtion. a 


; FOURTH HEAD. 5 
The 4th general Head propoſed, was, To make 
Application of the whole. And it may be applied for 
theſe following Uſes. , 1. For Ixformation. 2. For 
Conviction. 3. For Trial. 4. For Exhortation and 
Direction. | | 
1/7, It may be applied for Infurmation, in theſe and . 
the like Leſſons following. 1. Hence we may learn, 
Seeing the great Queſtion in the CliFtian Catechi/m 
is, What think ye of Chrifl ? Then the Sum of Chriſtian 
Knowledge lies in this one Word, namely, CHRIST. 
It is not in God abſolutely conſidered, by what he is 
in himſelf; but in God relatively conſidered, by what 
he is to us, namely, in Chriſt: Therefore I obſervg, 
the Queſtion js not, What think ye of God? but, 
What think ye of Chriſt? For, as God out of Chriſt 
Rands in no Relation to us Sinners but that of an Ene-. 
my, and a conſuming Fire; ſo the Nature, Eſſence, . 
and Immenſity of God, and what he is in himſelf, is 
not the great Chriſtian Queſtion ; but rather, what he 
is to us, and ſo what he is in Chriſt. All the ſaving 
Manifeſtations of God to his People in Scripture were 
ſtill, not of God, abſolutely and eſſentially, in what 
he was in Himſelf, and in his Nature ; but relatively, 
in what he was to them; and ſo it was ay in Chriſt. | 
Thus, when he came to Abraham, he ſaid, I am thy 78 
WW Shield, and thy exceeding great Reward: I am 7 | 
. God, and the God of thy feed, which ſeed was Chriſt, 
| al. iii. 16. in whom that Covenant and Promiſe was 
* | eſtabliſhed to Abraham and his Offspring: And when 
God manifeſted himſelf to the Patriarchs that came of 
Abraham, lſaac and Jacob, his ordinary Way was to 
make himſelf known upon that Ground of the new 
Covenant eſtabliſhed in Chriſt, Abraham's Seed; 
hence, when he came to them, he ufed to ſay to them, 
Jam the Gad of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the 
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Gid of Jacob; that is, he manifeſted himſelf to them, 


not abſolutely, by what he was in his Nature; but 


relatively, by what he was to them in Chriſt the pro- 


miſed Seed. If we begin to dive into that Queſtion, 


What think ye of God? we may ſoon loſe our ſelves, 


and come to the. Philoſopher's Demand of a Day to 


anſwer that Queſtion, and then a Week, and then a 
Month, and then till it is impoſſible to anſwer it: 
Nay, we cught not to be curious in ſearching into the 


Nature of God, letwe get a Daſh ; for 115 Phi- 


loſophy cannot reach it, yea, I doubt 


that he ſees it not? Or, what Profit were it for a Man 


if angelical 
Wiſdom can. It is the only pleaſant, ſaving and pro- 


table Enquiry, to ſtudy this Quekion, What think . 


ye, of Chriſt? Here we may find what God is to us. 
T's enquire what God is in himſelf, abſolutely and eſ- 
So is no ſaving or profieble Enquiry. What 
Pro fit is it for a Man, who lives under the North-Pole, 


'and-ſees not the Sun for one Half of the Year, tho“ 


he ſhould count the Courſe of the Sun all that Time 


to go and count what Rent the King of Merroco or 
Emperor of China draws. every Year, and he gets 


- 


none of it? As fooliſh is it for us to begin and ſtudy 
what God is abſolutely in himſelf, and not what he is 
relatively to us; therefore the Queſtion is not, What 
think ye of God? but, What think ye of Chriſi? And 


this, by the By, ſhews the Difference that there is be- 
tween learnedFoolsand wiſe Ghriſtians; why, the learn- 
ed Fool ſecks to know and comprehend what God is, 


what is this Myſtery of the Trinity, and the like, and 


there he mites himſelf; he ſeeks to know what God s 
"himſelf, ad not what he is to him: But the poor Chri- 
tian is herein wiſer than that learned Clerk, for all his 


Wit; for the Chriſtian ſtudies. Chriſt, and ſo knows 
what God. is to him, better than all the learned Rab- 
Bies with their curious Speculations: 'T'ho' yet the poor 


yet be is wiſe unto Salvation, becauſe he knows Chriſt, 


and Chriſt is made of God to him Wiſdom, Righte- 


ouſnels, Sanftificationand Redemption; and when he 


knows 


4 N 


: 2 
5 U 


* 


n 
knows Chriſt, he is upon the ſureſt and ſafeſt Way tod 
5 know God; for he ſees God in Chriſt, and God rela- 
ted to him in Chriſt, for Chriſt is our Relation as 
God-Man- Mediator. And indeed, Sirs, to believe in 
Chriſt, is to believe God's Relation to us, and Gd ; 
reconciled to us: For when we look to Chriſt, we 3 
ſee God in him; and when we ſee God in him, we ſee 
that he is reconciled in him to us, and well pleaſed in 
him with us, 2 Cor. v. 19. Gods in Chriſt reconciling 
the World to himſelf. Mat. iii. laſt. This is my below- + 
ed Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. I own indeed, 
a May may be a Believer, and yet apprehend God to 
be his Enemy; but then he is not believing, he is not 
thinking of Chriſt by Faith: It is an unbelieving. 
Thought he hath then of God; fora believing Thought 
of Chriſt, would give him another Thougfit of God, | 
even as a Friend and Father in him. Tflis then, I 
hope, is an uſeful Inference, That the Sum of Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge is Chriſ. a 
2dly, Hence fee what is the beſt Matter for Medi- 
tation, and the beſt Rule for Self- examination. Here 
is the moſt noble Subject of Meditation, namely, to 
chink of Chriſt; and here is the moſt excellent Rule 
for Examination, namely, to ask our Souls that'Que- ; 
ſtion, What think we of Chriſt ? Meditation and Self- 
examination are Duties much neglected among us; 
they are ſpiritual Exerciſes, directly croſs and oppo- 
ſite to our vain, wandring, idle and unfixed Hearts. 
„IA Man will rather go betwixt the Stilts of a Plougg 
from Morning to Evening, than travel betwkt theſe 
 . two Duties for one Half-Hour, tho' yet they are like . 
the Stilts of thatPlough by which the Fallow-groand 
$ 
$ 


-, — Lad 


of the Heart muſt be plowed up; but when the 

Thoughts begin to come in betwirt theſe two Stilts 

of Meditation and Self · examination, behold on à ſud- 8M 
rden (to ſpeak it in broad Scots} they qui? rhe: Plough, ., þ 
„and rum away with the Harrows. No doubt youwill- —— . 
„know this from fad Experience, that your Thoughts ae 5 
in this Matter like wild vitious Horſes, running mad 
2 
$ 


here and there through the Fields, withong keeping any 
nenn 
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Matter and Rule, both for regulating our Thoughts 
in Meditation and Self ear ination, As for my 
tion, the beſt Way is to think of Chriſt : Why, you 
may think upon a Promiſe, but out of Chriſt, you'l 
find no Comfort in it, for all the Promiſes are 72a and 
Amen in him; and fo you will not find it your own, 
but by looking to Chriſt. Vea, you may think upon 
God, but out of Chriſt you'll find no Comfort in him, 
P/al. Ixxvii. 3. Iremembred God, and was troubled: 
But the Antidote againſt that Trouble is believing 
Thoughts of Chriſt ; therefore ſays Chriſt to his Dif 
Ciples, John xiv. 1. Let not your Hearts. be troubled ; 
ye believe in God, believe alſo in me. If you think up- 
on the Law, you'll find there you're drown'd in Debt 
both. to the Command and Curſe, till once ye look to 
Chriſt the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs. If you 
think upon your Duties that God calls you to, you'll 
find them a heavy Taſk, till once you look to Chriſt, 
and then you'll find his Yoke is eaſy, and his Com- 
mands are not grievous, Again, as to Self- examination, 
the beſt Rule here 3s to ſay to your Souls, gat think ye 
e Chrif ? They are but proud ſelf-conceited Perſons 
that do not thinks highly. of Chriſt, and God approves 
them not, 2 Cor. x, laſt. He that glories, ſays the A- 
poſtle, 4 him glory in the Lord: For. not he that 
commend. himſelf is approved, but whom the Lord 
commends ; intimating, that they that glory only inthe 
Lord, they diſcommend themſelves, and are commen- 
ded and approved of God, but they that do not glory 
in the Lord, nor think highly of him, they commend 
themſelves, but are diſcommended and diſapproved of 
God; yea, they deceive, themſelves, Gal. vi. 3. an 
Mar think himſelf to be ſomething, when he is ubo- 
thing, he decetves himſelf. Self-conceit is Self-deceit ; 
and as they are Self,deceivers who are Self-exalters, 
Jo they are all Self- exalters who are Chriſt-deſpiſers ; 
they think not much of Ghriſt, who think mnch of 


themſelves; And ſo, to enquire what you think of 
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Koad, or obſervin any Rule ; but here is the beſt. 


ic 2a ns a. 49... ae. __. 2 


Neg. . 


concerning Chriſt, that Soould be a 41 U that 25 


Chrif? As Satan preſented eur 


1 


V 


. Chril, is the beſt Way to find 7215 gut, 1 | 


you are in State or Frame. You may by this Rule 
811 255 8 judge of; your own Thoughts: You may 
think of a thouſan 12 ood Things, you may think of 
Sermons, you gay» ink of Death, Jud Spent nt ang E- 
8 5 17280 you may think ſerio 


| Subjetts I Rule whereby to i fe ol the 201. 


tude 7 your? hts about thiem is here, Do they 
lead you t 10 7 Th ou ghts of Chriſt, in whom alone 
we can "To of Death without Horror, Judgment 
without Terror, and Eternity without Fear or Dread ? 

4700 Hence we may ſee, that Chriſt himſelf is the 
be udge of Mens state; for he can look in to the 
Heart and; ghts of Men, and ſay, I ha. think ye 
of Chrilt 2 115 udgment is committed to the Son of 

God, and he will caſt many whom the World approves, 
becauſe, whatever Men think of them, yet he knows 


that they think little of him and his Father. Alſo, he 


will approve of ſome whom the World caſts ; hecauſe, 
however the om thinks little of them, yet henows 
that they think much of him and his Father; for they 
know him, and whoſe Son he is, Chriſt's Queſtion 
ſhews that he knows our Thoughts; for, to hem 
ſhall we give an Account of our Anſwer to this Que- 


ſtion ? None in all the World knows what we think 


but God himſelf, and Chriſt is God. Chriſt diſcovers 
the Ignorance of the Phariſees here alſo, and ſhews that 


he knew;their Thoughts were amiſs: If be be David's 


Son, ſays he, how does David in: Spirit call him Lord ? 


Here they were confounded, and might have been con- 


victed that-their T houghts Were Naught. Indeed, 
this was one of theſe Things that old Simeon declared 


be ſpoken againſt, that the Fhoug * of - puany Hearts 
might be revealed, Luke ii. 35. Thus, when Chriſt 


met with the Woman of Samaria, he revealed many 


Thoughts of her Heart to her, and gave her a Viewof 

all her lewd Tricks; Cage u. ud fre. a Man, ſays ſhe, 

that told me all Things that — Te i 1; not this the 
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Body of the World at a [EI Chriſt can let us 
| ſee a black Sight of all our Sins at once, ſo as to force 
us to acknowledge that he is the Chriſt, that knows 
our Hearts and Thoughts. But, 
ff bly, Hence we may ſee, what is the great End 
Deſign of a Goſpel Miniſtry, namely, to diſcover 
; Chrift, and remove the Prejudices of Peoples Minds 


apainſt him, to rectify their Miſtakes about him, and 


to fill them with an high Opinion of him. The 
Sum of a Goſpel Minifter s Buſineſs, is to commend 
his Maſter ſaying, What think ye of "Chit ? and that 
both in his preaching and praying, and catechiſing 
and viſiting. The whole of their Boeing and Practice 
is, as it were, a Voice 'preacking Chriſt. If they 
preach the Law, and its Curls and Threatnings 
againſt Ghriſtleſs and impenitent Sinners, it is to lead 
them to Chriſt, and to drive them to the City of Re- 
ſuge. If they preach, Faith, they make Chriſtthe Au- 
thor and Finiſher, as well as the Object of it. If they 
' preach Repentance, they make Chriſt, as exalted by 
the Right Hand of God to be a Prince and Saviour 


to give Repentance, the Fountain of it; and Chriſt 


6.3503 viewed by Faith, to be the immediate Root 


0 


of it. If they reach Duties and New Obedience, * 


they make CHRIST the Alpha and Omeg a of it. 
Miniſters may indeed ſpeak much of Chriſt in their 
Sermons, and yet not preach Chriſt : As for Example, 
If One ſhould preach Chriſt mainly as a Lawgiver, 
to be obeyed, and little or nothing of Chriſt as a Law- 
. - Fullfiller, ,to be believed in, and ſerved from Love be- 
cauſe of his having ſaved us from the Yoke of the 
Law; For, a Covenant of Life and Death, * we Do- 
ing or not Doing, may be preached, and. called the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, in a Miſtake, while it is only the 
Law that is preached, and not Chriſt the End of th: 
Law for Righteouſne)s :' And Jo may know it by 
this among other T ings, the 'Tendency of ſuch Old 
Covenant-DeoCtrine, is to lead Men to this Queſtion 
not, I hat think ye Chris? but, What think ye © 
yaurſeboes ? and, What are * doing, that * ws 
a 


3 


* "IF 
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— * 
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{ have eternal Life? Why, the Man begins to think, 
God is ſtanding upon ſome doing Terms yet with him; 
and therefore, in order to Life, he muſt do fo and 
ſo: Thus he 1s led to himſelf, and not to Chriſt. But 
Goſpel-doctrine tends to lead a Man wholly out of 
himſelf, and wholly in to Chriſt; for whatever be the 
Text, the Strain of Goſpel-doQrine is, What thinkye 
of Chrift ? It is not the Deſign of Goſpel · miniſters to 


% 


: commend themſelves, but Chriſt. There is a Sett of 

| Minifters, ſay ſome, that ſet up themſelves above -» 
| Others, and ſtudy only to commend themſelves, to the 9 
. Diſparagement of all Others, as if none but they were 0 
2 8 _ Goſpel:minifters; but my Friends, if any Man's 1 
Concern for Chriſt's Cauſe and Intereſt,” or for his Wh 
s i Maſter's Glory, ſhall commend him, he needs not bf 
1 think ſtrange tho' the World of Phariſees envy him, 15 
as they did Chriſt himſelf when his Doctrine and Life 15 
- |. commended him. I'II tell you at Commendation 1g 


y | a Goſpel-minifter hunts moſt after; it is that of Paul, ob 
7 2 Cor. iii. 1, 2, 3. it is to have an Epiſtſe commenda- 

* tory in the Hearts of Hearers, by the Power of the 

ſt Spirit of God ſavingly accompanying the Word, and 
leaving an Impreſſion there, that it is indeed the Word 

e, of God, and not of Man, and that God is in it of a 

it. Truth; he would deſire, with the ſame Apoſtle. 2 Car- 

ir , iv. 2. to commend himſelf by the Manifeſtation of the 

e, Truth to every Man's Conſeience in the Sight of God. 

r, Let Truth be nick-named. and reproached as it will 
the Evidence of Truth will commend it ſelf to the 

e- Conſciences of all the Lovers thereof. Mean Time, 

he it is poſſible that a Man may commend Chriſt, in 

o . order to commend himſelf as an evangelical-Preacher ; 

hell for ſuch a good Work he is indeed commendable, but 

he for ſuch a bad End it is to God only that he is ac- 

hy countable: But it is poſſible alſo to know if a. Man in- 

by tend not himſelf by preaching Chriſt; for ſometimes 

Id there is ſuch a Power and Virtue attendng the Word, 

nfl and ſucha'Smell and Savour of Heaven with the © 
0 Preacher, as carries a ſecret Demonſtration of his Spi- 


0 ituality and Purity of Intentios into the Heart wo le 
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V. 


n 
of the carnal e be theſe whom he hath 
enlightned with the Spirit of Diſcernipg, to know the 
Voice of Chrif from a Stranger. However, Sirs, think 
of Miniſters what ye will; the great Queſtion is, hat 
think ze of Chris Wo to us, if our only Deſign be 
to bring People to ſay, What think ye of. ſuch' a Mi- 
niſier,) and what think ye of ſuch a Sermon? if we make 
Chriſt a Covert for raiſing our own . Applauſe, he 
can inſtantly command an Angel to ſmite us, as he 


\ 


did Hered, and order us to be eaten up of Worms, for 


not giving God the Glory. O what ſhould ye think 
of us? 'Tho' we magnify our Office as Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt, yet in our ſelves ſome of us, are as frail, feeble, 
finful Pieces of Duſt as any of you; we are among 

chief of Sinners, as well as you; we need the Blood 
and Spirit of Chriſt to juſtify and ſanctify us, as. well 


as you; let us decreaſe, but let Chriſt increaſe: If any 


of us be made Inſtruments of Good to your Souls, let 


it engage you to think the more of Chriſt, that could 
work ſuch a Work by ſuch feckleſs and unlikly Inſtru- 


ments: He puts the Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, that 
the Excellency of the Noaber may be of God, and not 
'ofus. - Whatever Honour God calls you to put upon 
theni for their Work's Sal:e, yet if our Eſſeem centre 
upon the Miniſter os. his Work, ſaying, O [think much 
under Miniſter, ' and I think, much gf. yonder Ser- 


non, you need to begin to think better: for the grand 
Queſtion is, What think ye-of Chrilt ? It is indeed 


the beſt Sermon that works the higheſt Thoughts of 


enn M 
The 24 U is for Conyiftion and Reproof to all 


theſe that are filled with unworthy and unbecoming 


Thoughts of Chriſt, with ignorant and erroneous - 


Thoughts of him. Some have no Fhoughts of Chriſt 
at all; ſome that think of him, yet think k 


of him; ſome think little of him; ſome think 


hardly and harſhly of him; ſome think meanly and 
baſcly of him: To ſpeak of all the baſe and mean 
Thoughts of Chriſt that che World is filled with, 
would be impoſſible. O how baſely do the Ai 
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\8 think of Chtift; and his 8 Godhead! If Thad” 
not found-it neceſſary to confine my ſelf to the firſt 
Branch of Chriſt's Queſtion here, What think e of 
Chrif!.?, The other Branch, namely, I poſe Sem ii he ? 
might have led me particularly to have treated the 
Doctrine of Chriſt's Sonfhip, and eternal Godhead, 
and Co. equality with the Plies, in Oppoſition to 
that damnable Hereſy, which ſome tell us is'creepin 
in to Scotland, as well as it is raging in EngJand ang 
Trelaud I ſhall only ſay, that the Queſtion counters 
them as well as the Phariſees of old, What think yeof 
Chriſt, and whoſe Son is he? O, can they ſay no 
more than, with the Phariſees, that he is the Son of 
' David? Then, how does David in Spirit call him 
Lord? And if he be David's Lord and God, ho- 
can he be ſo, and yet not co-equal with the Father? , © 
For we have not two Lords, or Two God's; the Lord: ''; #4 
our God is One Lord, we have but One ſupreme” 
' God and Lord; therefore Chriſt, being Lord, mut 
be One with the Father eſſentially : Chriſt is the true. 7* 
God, and eternal Life. But I cannot now enlarge on 
this ſubjeck. O may Arian Doctors begin to read oyer 
the Chriſtian Catechiſm again, and learn to anſwer this 
Queſtion,” Nhat think je of. Chriſt? Again, as Arias, 
think nothing of his Godhead, but as if it were an in- 
1} - ferior Deity ; ſo ſome that pretend a greater 6d wg N O 
him, yet think but baſely of him: Papif; think no ZM 
thing of the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs ; Social 7 
ans think nothing of the Sacrifice of his Death ;, . 
minians think nothing of the Power of his Grace; 
Puakers think nothing of his Word; Arheils think 
nothing of his Spirit; Des think nothing of his Reve- 
lations. If we look out to the World, the Pagans have 
no Thought of him at all: The Mabunttars think 
him nothing but a great Prophet at beſt, and inferior 
to Mahomet: The Jews, think him nothing but an 
Impoſtor, and that he is not the Chriſt, bur only tage 8 
Carpentex's Son: or, it may be, a Blaſphemer, ht 
had a Deyil. And again, if we look in to the Church . .. © 1 
- even the pureſt Churches in this World, among which! 
WT i \ would _ 
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ö would fain- hope the poor Church of Scotland hath 
not yet loſt the Vogue; Vet, O how many dark and 
confuſed Notions, yea, unwarrantable and unworthy | 
Thoughts of Chriſt may be there diſcovered, even 
among theſe Churches that are ſuppoſed to be pure, | 
Chriſtian, Proteſtant and reformed Churches ! It were t 
endleſs, to ſpeak of doctrinal and practical Errors that 
ſwarm. in the Churches, whereby Contempt is poured ; 
upon Chriſt and his Doctrine, his Truth, his Goſ- 1 
pel, and his Yoke, his loving Yoke of Goſpel 6bedi- | 1 
_ ence. What low Thoughts of Chriſt appear in that ] 
Strain of Doctrine, that tends to confound the old and c 
new. Covenant, Law and Goſpel, Faith and Works, ( 
without ridding Marches duly betwixt Chriſt, and al!) 
his Rivals and Competitors, that ſeek to ſhare with h 
him in the Glory of Salvation-work! What low L 
Thoughts of Chriſt appear in that Sort of Practice,  C 
that conſiſts either in a Life of legal Righteouſneſs, I C 
or a Life of open Wickedneſs! What low Thoughts I) 
of Chriſt, as our Righteouſneſs, appear from every | ir 
'Thing that tends to lead Sinners back to the Law, as R 
a Covenant of Works! And what low Thoughts of P 
; Th al 
m 
he 
th 
G 
F, 
ge 
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1 Chriſt, as our Sanctification, appear from every Thing 
Sy that tends to lead Sinners off from the Law, as a Rule 
* . ef Holineſs! How is Chriſt, and his Merit and Righ- 
teouſneſs diſeſteemed, to the Encouragement ofSelfand 
Self righteouſneſs! And how is Chriſt, and his Spirit 
al and Grace diſeſteemed, to the Encouragement of Sin 
3 and Licentiouſneſs! It is not my Buſineſs to expoſe 
Rot} the Nakedneſs of any: They are gar Perſons, that 
5 are helped to guard againſt all Right and Left-hand ri 
Extremes, ſo as to think no leſs of Chriſt as a Lord, of 
than Chriſt as a Saviour; and to eſteem a whole Chriſt, - 
without ſetting up one Part of Chriſt againſt another; of 
- but my Work eſpecially is, to ſtrike at the Root of all I Pri 
3 that Diſeſteem of Chriſt, that takes Place in the World, Ch 
3 eſpecially in the Viſible Church. Whence is it, that the 
3 the World thinks ſo little of Chriſt, and ſo haughtily I ſo 
8 ef him ? Why, 3//, Jenorance is a Cauſe of it, Ignoti 
anlla Cupido; As it is impoſſible for them to 8 5 


— 


} 


Ky 


C73 ) 


| Ine Chriſt, who have the faving Knowledge of him 5 
ſo it is notpoſlible that any can prize him, hom they 
do not know. ' Many are like Fefus, Acts xxv. 19. 


who told 4, That Pauls Enemies had Queſti- 
ons againſt him, concerning One JESUS ; Chritt is to 
them a certain Man, One Fe/xs, but for their Part 
they know little of him, and are indifferent about him: 
As a blind Man, what he does not ſee, he cares not 
for, tho' he be told of it as never ſo fair and beautiful; 


ſo natural Men are blind, 2 Cor. iv. 4. they can ſee na” 
Beauty or Comelineſs in Chriſt, for which they ſhould . 
deſire him. Therefore, tho' they may hear of his 
Glory and Comelineſs, and be a little mov'dtherewith,* 
yet they care not ſo much for him, as to give him tha 
' higheſt Room in their Thoughts and Eſteem. 249% - 


Unbelief is another Cauſe why People think little of. _ 
Chriſt ; if they could believe, they would ſee the 


Glory of God in him, and ſee him a glorious and love- 


ly Object: Rut, through Unbelief, Chriſt is lothſom 


' inſtead of lovely; hence his Doctrine is lothſom, his 
Righteouſneſs, his Holineſs, his Croſs : Unbelief makes 


People think Chriſt is a Cheat, and God is a Liar, 
and that he fays what he hath no Mind to do; it 


makes them think that he is not able to ſave, or that 


he is not willing to ſave. O how baſely does Unbelief 
think of Chriſt! Unbelief alſo will make a Man think: 
God like unto himſelf, and an Approver of his Sin, 
P/al. I. at the Chſe, Thou thoughteſt that I was altos » 


15 gether ſuch an One asthy ſelf ; and ſo it makes them 


think of Chriſt but very baſely. 34ly, Pride and Self. 
righteouſneſs is another Cauſe why People think little 
of Chriſt, Rom. x. 3. While People think much of 
themſelves, and their Doing, they cannot think much 


of Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs. This is that legal 


Principle that makes Men to do with the Garment of 
Chriſt's Righteouſueſs, as the Aummonites did with 
the Garments of David's Meſſengers, clipt them 


ſo ſhort, that they were not able to hide their Shame: 


But if it was a Terror and Smiting to David's Heart, 
to cut off but a little of the Lag of Saul Garment, 
| e | ought 


& 


* 


inks it not to be 3 Torres to 1 us, to cut off a Lap: 
of Chriſt's Garment, or to clip it ſo ſhort, as to think 
that it cannot cover us. completely, without ſome 
Rags of bur own rotten Righteouſneſs ſewed to it ? 
Again, it is this legal Principle that makes Belie- 
vers themſelves think it cannot be that they are ac- 
cepted as righteous, perfectly righteous in the Sight 
- of God, through the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt impu- 
ted. why, becauſe they want a Feeling of that Righ- 
teouſneſs in themſelves, Which the legal Heart is rea- 
dy to make the Foundation of Pardon and 1 
tance: But, as Luther ſaid, We muſt not feel, but 


believe, that we are thus righteous ; ; yea, it is this 


hidden Principle of Self- righteouſneſs, that will make 
a Miniſter preach Chriſt alone for Righteouſneſs, as 
i he were as much for exalting Chriſt, as any that 
ever preached ; and yet, before ever you, know well 
where you are, you'll ſind him bringing in ſome le · 
gal Duty or wakes, in order to your being ju- 
Naked, ink will ſpoil all; juſt like an untoward Milk- 
cow, that will let down a good deal of Milk very well, 
but then, with an unhappy Kick of her Foot, ſhe 
will tumble it all down to the Ground, when ſhe hath 
done; Even fo the ſincere Milk of the Word of Life, 


— 
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and Juſtification through Chriſt's, Righteouſneſs alone, | 


may be let down abundantly, that you: would think 7 


the Man as evangelical as Paul himſelf, or any Bo-. 


dy that ever preached the Goſpel: But, behold, of a 
| ſudden, the legal Foot gives it a Kick, and ſpills all 
when he hath, done, or elſe the Law ſets her Foot 


5 25 ambng; he Midſ of the Milk; I mean, mixes ſome 


” 


dirt) Raghtteouſneſs, and Qualification of our own, 
with the fair and clean. Milk of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
ee he ot exerciſed Soul ſcunners to take a Drink 
Hit W thought yander Milk was for me, and 
ander Righteouſneſs of Chriſt was fox. me but there 
W pp Qualification, chat, before ever I could be 
Faftthed, I behoved to do ſo and ſo, and to be ſo and 
gr get penitent; and ſure I am, I want 
fac a Qualification, au were all is loſt to me. 


But | 


FT 


3 


8 8 & 


S © 
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0 But, poor Soul, whatever come in thisW ay, ating; 
do make you look into your ſelf, and ſtand off from 
Chriſt, you may know it is but à Switch of the 
Law of Works; flight it, and ſet it off, if it hinder 
you from thinking of Chriſt as your ALL,. and from. / 
buying. and drinking his ,Wine and Milk without, 
Money and without Price. 4%, Carnal Reaſon i is 
another Cauſe, why People think little of Chriſt; for 
the natural Man receives not the Things of the Spi- 
rit of God, they are Fooliſhneſs to him. 1- Cor. ii. 14. 
There is natural Reaſon, which is ſo much c d up 
at this Day, when Man goes about ta meaſure God's. 
Truths, and ſpiritual Myſteries, with this ſhort Line 
of humane Reaſon ; and finding, that Reaſon agrees. 
with theſe Myſteries, no more than the Sound of 
Ram-Horns, in the View of carnal Senſe, was like to 
bring down the Walls of Jericho; Behold, no Fault 
mult be found with Lady Reaſon, but Chriſt's Goſpel, 
and the Myſteries © thereof, mult bear the Blame, 
namely, That they are fooliſh and abſurd; and there- | 
fore not to be'received or eſteemed by ſuch wiſe Heads ph 
as they are, who little remember the Apoſt les Admo- | 
nition, 1 Cor. iii. 18. JF any Man will be viſe, tet Piu 
become a Fol, that he may be %. Hence, Luther , e. 
gave it as van infallible Mark that the Goſpel, Was 
not truly preached, and was not the Goſpel indeed, 

. nametly@If it was fo brewed, fitted, and adapted unto 
Reaſon, that all approved of it, and, ayielded to it. 
peaceably ; ; for how then ſhould c Sign that 
mould be ſpoken againſt, . Luke ii. 34. and a 8 of 
Stumblng, and Rock of Offence ? This; les $ 

a 5th Cauſe why People think ſo little: 14 
namely, The Calumny caſt upon the Goſpel 
and the Diſpenſers of it. Is it poſſible 5 the V 5 ped 
of the World to hold her Peace from i rr, © 98 
that which the judges to be Fooliſhneſs? How ethen 
ſhall Chriſt be not only for the Riſing, be the Fal-⸗ 
ling of many. in 1/-ae/ ? Mark, tays Luther, whete - 
this Fall is, even in IV ael, in that People that ſeemed 
to ve Er mags we People, 88 upon Christ 8 Side, 


2 


23 


** - 
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It is even in 1/ae/ that many fall, and in Mael that 
Chriſt is ſpoken againſt. Thus, when he came to be 
a Miniſter of the old and ancient Fruths of God, to 
cofffirm the Promiſes made unto the Fathers, Nom. 
xv. 8, when he to preach the ſame, the great- 
+ eft Part of the Multitude cried out, What new Doc- 
trine is this ? Mark i. 27. Whence we may fee, that 
when a Church hath gone off from any ancient Truth, 
or old Way of expreſſing it, no ſooner are theſe old 
Truths revived, or ſet in their ancient Frame, than 
preſently {t is called a new Scheme of Doctrine: How- 
ever, by this Means, Satan gets much of his Will; 
for it tends to make People think little of Chriſt, 
and his Goſpel. 6%, Diviſion is another Cauſe, why . 
People think ſo little of Chriſt. There is a two- i 
fold Diviſion that Imean ; there is not only an outward 
., Church-diviſion, but an inward Heart-diviſion. No 
Doubt the former hath a great Hand in making many 
to ſlight Chriſt; for, when a Church is divided, the 
 Generality of People are apt to be ſtumbled: Why. 
ſay they, we know not whom to believe, and what 
Side to turn to; every Party ſays they are for Chriſt, 
and therefore the indifferent Sort of People think we 
will even let Chriſt and them both alone. But it is 
eſpecially inward Heart-divifion that I mean: When 
the Heart is divided betwixt Chriſt and the World, 
betwixt Chriſt and Idols or Luſts: The World, and 
Luſts thereof, will be ſure to carry away the Heart, 
that it cannot think highly of Chriſt, while it thinks 
$ much of other Things. A Man may as ſoon, with 
one Eye, obſerve the Stars, and with the other, meaſure 
the Earth at the ſame Time, as he can think highly of 
+, Ahriſt, and of his Idols too: Therefore, when Satan, 
* 2K like the pretended Mother, ſays, Let it be neither 
>, thine nor mine, but divide it; God, who is the Lord 
= of the Heart, ſays, Let the Devil rather have all; 
| for God will either have all, or none. Now, when 
Men have any approved Idol in the Heart, Chriſt is 
deſpiſed, his Rival gets all; the divided Heart, then is 
2 Heart ſeparate, and joined to Idols; and this Divi- 
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ſion eauſes Diſeſteem of Ans, ſo as the Man eannot 
think of Chriſt, he muſt, of Neceſſity, think of ſome 
other Thing, Lule xiv. 18. See how they that were 


invited to the great Supper, the Goſpel-banquet, put 
- it off with Excuſes, I have bought a Piece of Grau, 
and I nuſ needs go and ſee it, ſays one: Mark the 
Phraſe, I nuſt need go; he pleads Neceſſity, and No- 


ceſſity hath no Law. When the Heart is not wholly for 


| Chriſt, of Neceſſity it will be for the World, and the 
Luſts thereof: And he that is not for Chriſt, Satan 


will find him ay enough of Buſineſs to take up his 


Thoughts, and whichthe Man will reck@n ſoneceſlary, 


that he will have no Leiſure to think of Chriſt. Now, 
when this Queſtion is propoſed, I hat think of 


' Chrift?- or when Chriſt is offered, there are two 


Sorts of Perſons that ſhew very little Eſteem of him; 
yea, that ſhew. they do nothing but deſpiſe him in 
their Heart: The Apoſtle compares them to Dogs 
and Swine, 2 Pet. ii, 22. 1. There are ſome like 
Swine, namely, The profane worldly People; for as 
Swine think more of the Mire, than any Thing elſe, ſo, 
if one go to drive him away from the Mire, he only 
gives a Grunt, and away he goes to the Mire again, 
or elſe rooting his Snout in the Earth : So profane 


and worldly People love to wallow in the Mire of 


Sin, and to be rooting and rotting in the Earth; 
and if any go about to drive them from Sin, and to- 
pull their Noſes out of the Earth, they go away 
grunting and grumbling in their Heart, that they 
cannot allowed their neceſſary Pleaſure and Pro- 
fit; and they return to the Wallowing in the Mire, 


and rooting in the Earth, as eagerly as ever. All! 


the Anſwer they give to the Queſtion, Mat think 


ze of Chris? is a Grunt; they are diſturbed a little 


about it, and moved a little to mutter ſome Words, 


according, as they are affected; but away they go 


grunting, with their Mouth towards the Duſt; it is 
not Chriſt they are thinking of. 2. There are others 


\ 


like Dogs, namely, Legaliſti, and Self pu/iciaries, that 


are worſe Enemies to the Goſpel of Chriſt, than the 


World. 


„ 
Worldling, or openly Profane; for as a Dog thinks 


more of a ſtinking Carcaſe than any Thing elle, ſo, | 
if you go about to drive the Dog from his Vomit or 


ſtinking Carrion, he will be ready either to bark or 
bite, or flee in your Face: Even fo Legaliſts and Self- 


juſticiares think more of the ſtinking Carcaſe of their 


own Righteouſneſs, and legal Duties, than any Thing 
elſe: And when any goes about to draw them away 
from the high Eſteem of the filthy Rags of their own 
Righteouſneſs, ſhewing the Lothſomneſs and Vile- 
nels thereof, the abſolute Neceſſity of being wholly 
denied thereto, ' and adorned with nothing but Chriſt's 


perfect Righteouſneſs for Juſtification before God; if 


we ſhow them how God juſtifies the Ungodly, and 
how the Righteouſneſs of God, without the Works 
they go away from the Ordinances, barking and bit- 
ing, and flandering, calumniating the Goſpel, which 
they do not underſtand or eſteem, as if it were a 
Doctrine of Licentiouſneſs, and an Encouragement 


of Sin; and they return to their Vomit, their ftinking 


Carrion, neglecting the heavenly Carcaſe, to which 
the believing Eagles gather together, that they may 


live by Faith upon the Son of God. Now, both theſe 


Sorts of Perſons, however differently affected, yet 


of the Law, is manifeſted in the Goſpel ; why, then 


. 


agree in their ſlighting of Chriſt, upon different 


Grounds. What do they think of Chriſt? Nothing 
at all: The Lord convince and awaken ſuch. 

The Third Uſe may be for Examination and Trial. 
Let this great Queſtion of the Chriſtian Catechiſm be 


a Touchſtone, to try what Mettal you are of, and to 


underſtand what is your State now, and what will be 
your Lot for ever: It is, and will be, according as yu 


anſwer this Queſtion, What think ye of Chriſt? For 


helping you into this Enquiry, I-would direct you. to 
try it. 1. By the Quality of your Thoughts. 2. By 
the Object thereof. 16 „ a 8 
£ir/t, Try your ſelves upon this Queſtion, by the 
Quality of your Thoughts; for it is not a ſimple 
Thought, like à flying ave that is here intended, 
N \ 
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but a qualified Thonght, that you are to try your 
ſelves by; for Example, (I.) Right and becoming 
Thoughts of Chrift are preferring and ſuperlative 
Thoughts, Chriſt is beyond Compariſon to the Man: 
The Language of ſuch a Thought of Chriſt is this, O 
what can he be compared unto} If you compare him 
to a Roſe, he is the Roſe of Sharom:; If you compare 
him to a Lillie, he is ihe Lillie of the Valley: If you 
compare him to a Sun, he is the Sun of Righteouſneſs: * 
If you compare him to a Star, he is the bright and 
Morning - Star: If you compare him to a Chief and ho- 
nourable Worthy, he is the Chief among Ten thou- 
ſands: If you compare him to a Head, he is the Head 
of Principalites and Powers: If you compare him to 
a Flower, he is the Flower of the Stem of Fee: If 
you compare him to a Branch, he is the Branch of 
Righteouſneſs : If you compare him to an Advocate, 
he is an Advocate with the Father: If you compare 
him to a Counſellor, he is the wounderful Counſellor : 
If you compare him to a King, he is the King of 
Kings, and: Lord of Lords: If you compare him to 
a Prince, he is the Prince of Peace, the Prince of the 
Kings of the Earth: If you compare him with Men, 
he is fairer than the Sons of Men: If you compare 
him with Angels, he is the Lord of Angels; let all the 
Angels of God worſhip him. The Man does in his 
Thoughts prefer Chriſt to all Things in Heaven and 
Earth, Whom hade 1 in Heaven but Thee? and there i- 
none upon the Earth: that I defire beſides Thee ; in all 
Things he gives him the Pre-eminence, Col. i. 18. 
Then again, (2.) Right and becoming Thoughts of 
Chriſt are admiring and adoring Thoughts, exalting 
and extolling Thoughts; if you have due Thoughts 
of him in your Heart, you'll find in your Heart to 
bleſs him, ſaying, as Hſal. exviii. 26. Bleed is he, in 
God's great Name, that cometh us ts ſave: N, fem 
the Houſe which to the Lord pertains, you 'bleſſed hae. 
And, © magnify the Lord with me; you would wiſh i. . , »» þ 
that all the World would fall a bleſſing, and praifing, .- © 
and extolling him: They are glorying and glorifying . 
ee, OE "Thoughts ; 
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aut of his Phyſician's Hand, he takes it from him, not 


7 1 r 
Fhoughts; the Man's Heart glories in the Lord, 
and glorifies the Lord, and would deſire his Glo- 


ry may be adyanced above the Heavens: Why, be- 


cauſe, (3.) Right and becoming Thoughts of Chriſt 
are ſpiritual and ſublimating Thoughts; natural 


Thoughts can riſe no higher than Nature, 1 Cor. ii. 
14. but ſpiritual Thoughts being managed by the 
Condutt aud Influence of the Spirit of God; the 


| Spirit ſearches all Things, even the deep Things of 


God. Indeed the Spirit of God is the Al in all of 
theſe Thoughts; for he comes, according to the Pro- 
miſe, and glorifies Chriſt, by receiving the Things of 
Chriſt, and ſhewing them unto the Soul, Fohnxvi. 14. 


They that are after the Flih, do mind the Things of + 
the Flip; but they that are after the Spirit, the Things 

the Spirit, Rom. viii. 5. Indeed, the Things of 
. Chriſt and the Things of the Spirit are the ſame, no 


human natural Wiſdom can reach to them; wiſe Na- 


turaliſts may indeed dream of them, and ſpeak of 


them like a Man ſpeaking in his Dream of the Light 


of the Sun, while yet it is dark Night with him, 


and he was never awakned, &c. (.) Right and be- 
coming Thoughts of Chriſt are applying and appropri- 


ating Thoughts, infomuch that the Man takes Chriſt 


into his Soul, as he takes Meat and Drink into his Bo- 
dy, Fehn'vi. 54. This is that believing Thought, 
without which a Man receives no Benefit, any more 


than a Man that wants Meat can have Benefit by think- 


ing upon Meat without eating theredf. The Man takes 


in Chriſt to himſelf for his own Good. To think of 


Chriſt, without applying him, is like a Man thinking 
of Meat and Drink, without taking it, which does no 


| Good. Quest. But can there be no right Thinking of 


Chriſt, without rns ? Indeed; Man, the Thought 
is but a vain Thought, an unbelieving Thought, an 
unprofitable Thought, if it be not either an applying 
Thought of Chriſt, or a Thought of Chriſt in order 
to Application; like a ſick Man receiving a Cordial 
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to hold it in his Hand and no more, but in order to 
make it his own, by drinking it down for his Refreſh- 
ment, Healing, and Strengthning. The Man's Taking 
the Cordial in his Hand, is not properly the Taking 
that the. Phyſician means, but his taking it in to him- 
ſelf, or down into his Stomach, is the proper taking 
of it; yet the former taking of it in his Hand 1s 
right, in ſo far as it is in order to the other; ſo here, 

a bare Thinking of Chriſt is of no Avail, unleſs it be 
an applying Thought, or a Thought in order to Ap- 
plication : And tho* the Thoughts of Chriſt in order 

to Application be not Application it ſelf properly, yet 
it is good, in fo far as it is a taking Chriſt into 
your Hand, in order to take him into your Heart, and 
that for your own Soul's Refreſhment, Life, Health, 
and everlaſting Salvation. (5.) Right Thoughts of 
Chriſt are ſinking and ſerious Thoughts, in Oppoſiti- 
on to ſwimming, roving, and indifferent Thoughts. 
Some have a wild Thought about Chriſt, that if he be 
good for any Thing, they ſhall have a Share of him, 
as well as others: But what he is, and how they ſhall 
come by him, they never deeply pondered ; for they 
were never touched with a Senſe of their Sin, Miſery 
and undone State without him. A ſwimming Thought 
of Chriſt is like that. of ſome ignorant Creatures cry- 
ing out in a Surpriſe, Chriſt have Mercy on us; but 
the Thought that finks deep is like that of the Pu- 
blican ſmitting on his Breaſt, and crying, Lord have  . 
Mercy on me a Sinner. But there are learned Fools in 
the World, as well as ignorant ones, that have nothing 
but ſwimming Thoughts, roving Speculations; and 
yet, it may be, they can ſpeak of Chriſt to better 
| Purpoſe (you, would think) than One that is exerci- 
ſed to Godlineſs: But yet theſe two Sorts differ as far 
as the Pleading of an Orator differs from the Pleading 
f of a Malefactor; the One vents his great Wit, but the 
: other his-Heart-concern. Again, (6.) Right Thoughts 
of Chriſt are trading Thoughts; the Man hath it for 
his conſtant Trade, to think highly of Chrift, and 
give him the chief Room in his Heart and A 
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this Reſpect, his Heart is Ja truſting in the 
ord. . The Defire of our Soul is to thy Name, ſays the 
2hurch, 1/a. -xxvi. 8, 9. and to the Remembrance of 
thee. With my Soul have ] deſired thee in the. Night, 
nd with my Spirit auithin me will T jeek thee early: 
There was a trading. with Heaven late at Night, and 
early in the Morning. Yea, David makes it Morning, 
and Evening, and Mid-time of the Day ; yea more, 
ſeven 'Times a Day ; and yet moſt of all, when he 
ſays, My Souls breaks for the Longing tbat it hath 'to 
thy righteous F udgments at all Times. It is a conſtant 
Trading. True indeed, there are innumerable Inter- 
miſſions in the Believer's Chriſtian Thoughts and De- 
fires ; But as we ſay, It is ſuch a Man's 'T'rade to buy 
and (ell, while he follows that Employment, tho! it is 
not every Moment he is thus occupied ; but tho” there 
be ſeveral Intermiſſions in the Exerciſe of his Employ- 
ment, yet the Bert of his Mind goes that Way : So 
here, we may call this the Believer's conſtant Trade; 
becauſe, whatever Intermiſſions there are in this his 
mental trading with Heaven, yet the Bent of his Soul 
is towards Chriſt: Yea, it is not only his Buſineſs, 
but his Pleaſure; and that makes him go on. If a 
Man thrive at his Trade, he takes Pleaſure in it; 
and if not, he is in Danger of giving it over. We go 
ſometimes upon Buſineſs to chele whom we never ſaw, 
nor care for ſeeing again, and whom we take little 
Pleaſure to converle with: They that never go to 
Chriſt but merely upon Buſineſs, and never find avy 
. Pleaſure in converſing with him, ſurely they are too 
great Strangers to him: Certainly, Believer, there is 
too much Strangeneſs betwixt Chriſt and you, if your 
_ Buſineſs you have ado with Chriſt be ſeldom your 
. Pleaſure, or if it be merely Buſineſs that takes you to 
him, ſaying, I want a Pardon, I want a Promiſe, | 
Want this and that. But, is there never a Love-viſit you 
. make to him, ſaying, Lord, I have got a Pardon, and 
WED: Jam come to bleſs thee for it; I have got a Promiſe, 
* | and J am come to praiſe thee for it; Thy Company i 
1 ſweet, and 4 am come to get thee in my Arms, that! 
| | ma 
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may have more of thy Embraces * O ſweet Trading! . 
My Meditation of him ſhall be fret. Indeed, theſe 
Thoughts of Chriſt that are right, are glad, joyful, 
fatisfying Thoughts. (7.) Right Thoughts of Chriſt 

aare humbling Thoughts, and yet embolding Thoughts. 

O but theſe that think highly of Chriſt, cannot hut 


| 
' |. think meanly of themſelves, ſaying with Fob, Nou 
mine Eye ſeeth thee; wherefore, I abhor my ſelf, and 
i repent in Duſt and Aſbes. The Believer, that thinks 
0 duly of Chriſt hath both the higheſt and loweſt 
: Thoughts in the World,” the higheſt Thoughts of 
Chriſt, and the loweſt Thoughts of himſelf; and yet 
i this Humility doth not hinder his Boldneſs, for he 
L hath Boldneſi to enter into the Holieft- by the Blud of 
p: Jeſus, Heb. x. 19. The more he thinks of Chriſt, 
the more humble Thoughts he has of himſelf; and yet, 


8 the more he thinks of Chriſt, the more bold he is to- 
| wagrds God. It is à bold Humility, and a humble 


b Boldneſs; hence, when he is wvar/bipping God in the 
Pixie, two other Things concur, Phil. iii. 3. namely, 


Rejoicing in Chriſt Feſus, and a Having no Conlfdence, bh 
« in the Fl. O, ſays the Soul, I have no Ground of 

Confidence in my ſelf, but I have all Ground of Conſi- 
dence in Chriſt! Unworthy Wretch am I, as ever wes 
> if out of Hell; but behold, there is the worthy Blood, the 
we worthy Righteoufneſs of Chriſt, the Lord our Righ- 
teouſneſñ; therefore, unworthy as I am, I'm warran- 
as | "Ip to be bold in claiming all thro' Chriſt. I fee the 
| oly of Holies is open to me thro' this Blood of Chriſt. 
> (8.) Right Thoughts of Chriſt are a/fmulating 
Thoughts, ſanctifying and transforming Thoughts. 
2 Cor. iii. laſt. They that ſee Chriſt, cannot but. love 


"ul. him, and deſire to be like him; for there is a mitting 

, Favour in his Face. They that are in Heaven are like 

> him, becadſe they ſee him as he is; the beatifical Vi- 

12 ſion brings in full Conformity to him: Now, a ſpi- 

% ritual Thought and a believing Thought is a mental | 

120 Sight, a fiducial Viſion of him; and the more of this 

& the more Conformity to him in Holineſs. Phe 

: Thought that indears Chriſt, imbitters Sin; a Man lt 
{ 23 Cann r + 1, 
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cannot think duly of the Lovelineſs of Chriſt, with 
out thinking of the Lothſomneſs of Sin. O, when 


the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſeth, there is a Heat that 


- accompanies the Light, and warms the Heart: And 
indeed high Thoughts of Chriſt do warm the Heart, 
and make it burn within him; and ſuch Heart warm- 


ing Thoughts tend to burn up and deſtroy Corrup- 


tion; ſor, as Chriſt comes in to the Heart, Sin mutt 


o out, according to the Meaſure and Degree of his 


Coming: As a Talent of Gold, or ſome weighty 

Mettal, falling into a Veſſel of Water, daſhes out 
all that is in the Veſſel, to make Room for it ſelf ; 
ſo Chriſt coming in to the Heart, daſhes out Sin 
to make Room tor himſelf. Aud indeed they that 
have honourable Thoughts of Chriſt in their Hearts, 
cannot have favourable Thoughts of Sin; becauſe, 
whenever Chriſt comes into the Thoughts, if he do 
not daſh out the Life, yet he. daſhes out the Love 
of Sin, What, Man! will you ſay that Chriſt is 
in you, and that you have Faith, and yet the 
Love of Sin as great as ever, and you can indulge 


your ſelf in Whoredom, and Drunkenneſs, and Ly- 


ing, and Swearing? Sc. You'll never make a py 
Man believe that Chriſt is in you, or thit'you have 
Faith, even tho' you ſhould fwear by your Faith, 
as ſome do, who even thereby teſtify to the World, 
that they have no Faith at all, being ſo prodigal of it, 
as to ſwear away the Faith which they ſay or think 
they have. So far as Chriſt comes in, Sin goes out. 
It is poſſible indeed, that a Believer, that hath Chriſc 
in him, may think that he hath more Sin than ever, 
and that Sin is on the growing Hand, inſtead of the de- 
caying; but he is miſtaken: It is in this Caſe as it is 
with a Cup of Water, put Silver and Gold into the 
Cup, and the Water ſwells up; and the more you put 
in, the more will the Water {well and run over, that you 
would think there is ſtill more Water than before, the 
more Gold is put in: Chriſt is the tried Gold ; and 
the more the Veſſel of the Believer's Heart is filled 
with it, the more may Sin appear to riſe and i ul, 
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| and i all its Banks: This frightens and terri- 


fies the poor Soul, becauſe now he ſees that which, 
it may be, was hid in the, Veſſel of his Heart be- 
fore, and out of his Sight. But it is not that there 


is more Sin, more Water than before, but more Gold 


caſt in; only every Daſh perhaps makes the Water fly 
about, that he thinks he was never ſo full of Sin and 
Corruption as now : Yet {till it holds good, Chriſt's 
coming in makes Sin flee out; and the more it ſeems to 
riſe and ſwell, the more does the Soul's Indignation 
riſe and {well againſt it. All right Thoughts ot Chrift 
are ſanctify ing "Thoughts. (9.) High Thoughts of 
Chriſt are new Thoughts: 'I'hey that ſuppoſe they 
have thought well enough of Chriſt all their Days, 


and have no better Thoughts, no higher Thoughts, no 


weightier Thoughts, go clearer Thoughts of him than 
ever they had, ſurely they are Strangers to this Eſteem 


of Chriſt that we are enquiring into. Han Man be 


in Chriſt, he is a new Creature; eli Things are done 
away, and all Thing, are become new, and new 
Thoughts among the reſt. Where Grace comes, there 
the wicked Man does forſake his Way, and the unrigh- 
teous Man his Thoughts, his carnal Thoughts, his legal 
Thoughts; they are changed into ſpiritual Thoughts, 
evangelical Thoughts, ſuch as he never had before: 
And,: (10.) New 'Thoughts of Chriſt will bring in 
new Words and new Actions; the Words follow the 
Thoughts. You may then turn the Queſtion, hat 
think ye of Chrift ? to another, What ſpeak ye of him ? 
for out of the Abundance of the Heart, the Mauth 
ſpeaketh. If you think it ill Breeding, or ungenteel 
Manners, as many do, to ſpeak of Chriſt and ſpiritual 
Things, and cannot drop a Word for him from Sab- 


bath to Sabbath, who can believe that you think high- 


ly of Chriſt. Nay, that which is moſt in your Heart 


and Thoughts, will be moſt-in your Lips. The Acti- 
ons alſo follow the Thoughts: Can you think highly 


of Chriſt, and yet do nothing for him ? Nay, new and 
precious Thoughts of Chriit will bring in new Go- 


ſpel Obedience from a Principle of Love to him. Thus 


vou 
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a you may try your ſelves now on this Queſtion, Nat . 

£ think ye of Chrif! ? by the Quality of your Thoughts. s 
Examination 1s the yery Deſign of the Queſtion, name- ( * 
Iy, to diſcover what our Thoughts of Chriſt are; and : 
therefore T inſiſt mainly upon this. 58 | 


| But, having tried your ſelves by the Quality of 
pour Thoughts, 240%, Try yourſelves by the Object 
thereof, namely, Chriſt; hat think ye of Chriſt ? 
And here ſuch a large Field preſents itſelf, that it is 
impoſſible I can go through it all. Beſides what was 
th ſaid in the doctrinal Part, I would aſk ſome further 
25 Queſtions concerning Chriſt, not only for Examina- | «. 
tion, but for raiſing your Eſteem of him. (1.) What 
think ye of his eminent Station he is in as Mediator 
betwixt God and you, and his Relation to God and 
you, his Relation to God by Nature as his eternal Son, 
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A and by Office as his righteous Servant? God calls 
Wi you to wonder at him in this Station, J/a.xlii. 1. Be- 
0 Hold my Servant whom { uphold,  &c. His Father . 


called him forth to ſerve him and you, and to ſerve , 
him for your Sake ; to ſerve him as a Redeemer to ran- 
ſom you; to ſerve him as a Surety to pay your Debt; 
to ſerve him as a Phyſician to heal your Souls; to ſerve, 
him in all the Offices that your Need requires: And 
what think ye of him? (2.) What think ye of his 
"Travels, in order to accompliſh the Work that belongs 
to that Station and Relation wherein he ſtands to Cod 
and you? The Travel of his Eternal Mind before 
Time, when his Delights were with the Sons of Men; 
the Travel of his Soul, and the Travel of his Body in 
; . Time ; his Travel from Heaven to Earth, and from 
3 Earth to Heaven again; in all his Mediatory Actings, 
f / his Incarnation, Birth, Life, Death, Reſurre&ion, A- 
ſcenſion and Intercefſion ! O but the Lord can give a 
Glance of his Glory in the very Naming of theſe 
Things! How did he travel as in Birth, when he 
EA went about his Father's Baſineſs ! | Luke ii. 49. (3.) 
es What think ye of his Treaſures, his unſearchable Ri- 
ches that are ſtored up in him for the Benefit of poor 
Sinners, having received theſe Gifts for Men? pe the 
| | | | | rea- 
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' Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are hid in him; 
All, and infinitely more than we loſt in the firſt 4- 
dam, is treaſured up in the ſecond Adam. O what -, 
4 may a poor, ignorant, witleſs Sinner think of a Trea- 
| ſure of Wiſdom for his Illumination! What may a guil- 
\ ty Sinner think of a Treaſure of Righteouſneſs far his 
Juſtification ! What may a filthy Sinner think e'aTrea 
p {ure of Grace for his Sanctification! And what may 
a miſerable Sinner think of a Treaſure of Mercy for 
his complete Redemption! Yet all theſe Treaſures, 
and infinitely more than we can name, ar: in Chriſt, 
1 Cor. i. 30. Who of God is made uno us Wiſdom, 
” Righteouſneſs, Sandtification and Redempiion. O the 
Fulneſs of Grace that is in him, that out of his Ful- 
if neſs we may receive Grace for Grace! He is the 
> Store-houſe of all God's Treaſures ; for all is treaſu- 
red up in him, that we may be compleat in him, who 
will by Faith make Uſe of him. And what think ye 
of him! (4.) What think ye of his Thoughts? P/al. - 
* CXXXIX. 17. How precious are thy Thoughts unto me, 
O God! howpreat is the ſum of them: ¶ I count 
them, ſays he, they are mo in Number than the ſand ; 
avhen 1 awake, J am fill with thee. O his Thoughts! 
Dwell with Wonder and Admiration upon God's 
Thoughts. Is it nothing to you, that ever he had 
Thoughts of Love towards the like of you, Thoughts 
of Pardon, Thoughts of Peace, Thoughts of Good 
and not of 540 to give you an expected End! O 
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Believer, his Thoughts are not precious to the reſt 
of the World; but what are they to you? Think you 
nothing that his Thought and Care ſhould have been 
about you from all Eternity, and now manifeſted in 
Time? Having loved you with an everlaſting Love, 
how is he drawing you with Loving-kindneſs ? beſides 
all his providentia?Care in bringing 'Things about for 
your Good, and that in a Way beyond your Contri- 
vance and Foreſight, yea, in ſuch a Manheras never en- 
tred into your Thoughts. You little thought what was 
his Deſign in ordering your Lot in ſuch a Part of the 
World, and ſuch a Spot #f his Vineyard, and bringing 


you > : 
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you to ſuch a Sermon, or IP ſuch a Miniſtry. O 5 
| how innumerable are his precious Thoughts! and what. J 
= think ye of him? (5.) What think yves | 

W well as his Thoughts ? Surely, if youthink Aal you'll 

0 think them ſweet Words, P/a/. cxix. I Hiw focet 

are thy Words to my Tate! Scvetler than Hony to my 

Mouth. Does the Spirit never take ſome of his 

+ Words, and put a ſpiritual Majeſty thereupon ? Tho 
many Times, like Samuel, you miſtake the Lord's 
Voice, Bekever, ard think it is Eli that ſpeaks, and 
eannot diſcern.the Voice of Chrilt from the Voice of 
Moes, the Voice of Grace from the Voice of the 

Law; yet when the Spirit comes and rounds in a 
Word from Chriſt ſometimes, what think ye of it? 

It is the Voice of my Beloved, behold he cometh skip- 
ping upon the Mountains, and leaping upon the Fills ! 
what think ye of his inviting Word, ſaying, Come 
to me, all ye that are «weary and heavy laden. What 
think ye of his expoſtulating Words ſaying, Why arill 
ve die, O Houſe of Iſrael? What think ye of his in- 
treating Words, and his promiſing Words, his 7 wills, 
and ye halls, I will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 
People + Do you think ſo much of them, that your 
Hearts ſay Amen to them? What think ye of his Ma- 
bee's ? Believers will think right much of a May be from 
him ſometimes. It may be he will be gracious ; it 
may be ye {hall be hid in the Day of the Lord's An- 
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er. What think ye of his Shall-bee's? There are : 
Shall-be's for the Church in general: Upon all the 
Glory there all be a Defence; in the Mount of the 7 
Lord it /all be ſeen : What think ye of theſe ? There are 8 
Shall. be's for your ſelf in particular. There is a Shall- 1 
be for your Protection. A Man ſhall be a hiding Place v 
from the Storm. This Man ſhall be the Peace, awhen P 
, the Aſſyrian all come into our Land. There is a 4 
Shall. be for your Proviſion, Bread ſhall be given thee, 5 
and thy Water ſhall be ſure. There is a Shall be for T 
your Inſtruction, They ſhall be all taught of God. . 
There is a Shall-be for your Juſtification. His Name * 


ſhall be ca/zd, The Lord our Righteouſneſs. There is a 
5 | | 3 Shall. 
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B bor your Satratian from Sin and. Wrath, His 
| Name ſhall be called ang, becau 4 He. 1 his 
People from their fins ; even Telus, FY 
from the Wrath td come. There is a Shalf-be — 
happy Death; Death ſhall be fwalkaved up in n. 
There is-a Shall -be for a happy Welcome at the Day, _ 
of Judgment. They ſhall be nine, in the Day that 5 ” 
make up my Feauels. There is a Shall-be for a 1 — 
Eternity, Aud ſo cue ſhall be ever wwiththe Lord. What 
think ye 705 all theſe Words and SHalllbe s? Is there any 
Faith here, ſaying. Amen, ſo let it be, ſo ſhall it be? 
What think ye of his Yeri4's ; We cannot go through 
theſe, to tell you how oft he hath confirmed his Words 
with a Yerily, werily, I ſay unto jou: Many a wrath- 
ful Yerily againſt his Enemies, that think nothing of 
him; many a loving Y:rily towards his People, that 
. think much of him. O, do youeſteem themall tobe 
the Truth, and that verily it is and ſhall be as he hath 
ſaid? What think ye of his dying Words, as when 
he ſaid upon the Croſs, I is finiſbed? What think ye 
of his living Words, I am he that was dead, and am 
alive, and behold I live for evermare ? O what think: 
ye of his Words ?- Cannot your Heart ſay, Lord to 
- whom ſhallTgo ? thou haſt the Words of eternal Life 
O what think ye of him? (6.) What think ye of his 
 Wirks? even his Works of Creation, what think ye of 
theſe? For by him all Things were made that were 
made, and without him aas nothing made, John i- 
3. O when you behold the Heavens, the Work of his 
Hands, the Moon and the Stars, which he hath ordain- 
ed, may you not ſay, What is Man that thou art mind. 
fol of him ? &c. What think ye of his Works of Pro; :*%: 
vidence? For he upholds all Things by the Word of his 5%, 
Power, Heb. i. 3. If you wonder how he can raiſe your 
dead Bodies at the great Day, and ſever your Duſt from 
other Duſt ; may you notas well wonder, how he every 
Day raiſes up in your View innumerable Stalks of Corn 
out of the Duſt, and gives to every Pickle of Seed his 
own Body ? as the Apoſtle argues, 1 Cor. xv. 35. and 
downward. How will he n, the Byliever's vile Body, 
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out of the filthy Duſt, where it rots, and make it like 
his own glorious Bouy ? O Fools that we are, and flow 

f Heart to believe, how does he raiſe the beautiful I v 
L.llies out of the Dung? Solomon, in all his Glory, is I ; 
not comparable to one of theſe ; and all the World can- 
not make one of them to riſe, without his powerful || 
Providence. Theſe Miracles of Providence are com- 
mon every Day in your View, and ſo we think nothing | te 
of them; but we might ſee the Power of Chriſt in them. 
If you wonder how it was poſſible for Chriſt to turn the m 
Water into Wine, or multiply a few Loaves, and a few | B. 
Fiſhes, as to feed ſo many Thouſands; we needed not V 
wonder ſo much, if we but thought how his Provi- V 
dence is doing that every Year : The Water falls from p 
the Clouds, and the Vine by his Order turns it un- a 
to Wine; and by the Spawn of ſuch Fiſhes, and the tie 
Grain of ſuch Loaves, he is feeding Millions every th 
Day, Wo's us, that we cannot think of him, and his G 
Works as we ought! Above all, what think ye of IR 
his Works of Grace, and redeeming Love? All his I} th 
other Works are as the Drop of a 5 in Com- | be 
pariſon of this Ocean; for herein we may ſee him ap- | xz 
pear in his own, and his Father's Pomp and Splen- % 
dor, manifeſting all the glorious Perfections of God, an 

. . even his infinite Power, and Wiſdom, Holineſs, Ju- tri 
Rice, Mercy, Truth, Faithfulneſs, and all God's At- ſu, 
tributes. I might here mention his Works of Grace fr 
for us, and his Works of Grace in us; but it were G 
endleſs to ſpeak of the thouſandth Part. His Work at 
of Grace for us lies in his bringing in everlaſting fy 
Righteouſneſs, eſpecially, if we ſpeak. of his good If ©, 
Works; ſurely it is a good Work, that can fulfil the I nit 
holy Precepts of that good Law which we have bro- ne 
ken, and can anſwer the righteous Threatning of the G. 
Juſt Law which we have incurred. Well, here is the net 
Doing and Dying of the Son of God, for both theſe | p, 
Ends, that Divine Holineſs may be vindicate, and | N. 
Juſtice ſatisfied, in the Way and Manner of our Sal- of 
vation through him. The Law of God is a perfect ¶ ſpe 
Law, and exceeding broad; but here is a W alte 
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neſs as bend as it can be, io as to magnify the Law, 
and make it honourable: O what think ye of that good 
Work ? His Work of Grace in us is alſo much to be 
thought of; and that lies mainly, I think, in his im- 
puting that perfect Righteouſneſs to us for our Juſti- 
Yication, (which is indeed properly an Act of Grace 
upon us, Rom. ili, 22.) and implanting another Righ- 
> | teouſneſs beſide it for our Sanctiſication, which he car- 
ries on to Perfection. This internal Work of Grace 
may be begun with Sighs and Groans, advanced in 
Battles and Conflicts; but it will be compleated ia 
Victory and Glory. But in this ſhort Glance of his 
Works, what think ye of them? May ye not ſay, as 

| 8 P/al. cxi. 3. His Work is 1 able and ghrisus, and 

I his Righteouſneſs endures for ever And when you no- 
- | tice his Works, what think 3 of himſelf? (y.) What 
chink ye of his Goſpel, and the Terms of it? That 

g Goſpel, which we preach in his Name, wherein his 
5 
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Righteouſneſs is revealed from Faith to Faith: If vo 2 
think highly of him, you'll think highly of it, as the 
beſt News, and gladdelt "Tidings that ever you heard; 
Had beautiful upon the Mountains are the \Feet of 
hem, &c. Some areready to think the Goſpel of Grace, 
„and Salvation through Chriſt, is too good News to Be 
true with Reſpect to them, as if it were not to be 
ſuppoſed that God will beſtow ſo great Sal vation ſo- 
freely upon ſo great Sinners; not confi dering, that 
God in the Goſpel aims not at our Glory chielly, but- 
at the Declaration of his own Glory, and the magni- 
fying of his own free Grace ; and that therefore we 
ought to take freely what he gives freely : Itis a Ma- 
niteſtation of free Grace, ſovereign Grace, which is 
neither-hindred by our Evil, nor furthered by our. 
Good, Rom. iii. 24. and recards neither our Worthi- 
neſs to deſerve it, nor our Unworthineſs to impede it, 
Rom. ix. 15. Hence Luther alledged, That Mens 
Minds were ſo occupied with fantaſtical Imaginations 
of their own Works, that the glad Tidings of the Go- 
ſpel will ſeem ſtrange Matters to them: Men will be: 
altonifned at the Greatneis of his Grace, as it is, Fer. 
M 2 XKXK14. 
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Service the Man hath no Law debt to pay, for Chriſt 


. —— 
xxxiii. 8. 9. Many think of the Goſpel, as if it were 


a new Law, wherein God ſtands upon ſome eatier 


'Terms with us than in the Covenant of Works; thus 


confounding Law and Goſpel, and making a Hotch- 


potch of both. Indeed, if we ſpeak of Law-terms, npon 
which our Salvation ſtands, they are no eaſier than ever 
they were: A perfect Righteouſneſs is the only Condi- 
tion of Salvation; and we not having that in our ſelves, 
the Goſpel offers it in Chriſt, and there is the Ground 
of our eternal Salvation: But if we ſpeak of Goſpe]- 
terms, we need not ſay, You muſt come up to them; 
but rather, Come down, Zaccheus ; for this Day is Sal- 
vation come to thy Houſe: Salvation is come to you, 
and offered freely to you, 'without Money and with- 
out Price ; come down and take it. And indeed Faith, 


which belongs to the Order and Method of God's ap- 


plying the Goſpel, is a Coming - down from all our le- 
gal Hopes of Salvation for ſomething to be done by us, 


mn order to oͤur being obliged to another, even to Chrilt 


for all, //a. Iv. 1, 2, Rew. xxii. 17. Come down from 
theiSycomore-tree of your vain Hopes, and get all free- 


ly; that is the Goſpel : What think ye of it? This is 


indeed a hard Saying to proud Fleſh and Blood, which 
thinks rather they ſhould go up, and do more for their 
Juſtification and Salvation, than come down, and be 
obliged to another to pay all their Law-debt completely. 
He will do all fer you, or nothing: And, O Man, what 
think ye of him and his Goſpel? But then, (8.) What 
think ye of his Service, and his Wages? When a Man 
is once brought in to the Goſpel-terms, and underſtands 


them then, and not till then, does he come up to the 
© Goſpel-rule;-for Faith works by Love, and Love is the 
fulfilling of the Eaw as a Rule, from Thankfulneſs to 
Him that hath delivered from the Law as a Covenant. 


If you think his Service hard and uneaſy, it ſeems you 
are not thinking much of Chriſt, but rather of the 
Law, wifich is a heavy Yoke, that neither we nor our 
Fathers were able to bear: But Chriſt's Yoke is eaſy, 
and his Burden light, Mar. xi. 29, 3o. becauſe in this 
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{ hath done that to his Hand, but only a Love- debt, 7 


you laue me, keep my Comments ; ; and thus, His 
Cammandments are not grievous: Here Grace is all 
and all, both of- the Service and Wages. Grace ſays, 
Up andile doing, Man, in my Strength; for the great- 
el Work is done to your Hand, and now my Grace 
ſhall be ſufficient for thee. Grace ſays allo, Behold a 
Crown of Ghry, a Reward of Grace axwailing you, of- 
ter ye haue fought the good Fight of Faith ; wherefore 
hawe an Eye to this Recompence of Reward. Death 
is the proper Wages of Sin, and it is juſt Debt; but 
Grace's Wages is free, The Gift of God is eternal 

Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; that is, There 


is here no Promiſe of Life upon our Doing, but a 


Promiſe of Grace to do, and of Glory to crown our 
Doing, and of both Grace and Glory as the Reward 
of Chriſt's doing all; and therefore, what think ye 
of him and his Service? (q.) What think ye of his 
Livery? If you would anſwer this Queſtion, hat 
think ye of Chrifl? I would ask, What wear ye of 
Chriſt? The Raiment of his Righteouſneſs, and Ne 
Garment of his Grace, ſo as to be all glorious with- 
in and without, like the King's Daughter, will be pre- 
cious to you. If you be clothed with the Scarlet robe 
of his Blood and Righteouſneſs, by which you are 
perſectly righteous belore God, then to be ſure you'll 


think it very indecent for you to be clothed with 


naſty Apparel before Men. If a poor Maid be marri- 
ed to a rich King, and yet go abroad like a Beggar 
in filthy Rags, would not every Body cry, Shame 
on her, that, having ſuch a Husband ſhould diſcredit 
him and her ſelf? If you be married to Chriſt, and 
think much of your Husband and his Riaocatnels 
ſurely you'll think it becoming to wear his Liverv, 

and not go abroad with foul Mouths and filthy Hands, 

like the reſt of the World, to the Diſhonour of your 
Lord. ) 10.) What think ye of his Love, and the 
Reaſon of it? Who can underſtand the Height, and 
Depth and Length of his Love? It is without all 


of 


* , 


Die, Aud why dogs he love any of the Y 5 Y | 
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'F Poſterity of Adam? (n 15 us the Reaſon, Deut. 
ö vii, 7, 8: He loved you, becauſe he loved you. Do 
you think he loves you for your Beauty, Otblackand , 
a ugly Sinner? Nay, he bodes his Love andKindneſs 
We + upon you in the Goſpel freely, not fat wur own 
1 Beauty's Sake, but for his own Name's Sake: And his 
Grace, Love, and Good - will, as releaved in the Go- 
ſpel, is to be believed with Application to your ſelf, for 
no other Reaſon but becauſe it is his Will and Plea- 
ſure. His Love muſt make you beautiful, but cannot 
| find you ſo. And if. you cannot believe his Grace 
5 and Good-will to you, becauſe you have no Beauty, 
"is you're but rejecting the Reaſon of his Love, deſpiſing 
the Freedom of his Grace, and ftanding upon the 
bf Terms of the Old Covenant of Works, lighting the 
4 Grace of the New Covenant: This is ſuch a natural 
1 Diſeaſe to Mankind, that even Believers in Chriſt, 
1 When they are helped to perform Duty with any live- 
® Iy Frame, are ready to ſay, with Leah, Facob's Wife, 
when-ſhe brought forth ſeveral Children to him, Now 
*ny Huchand «will love me, becauſe of mv Fruitful 
2/7; ſo ſays the Believer, when he is helped to bring 
forth Fruit unto God, and finds his Spirit revived 8 
in Duty, his Soul ſtrengthned, his Heart enlarged, 
and a great deal of Comfort there, O now, ſays he, 
ary Husbard will hue me, becauſe of my Fruitſul- 1 
eſs: But what comes of it? the Perſon having tuch 
à legal Sett, the Lord, to correct it, takes away #11 
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Fruitfulneſs out of his View, in a Manner, and leaves 
; him barren; O, ſays the Believer then, where is my | 
| former fercet Tharing, and feveet Praying and Proi- | 
Arg, and feeet Meditation? Why, the Lord has cut i 
j of theſe, that he may cut off your legal Pride of be- / 


ing loved for your Beauty and Fruittulneis, and that 

you may etui to your firſt Husband, for ther wwas it 

better with you than now z- you mult begin, believer, 4 

lere you began at firſt, and think of his loving you , 

merely becauſe he loves you. They that build their e 

corjugal Comfort only, or mainly, upon their Righ- ] 

tcouineſs of Saneeification, and ſo ſecretly hanker 2 7 
| the 
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the Law, will find their Souls very unſettled, even up 
and down with their changeable Frame. But again, 
(11.) I might ask, What think ye of his Lovelineſs ? 
O. Is he avhite and ruddy in your View? O fee how 
the Spoule deſcribes him, Song v. 10. and downward, 
in the Beauty of his Head, his Locks, his Eyes, and 
all and every Part of him; his Belly, or Bowels of 
Mercy: His Mouth is moſt feweet, ſays ſhe. O the 
Words, the Smiles, the Kiſſes of his Mouth, his kind- 
ly Embraces! 1 have read of one Agatho, that was 
a Man fo holy, that with a Kiſs he cured One of his 
Leproſy; whether that be true or falſe, yet what L 
intend by telling it, is true, That ſuch is the Virtua 
of Ghriſt. that a Kiſs of his Mouth, a Smile of his 
Countenance, will cure the Soul of ſpiritual Leproly ; 
yea, a Word of his Mouth will do it, Now are you 
clean through the Word that I have ſpoken, John xv. 3. 
Again, (12.) What think ye of his Fayour and his Bleſ- 
ſing ? Surely, if you eſteem him duly, you will thiak 
his Favour is Life, and his Lowing kindneſs better than 
Life, and that his Bleſſing only makes rich. Eſpecially, 
What think ye of theſe Bleflings and Benefits that can- 
not be enjoyed by Feeling but by Faith, nor by Sight.of 
' Senſe but by the Sight of Faith? We walk by Faith, and. 
not by Sight, ſays the Apoltle, But it is the Fault even 
of Believers, that they can hardly believe they have any 
more than they feel; and hence, when they are in the 
Darkneſs of Deſertion, they think they have nothing, 
they have loſt his Favour, becauſe they do not feclat ; 
they have loſt his Righteouſneſs, becauſe th ey do not 
feel it: But remember, that when 4/aph. fad, 4 
the Lord forgotten to 2 gracious ? bath he in Ange 
hut up his tender Mercies? he added, Thes. was 'mP © 
Difirmity. You know, in a Houſe where it is dark all: 


Things are there that were betore, tho' you ſee them 122 


not! ſo it is wich you, Believer, tho” you be in Dark 
nes, all is to the fore; Do you think all is gone, be- 
cauſe you aunot feeic? Well, you never walk by 
Faith, but / Fecling ; nay, 2 that walks in Dark- 
nuc/s, and hath mu Light, tit him truft in the Name 
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Thing about me. 
a dark Night of Deſertion or Temptation comes on, 


e 3 
of the Lord, and flay himſelf upon Bis Ged. The 


Name of the Lord is to the fore, his God is to the 


fore, the Object of Faith is to the fore as much as 
ever, and the Fuß ſhall live by Faith. Will you not 


believe the Sun is in the Firmament where it was, 


becauſe a Cloud hath come and intercepted the Light 
of its Beams? V, ſays One, but my Miſery ts, 
when I'm in the dark Night, I fear it was all but 
Delufiom that ever I met with, and that there was 
nothing real or ſaving in it. This T find is a com- 
mon Thought among ſerious Souls; but all that I ſhall 
ſay to it, is by enlarging the former Similitude ; ask a 


Man when it it dark Night, How do you know that 


ever you ſaw the natural Sun? it may be you was but 
dreaming, and deluding your ſelf ; it was nothing but 
a ſtrong Imagination. Why, ſays the Man, I am ſure 
I ſaw it, becauſe my Eyes were dazled with the Light 


of it, and I was warmed with the Heat of it, and I 


ſaw to work by it, and by the Light of it I ſaw every 
So may you ſay, Believer ; when 


the Teinpter ſuggeſts, It may be all was but a Delu- 
fon, Why, Man, were not your Eyes enlightned ? 
was not your Heart warmed ? did you not ſee to work, 
and went on in your Work joyfully, the Foy of the 
Lord being your Strength? and did you not ſee every 


Thing about you? You ſaw God in his Glory, you 


ſaw Sin in its Vileneſs, you ſaw Holineſs in its Beauty, 


you ſaw the World in its Vanity, you ſaw the Crea- 
ture in its Emptineſs, Chriſt in his Fulnefs, you ſaw 
your {elf in your Lothſomneſs; but now, when the 


ight is withdrawn, What think ye of Chriſt ? Is 
there no Sun, becaule it is ſet to your View? Do 
you think it never ſhone upon you, becauſe it is not 
now ſhining? What think ye of an abſent Chriſt? do 
you think nothing of him becauſe he is abſent ? Sure- 
ly, Believer, that is not thought like a Believer ; Senſe 
is many Times denied you, chat you may learn to be- 
lieve more than you do. But, ſay you, when he is not 


preſent with me, I cannot believe. I ſhall tell you my 
Mind 
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Mind here, There is a „ Preſence neceſſary to 
Believing: but there is a ſenſible Preſence, that is not 
neceſſary to it, but rather uſually comes in upon the 
Back of Faith. Now that powerful Preſence. of God, 

that is neceſſary to believing, does open up the Ob- 
ject of Faith, and draw qut the Soul to the Embraces 
thereof : Hence, when a Man begins to think upon the 
proper Object of Faith, namely, Chriſt's Righteouſ- 


neſs, God's Promiſe, the Truth of God, the Blood of 


Chriſt ; Power is ſometimes inſenſibly exerted, not 
by any outen d open Violence upon the Man, but by 


an inward, ſecret and ſweet Inchantment, as it were 
Ere ever he i is aware, and before ever he knows that 
it is divine Power that is doing the Work, he finds 


the Object of Faith, that he is thinking upon, making 
Room for itſelf in his Heart, and drawing out his Soul 
as it were inſenſibly to it; and thereupon comes in 


ſenſible Preſence on the Back of that, Eph. i. 13. Af 
ter ye believed, ye were ſealed. Now, if you ſay, 


You cannot believe without his powerful Preſence, 


that is true; Divine Power muſt be exerted to every 
Act of Paith, but then this Power does ordinarily put 
forth itſelf inſenfbly and unawares, while weare think- 
ing on, or viewing the Object of Faith, Pſal. xxxix. 3. 
While I was muſing, the Fire burned The Spirit of 
Gad clears the Object of Faith, that heing viewed 


and applied, the Heart is ſet on Fire with it; there. he” 2 We.” 


is his powerful Preſence uſhering in the ſenſible Pre- 


ſence. But if you ſay, You cannot believe till you 
have his ſenſible Preſence ; that is to make Senſe the 


Foundation of your Faith, and not the Word of God, 
or the Chriſt of God: Therefore, 3 in order to believe, 


let not your Queſtion be firſt, What'find you in your 
ſelf? but rather, What think ye of Chril? Yow'll 
find none of the ſweet Effects of Faith, till you think 
on Chriſt the Object of it. Again, (13 } What think ye 


of his inviſible Glories ? Faith is the Ewidence of Things | 


not ſeen. Faith ſees not the Things that are ſeen and 


* 


felt; ſenſible Enjoyments, for Example, are not tg 
Ry of Faith, but Senſe : DAL Faith ſces the nk: TY 2 8 
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| that can neither be fen nor Tele; ; it believes contrary 
to Senſe, yea, Things impoſſible to Nature, and incre- 
dible to carnal Reaſon, conſidering only the Power of 
God, that ſpeaks in the Word, as you ſee in the 
Faith of Abraham. The greateſt Glory of Chriſt is 
inviſible and incredible to Nature; therefore we do 
not think much of him, if our Faith does not termi- 


nate on Things not ſeen. Again, (14) What think ye 


of his Tabernacles and Ordinances ? Surely, if you 
think much of Chrift, his Tabernacles will be ami- 
able to you. The Slighter of his Ordinances is a 
© Slighter of Chriſt, a Slighter of Prayer is a Slighter 
of Chrift, a Slighter of the Word is a Slighter of Chriſt : 
He that deſpiſes you, deſpiſes me, &c. Again, (15. 
What think ye of his Cauſe and Intereſt, ſuch as the. 
-mach forgotten Reformation-work in Scotland, which 
our Fore-fathers eſtabliſhed by ſolemn National Cove- 
 nants? If, the more it is forgotten among Minifers and 
People, the more nearly it lies to your Heart, and the 
more you long for its Reviving, it were an Evidence 
vou think ſomething of Chriſt, when others think 
little of him. Bat O, if che Generation thought 
more of Chriſt, there would be more Zeal for his 
,. Intereſt, Honor, and publick Reformation-work ! 
And, perhaps the Confuſions of our Day, the heavy 
age we are complaining of through the Land, 


will never ceaſe to grow to a Height of terrible 


Wrath, till we be brought to a Senſe of our Defection, 

and a humble Confeſſion and Reformation. Further, 
8 16.) What think ye of his Croſs, and of his Crown! 
Is his Croſs your Crown? Surely they think much 
of Chriſt, that can ſay with Paul, God forbid that 1 
JSpruld glory, ſave in the Croſs of the Lord Feſus 


Cpriſt. Moſes thought his Croſs better than a Crown, · 


© efleeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than 
all the Treaſures of Egypt. They that think much of 
Chriſt, muſt reſolve upon it, that the World will not 
think mach of them, but that they will be eas 
reproached, and nicknamed ; but if Chrift was Ph 


named OY and eres dhe ContraGQion ol 
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„ ners againſt himſelf, we may Mg bear -A nibh. 
for him, eſpecially when he hath ſaid, I ye be re- 


f proached for. the Name ef Chrift, happy are ye 3 7 2 "Sp p, 
: the Spirit of Gbty and of God refleth mn you: On © + 
8 their Part he is 7277 ſpoken of, but on your. Part he 
0 15 glerifid; his Croſs Pi Way for his Crown, 
and in the mean Time his Sweetneſs ſwallows up all the 


e | Bitterneſs thereof (17. ) What think ye of his Friends? 
u If you think highly of him, ſurely his Friends and Fol- 
i- | lowers will be eſteemed as the excellent Ones of. the 


2 Earth, and his Foes will be diſeſteemed by you; and 

er therefore, (18.) What think ye of his Enemies? 'Tho? - 

t: +: they were appearing in never ſo much wordly Pomp. ay" RY 
* Zu'll think very little of them, if you know them to 1 
18... 1 his Enemies. O my foul, come not thou into their _ 1 
ch fecret ; to their. Aſſembly, mine Hanaur, be thou nat 


e- ||, united. What think ye of his Enemies within you ? 

1d | When you find theſe like Thoras in the Fleſh, like 

he ' Splinters run into the Fleſh, does it ie make you, 

ce | with Paul, to beſcerb the Lord thrice, yea, to pray _ 
1k | thrice, and thrice, and: a hundred Times thrice, 

ht | with Sighs and Grones, to ke. reed from them? 

his | What think ye of his Euc mies about you? I mean, -— 
k! the World and the Lufts thereof, the Luſts of the 
vy Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. + ® 
ad, 1 1 have read a pretty Story, which I reckon uſeful no 2 
ble # other Way than for the Moral of it, how an Angel and ke 8 


on, an Her mite ſhould have been travelling together: When 1 i 
er, "firſt they went by z dead Carcaſe, the Hermite ſlope 2195 9 j 


n? | his Noſe, and the Angel ſmiled ; and, after that, hex 
ich | went by a wanton Strumpet proudly dreſs d, at Whick Ds 
+ IN. the Hermite ſmiled, and the Angel ſtopt his Noſe. 27 e 
eus The Moral ſhews us, that in the Sight of God and Au- 
wn, I. gels, no Carrion is ſo noiſom as Pride is. But ke. 
bank more high ly that any think of Chriſt, ſurely de 7 - "v6 open 
off humble they are, and Pride will accordingly be, hid 57, | | 
not}, from their Eyes. Again, (19.) What think ye 1 1 
td, World': Thoughts of Chriſt ? If you think highly: 80 5 8 
ick him, you'll think wonder why the World think oöo- I 725 k 
Sin⸗ 1515 0 Kim. O Rrapge, that all the Werld are not 
nets : N 2 JD taken | ; 


N 


f 
- 


8 
{ 


* #2 Pots © I * 100 ö J - | . 5 3 A 
aken up with him. (20.) e your own 
Thoughts of him? Surely, if you think duly of him, 
you'll think you have but very poor Thoughts of him, 
you'll think that you cannot think enough of him. 
Theſe are ſome probatory Queſtions, by which you 
may take your own Heart to 'Task before the Lord. 

But I cannot ſtand to enlarge theſe Things; and [ 
muſt own the thouſandth Part is not ſaid that might be 


e from this Text; for as the whole Scripture 
does teſtify of Chriſt, either directly or indirectly, ſo 


I might go through all the Scripture, and ask what 


ye think of Chriſt, in a Suitableneſs to what is ſaid 
of him, in this or that Place oſ Scripture. 


This Doctrine might again be applied by Way of La- 


| mentation over all 'Chriſt-Deſpifers, who either ſtand þ 
upon a legal Bottom, truſting in themſelves, and their 


own Righteouſneſs; or who flight Chriſt and his Ordi- 


nances, not loving the Place where his Honour dwells ; 


vrho delay and poſtpone their Cloſing with him, giving 


away the Prime and Virginity of their Affections to 
the World, proſtituting the?t precious Souls to their 
Luſts and the ignoble I hings of Time; who fit down 
ſatisfied and content without Chriſt, never. miſs him, 
nor feel a Want of him, nor ſeek after Union and 
_ Communion with him. O whence is it, that you de- 


ſpiſe Chriſt at this Rate! Alas, it is through Igno- 
rance and Unbelief, that you ſee no Form or Come. 


lineſs in Chriſt, wherefore he ſhould be deſired ; and 


the God of this World hath blinded your Minds who 
believe not, left the Light of the glorious Goſpel of 
Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine into 


them. Do you conſider what a miſerable Caſe you are 


in, While you deſpiſe and think fo little of Chrat-? 


Vou are in imminent Danger of temporal Judgments; 


for God, in his holy Providence, may reſent the In- 
juries done to his Son, he may leave your Houſe de- 


ſolate. You are expoſed to ſpiritual Judgments, ſuch 


as that, /a. vi. 10. and to eterne! Wrath, even e- 


verlaſting Deſtruclion from his Preſence ; He that be. 


titves not ſhall be damned. 
8 Now 
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: - Now, Let me offer a Word 15 Förtation. O ſeek 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelatſon in the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt may be ſent, that, beholding his Glory, 

your Thoughts concerning Chriſt may be changed; 
and you may be brought to eſteem him, and to go homm 
with the Roſe of Sharon in your Boſom, Chriſt in your 
Heart. O, will you tell me, do you think it worth - 
your While to take Chriſt, and embrace him before 
you go? If you ſay you cannot belieres n ,n 
repent, you cannot mourn for Sin, yat-eannot pray, 
you cannot obey; and ſo, becauſe yo have no Grace, 
no Strength to do any Thing, you are diſeduraged: L 
muſt tell you, Sinner: when you conceive Religion ta 
be {ome great Difficulty above your Power, and there- 
upon are diſcourged and damped, you do not think 
of Chriſt as you ought, but of your ſelf, forſooth, as 
if you were the Fountain from wkence theſe good 
Things ſhould flow. The Law may and does diſcou- 
rage Sinners, yea, curſes every Ghriſtleſs Sinner unto 
Hell; but the Goſpel offers no Diſcouragement to Sin- 
ners, but all Encouragement. Perhaps you'll find us 
that are Miniſters, ſometimes going off from our moſt 


Goſpel-'Texts that we can chooſe ; and when . 


d Fam” T3 
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plain Faith, we will tell you how many e | 
- cludes, ſuch as, the forſaking of all Sin, and che per- 
forming of all Duty, and ſtudying univerſal Holinels : * 
But whatever be the Fruits of Faith, which the Lord 
makes to gro out of it, yet Faith itſelf i5a preatMy- 
ſtery; And whatever you hear us Lay, chat ou 
off from this Queſtion, What thint yr Hin? ſuſpect 
it. I'll tell you in the Lord's Name, That to believe 
imports no more than to take Chriſt for all; it is to 
think you have nothing, and can do nothing; but 
that he hath all, and can do all, and therefore you'll 
take him for all. Vou think you cannot believe: Well 
ſaid, but what think ye of Chriſt? If you think to 
bring Faith out of your own Bowels, you think un- 
worthily of Chriſt, who is the Author of Faith; and 
of his Father, who is the Giver of it. Vou think you 
cannot repent: True, but what think ye of Chriſt? If 
1 | CA TTL + x you ' 
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you think to bring Repentance out of your ſelves, 


you think unworthily of him, who is exalted, by the 


Right- Hand of God, to give Repentance. Vou think 
you cannot do this, or that Duty you are called to; 


But what think ye of Chriſt? If you ſit poring on 


your ſelf, and your own Abilities, never a good Turn 
will you do: Nay, you think unworthily of Chriſt, 
who hath ſaid, Without me je can do nothing, but by 
me ſtrengthning you, ye can do all Things. You 
are diſcouraged, becauſe you think you have not this 
Thing in your ſelf, or that Thing in your ſelf: But 
that is Unbelief, Man ; fer Faith lies in thinking, 
what am I in Chriſt? Ja. xlv. 24. Surely ſhall one 
ſay (and they ſhall not only ſay it with their Mouth 
verbally, but think it. in their Heart believingly) In 
the Lord haue ] Righteouſneſs and Strength: And be- 
cauſe, by the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes, eve- 
ry Word is confirmed, there are three In the Lords in 
that one Chapter, v. 17. Iſrael Hall be ſaved in the 
Lord, with an everlaſiang Salvation ; v. laſt, In the 
Lord all all the Seed Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall 
_.. glory; and in this 24 v. In the Lord = 1 Righteoujneſs 

and firength. And if you be once brought to this be- 
heving Thought, In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs, in 
the Lord have I Strength, in theLord I have Salvation, 


in the Lord I have all, then you'll find your Work 


eaſy, and all going right. Now, you that cannot be 
brought to think much of Chriſt. O pray God, if per- 
haps the Thoughts of your Heart may be forgiven 
you; and whereas you think nothing of him now, O 
conſider what you will think of him in a Day of Chal- 
lenges, when Conſcience awakens; in a Day of Deſola- 
tion, Iſa. x. in the Day of Death, in the Day of Judg- 
ment. What will you thin. of him, when you ſee him 
mounting the Tribunal, and When pronouncing the 
fearful Sentence, Depart from me ye curſed? Surely 
you muſt have dreadful Thoughts of him then, if you 

cannot be brought to tlunk highly of him now; now, 
when he is not come to deftr oy Mens Lives, but to 

© fave, But you, Believer, that now think highly of him, 


what- 
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whatever great Thoughts you have of Chriſt now, yet 

what will you think of him in that Day, when he who 
is your Life ſhall appear, and ye ſhall appear with him 
in Glory? O, What will ye think of him, when he 
pronounces the Sentence-of Abſolution, Come, ye ble/- 

. fed of my Fan it Kerio dom prepared for jou? 
O, what wile ei Palace, his Attendants, 

his Throne, Crownamd Glory ? 

I would offer an Advice to you that think much of 
Chriſt, and have a high Eſteem of him. Fit, That 
you would evidence your Eſteem of him; and that, 
1/, By the Degrees of it, ſo as to eſteem him above all 
Things elſe, above all your Relations, Mat, x. 37. He 

* that loveth Father or Mother more than me, is not awor- 
thy of me. Our Love to them muſt be Hatred, when it 

comes to compete with Chriſt: JF any Man come 24. 
ter me, and hate not Father and Mother, he is not wor- 

- thy of me. Above all woridly Advantages, yea, above 

Life, Rev. xxi. 11. They loved not their Lives to the 

* Death; their Pangs of Love were ſtronger than the 
Pangs of Death. 24%, By the Zfe&s of it, ſuch as, 
(1.) Deſire of Converſe : If you think much of Chriſt, 

you'll deſire his Company in all Ordinances ; you'll! 
ſeck him in the Temple, c. (2.) Intertainang no Ri- 
val, but ſay ing, What have I to do any more with IL. 
dols ? giving up with all other Lovers. (3.) Sympa- 
my, grieving at theſe Things that are grievous to him. 
(4.) Preſerving his Memory, living upon him: Like 
the Woman that drank the Powder of her dead Hus- 
band's Body, mingled with her daily Drink; ſo ſhould 
ye, by Faith, daily eat the Fleſh, and drink the Blood 
of the Son of God. A ſecondAdvice is, That you would 
do all that you can, to make others think as much of 
im as you do; and that, 1. By commending him, 
and telling others of his Beauty, that they may ad- 
. mire him. See the Practice of the Spouſe for this, Sang 
v. and what Influence it had upon the Daughters of Fe- 
1uſalem their beginning to think much of him, and 
ſeek aſter him alſo, Seng vi. 1. O then commend him 
to your Families, your Children and your 8 
- 2. 
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4 "4% 8 his Caſpet, an walking FI _ 
> +... him, and wearing his Livery. , It is a Maſter's Ho- 
mnmaour and Credit to have a good Servant, ardayelF ar- 
+ .% - Tayed; they think much of the Maſtcr that hath ſuch 
2 aServant, And how does it proclaim the Praiſes. of 
Chriſt, when they that profeſs him are eminent for 
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Bl 4. Piety? 1 Pet. ji. 9. In a Word, Let your Light fo. 
JE Ge " ſhine before Men, that others; £8 By your good Works, 
„ 
1 may ghrify God, and æhink much of Chriſt. O let 
+ -- * 
38 15 your Hearts be ſtill chinking of him, your Life praiſ- 
„ ing, and youn Tongue ſpeaking of him. Here is a 
Wt Fountain for ſpiritual Diſcourte: If you have Op- 
9 | | Bs portunity of conyerſingwith any, concerning the great 
Wl  Solemnity, you have been Witneſſes to here; or if any 
aaa you, W here was ſuch or ſuch 4 Miniſter's Text? 
1 | here is a fair Occaſion for ſpiritual Converſe, for you 
© cannot in a Manner tell them this Text, without ask- 
1 ing them a Queſtion, l hat think ye of Clif ? 
„ | | 
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